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introduction
Survivors of domestic and sexual violence 
are systematically punished for taking action 
to protect themselves and their children while 
living in unstable and dangerous conditions of 
violence. Survivors are criminalized for self-
defense, failing to control abusers’ violence, 
migration, removing children from abusive 
people, being coerced into criminalized activity, 
and securing resources needed to live day to 
day while suffering economic abuse.

According to the ACLU, nearly 60 percent of 
people in women’s prisons nationwide, and as 
many as 94 percent of some women’s prison 
populations, have a history of physical or sexual 
abuse before being incarcerated. There is a 
dearth of data about gender nonconforming 
people and trans women in men’s prisons. 
People who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or 
transgender are incarcerated at twice the rate of 
American adults who do not identify as LGBTQ. 
Sixteen percent of transgender and gender 
non- conforming respondents to a national 
survey had spent time in jail or prison, in 
comparison to about 5% of all American adults, 
with higher rates for transgender women (21%) 
than transgender men (10%). We know that 
these populations are also disproportionately 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence.

Survived & Punished (S&P) is a formation 
of defense campaigns and grassroots 
organizations committed to eradicating the 
criminalization of survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence and the culture of violence 
that contributes to it. We are an all-volunteer 
organization that includes community 
organizers, survivor advocates, legal experts, 
and policy advocates including currently and 
formerly incarcerated survivors. The national 
S&P coalition is led by a core of organizers from 
the survivor defense campaigns, the national 
Free Marissa Now Mobilization Campaign 

and the California-based Stand With Nan-Hui 
campaign; the Chicago-based organization, 
Love and Protect (formerly the Chicago Alliance 
to Free Marissa Alexander); and the California 
Coalition for Women Prisoners.  S&P also has 
a strong statewide team based in California 
and a citywide team in New York focused on 
freeing criminalized survivors from prisons and 
detention centers through organizing and policy 
advocacy.

This resource guide by S &P includes 
curriculum units for workshops and various 
activities that can be used for political 
education focused on the intersections 
between racialized gender-based violence 
and criminalization. Some of the activities also 
address the problems of carceral feminism and 
crimmigration. 

It features cases such as Marissa Alexander’s, 
Ky Peterson’s, Bresha Meadows’s and 
Naomi Freeman’s. These cases represent a 
challenge to feminist anti-violence efforts that 
have become intertwined with the criminal 
punishment apparatus through advocating 
for pro-criminalization policies that endanger 
survivors (such as mandatory arrest laws), 
establishing uncritical partnerships with police 
and prosecutors (even as people across the 
country organize against police violence), and 
failing to advocate and organize for survivors 
targeted for prosecution.
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note from mariame
I’ve wanted to develop the resource that you are reading for a long time. Over the years, I and 
others have been creating various curricula and activities focused on criminalization. Much of this 
work is scattered across the internet on various websites and blogs. Some things are buried in 
google documents and on our computer hard drives. 

Earlier this year, I reached out to various comrades and co-strugglers to ask if they wanted 
to contribute to a resource that would centralize knowledge and tools created to address 
the criminalization of survival. I identified several existing curricula and activities which 
were supplemented by new ones. The result is 10 curricula and activities that you can use 
in your communities to talk about the intersections between racialized gender violence and 
criminalization, carceral feminism, domestic violence, crimmigration and more.

This resource includes contributions (curricula and activities) by Iliana Figueroa, Jane Hereth, 
Holly Krig, Colby Lenz, Deana Lewis, Chez Rumpf, Ann Russo, Hyejin Shim and myself. Colby, 
Hyejin and I are co-founders of S &P and other contributors are organizers with or allies of the 
formation. 

Gratitude is owed to various people whose ideas shaped this resource and some who contributed 
their time to edit and comment on it. They include: Alisa Bierria, Mandi Hinkley, Santera Michels, 
Naomi Milstein, Xilli Rose, Andy Smith, and Lewis Wallace.

Special thanks to Danbee Kim who designed this resource. 

I spent many uncompensated hours working on this project. I did so because I believe strongly 
in the importance of political education in movement-building. We need a mass movement to 
eradicate violence. I hope that you will use this resource in your organizing work. 

Survived & Punished is an all-volunteer formation and we need & appreciate financial 
contributions for our work. You can donate here: https://survivedandpunished.org/donate/. 

Art by Lex 
Non Scripta

https://survivedandpunished.org/donate/
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Goal: To support advocates in integrating an 
understanding of criminalization as violence into their 
work. 

Target Audience: domestic violence and sexual assault 
advocates/service providers

For many immigrant survivors, accessing support from 
anti-violence organizations is challenging, especially when 
they are prosecuted or convicted of crimes. Advocates 
often identify and manage “crisis” very specifically, looking 
for victims fleeing abusers with the help of shelters and 
police. When isolation, intimidation, and violence come 
from state entities like district attorneys, prisons and ICE, 
abuse may not be recognizable as such—particularly as 
state control over “criminals” is broadly normalized. As 
a result, advocates may judge them as not being “real 
victims” in “real crises” and deny resources. How can 
advocates shift to better support those impacted by abuse, 
immigration and criminalization?

agenda ABOUT
• Introduction 
     (10 mins) 

• Mapping the 
Context (10 
mins)

• Case Study (30 
mins)

• Gallery Walk (30 
mins) 

• Beyond Self 
Defense (15 
mins)

• Looking at the 
Scope of Our 
Own Work (20 
mins)

• Closing (10 
mins)

• Print materials from http://bit.ly/sp_survivorstories 

materials

Total time 
3.5-4 hrs

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

BY HYEJIN SHIM

http://bit.ly/sp_survivorstories
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• Introduce name, organization, gender pronoun, reasons for doing this workshop (ex: 
receiving requests for support from survivors in detention or jail, finding that it was 
difficult to collaborate with other organizations to support criminalized survivors for 
reasons ranging from discomfort to lack of capacity or entangled relationships with 
the district attorney)

Facilitator Note: Sharing these expectations and assumptions for the space out loud 
helps to set the tone and begin the workshop.
• There are no perfect victims, and we are all committed to serving all survivors 

regardless of how they are labeled or judged by the criminal legal system.
• We can’t assume that legal system is always identifying situations and the people 

within them correctly or ethically. In addition to this, not all laws are just. We have 
a responsibility to support survivors against abuses of power, even when the legal 
system is involved in prosecuting them.

• No one does the work knowing how to do it perfectly from the start. However, we do 
have many of the skills we need already.

• We don’t have all the answers, but we do have a lot to share and learn from each 
other.

introduction

Systems expectation vs. reality [have flowchart / poster made]

Expectation: Survivors call police. Police help survivors. Survivors are protected as 
victims of crime. Survivors get full custody of their children if children are involved and 
find shelter. DA prosecutes batterers. Batterers go to jail for a lengthy sentence and, if 
they are immigrants, get deported.

Considerations: Are these outcomes what survivors want? Even with help from police 
and the legal system, are survivors able to find shelter space for themselves and their 
children? Are they able to become financially stable enough to avoid homelessness 
or more abusive situations after just 2-3 months at a shelter? Does the survivor later 
suffer consequences if their batterer is released from jail? Do these outcomes provide 
safety and an immediate end to the current violence? Etc.

mapping the context

10 mins

10 mins

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS
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ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS
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ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

Reality: Survivors have police called on them by abusive people or bystanders. People 
cannot always tell who is causing the harm. Police often arrest both parties or the 
survivor alone. Abusive people can also file restraining orders against survivors or 
accuse them of domestic violence or related crimes. Survivors may not be able to post 
bond which may result in their job loss in addition to being unable to parent or lose 
custody of their children if them have them before they are found guilty of anything. 

Survivors are often prosecuted for survival-related crimes, from self-defense to fleeing 
with children to petty theft if their abusive partner controls all the finances. Jail time/
criminal record can cause immense financial damage, especially to poor/working 
class survivors, making it harder for them to find work in the future. If the survivor is 
undocumented, police may pass over their information to ICE, making them vulnerable 
to being detained and deported by ICE upon release from local jail or state prison. 

Survivors who are already criminalized for their race, class, work, and gender 
identities—Black women, undocumented people, sex workers, transgender 
women and queer people—are often not perceived as being capable of being 
‘victims’, or are perceived as causing their own abuse. These survivors face 
disproportionate consequences and impacts in the criminal legal system.

Facilitator note:

• Our legal system relies on the idea that survivors will never commit crimes, or that 
even our idea of “crime” is neutral. 

• System also relies on the idea that incarceration, deportation and punishment 
are what survivors want for their abusive partners. This creates many barriers 
for survivors in getting relief/support, especially for survivors who rely on 
their abusive partners for finances, co-parenting, etc., or have continuing 
emotional attachments.
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Facilitator reads aloud: 

• May is a 50-year old Thai woman who came to the US to do sex work. She is a 
single domestic violence survivor who financially supports her family, and was not 
able to find work in her home country that could sustain them. She only speaks 
Thai. Though she came to the US willingly to do sex work, she was tricked about 
her situation. She was not allowed to leave and had no freedom of movement, and 
was forced to do sex work for little to no pay. After years of forced sexual labor 
and abuse, the FBI raided the house she stayed in, arresting everyone involved. 
May was also arrested and sent to pre-trial detention, and her bail was set to over 
$100,000. During court, her interpreter asked, “Why did you do this kind of work? 
You have a 20 year old who studies for the police academy. Don’t you understand 
how ashamed he would be if he knows that his mom does sex work?” The federal 
government is charging her as an accomplice to sex trafficking, and for money 
laundering. 

Initial large group discussion (5 min)

• Facilitator 1: What kind of support does May need? (Facilitator 2 write on poster)
• Facilitator 2: What is pre-trial detention & how does it impact her case? (Have 

people share what they know about pre-trial detention. If these points do not come 
up, please share any/all of these as helpful educational points.)

case study 30 mins

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

1. Pre-trial detention is being jailed before you go to trial. Many poor 
people and undocumented immigrants are held in pre-trial detention 
because they cannot post the high bonds required of them, or because 
they are seen as ‘flight risks’ who will flee and not cooperate with legal 
proceedings. 

2. Pre-trial detention can last weeks, months or even years, even if you 
haven’t been convicted of any crime. During this time, people lose their 
jobs, are unable to make payments, are unable to parent, etc. and 
overall their lives are hugely disrupted. 

3. Being jailed and having to come to your trial shackled and wearing 
uniforms for incarcerated people can negatively impact jurors’ or judges’ 
views of you. 

4. These factors, combined with the fact that many abuses happen in jails, 
can pressure people into accepting unfair plea deals even if they have 
not done anything wrong.
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May Skit continued (7 volunteers read aloud)
Instructions: Select six volunteers and give them each a role and script to read out loud. 
One facilitator will read the role of the Advocate.

• Advocate (Facilitator 1): Eventually, an advocate gets in touch with May and 
hears her story. May begins to trust AWS and with her permission, the organization 
advocates for her to be released from pre-trial detention and requests to be her bail 
obligor as an organization. The court eventually agrees, but only if she wears an ankle 
monitor and is kept under house arrest. May is not allowed to walk outside even into 
the backyard without permission, nor is she allowed to use the phone or computer 
freely. Her case is kept very private within the organization due to legal issues. 

• VOLUNTEER #1: A member of the organization sees May’s ankle monitor one day, 
and tells May’s advocate: “Why does May wear that? I need to know because I wasn’t 
told that someone like that would be here. I need to know for my safety.”

• VOLUNTEER #2: Another person knows that May has pending legal issues, but 
doesn’t know much about her case. She says to a staff member: “I can’t support her 
depending on the nature of the crime.”

• Advocate (Facilitator 1): Over the course of a year, May is able to gain more 
freedoms with the support of her advocate. At this point, it is time for her to move 
into more long-term housing. May’s advocate makes calls to other anti-violence 
organizations to try to find her some options.

• ORG #1: Another organization says, “We don’t have any staff that speaks her 
language. And if she comes here, will she agree to follow all our rules? We don’t really 
have capacity to support someone in this kind of situation. We don’t do legal work.”

• ORG #2: Another organization says, “Well, she obviously made big mistakes—if 
we take her in, how do we know she won’t do something stupid again? What if she 
sneaks out to do sex work at night instead of abiding by curfew?” 

• ORG #3: Yet another organization says, “We have a really good relationship with the 
prosecutors on this case and don’t want to step on any toes with them.”

• ORG #4: One organization says to May’s advocate, “She knowingly came to the US to 
do sex work…. Our grant requires her to be a real victim of trafficking. We can’t take 
her in.”

Short debrief: Thoughts and reactions? What were barriers to May receiving support? 
Have you heard these things before? *May’s case is a true story, and these responses are 
all real as well.

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS
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Facilitator Note: Transition into the next activity, which is a gallery walk of survivor 
stories and statistics. Invite participants to take breaks as needed, as the content is 
heavy.
• Have printouts of these taped to the walls. Instruct participants to go around 

reading the different stories/statistics silently for 15-20 minutes.
• Take remaining time to debrief thoughts, reactions and observations.

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

gallery walk 30 mins

Facilitator Note: What are some crimes that survivors are charged with or found 
guilty of? Including but not limited to those in the gallery walk? Take suggestions/ 
brainstorms from the audience and write them on a poster. Make sure that the 
following are covered, and to highlight that criminalized forms of survival go beyond 
just self defense.

• Self defense—framed as domestic violence, battery, murder, etc.: Survivor may 
be arrested and charged with domestic violence for being perceived as overly 
emotional, violent, unstable, etc., especially if survivor has fought back in self 
defense.

• Immigration violations
• Child abduction/kidnapping: Fleeing with children from an abusive situation
• Failure to protect”: Staying with children in an abusive situation where children 

are harmed by the abusive person—survivor parent is also being coerced and 
threatened; a survivor’s attempts to protect a child might look different in every 
situation.

• Accomplice to crimes: Survivors are often coerced by their abusive partners into 
committing crimes ranging from theft to participating in the drug trade. Survivors 
are often charged as accomplices to crimes their abusive partners committed, 
even murder, even if they only witnessed the crime and did not help plan or 
execute it. Most survivors serving life without parole sentences in California are 
doing so based on being framed as accomplices.

• Other criminalized acts for survival: Working in the sex trade, working illegally, 
substance use, stealing, etc. 

What would happen if we did not criminalize survival actions, but instead, gave 
people the support that they needed to live safer and happier lives?

beyond self defense 15mins
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Pair share (5 mins)
• Do you or your organization have experience supporting criminalized survivors?
• If yes, what has it been like? If not, why?

Large group discussion—Together (5-7 mins per question)
• Can one or two pairs report back from your discussion?
• What are some reasons our organizations & advocates might not be supporting 

criminalized/incarcerated survivors? Be honest! (Facilitator create a poster and 
take notes). 

  Answers that could come up: capacity, substance use policies, restrictive  
  rules, relationships with district attorneys, funders, ‘we don’t get calls like  
  that,’ language access, etc.
• Given these “reasons”/barriers, what are some shifts we can or want to create in 

our work?

Facilitator points:
• We have most of the skills we need to support criminalized survivors. The things 

we don’t know about, we can learn: have regular staff and volunteer trainings on 
criminalized survivor issues.

• Ending the “perfect victims” mentality
• Not “screening people out” because they don’t immediately fit into our grants, etc.
• Margin-to-center approach
• Most of impacted survivors will be women of color (Black, immigrant)
• Taking collect calls from jails/prisons/etc.
• Educating ourselves about police, prosecution, immigration & prison systems
• Re-thinking relationships with law enforcement, prosecutors
• Being open to trying new things—writing letters, asking questions (if someone asks 

you to write a letter of support, and you don’t know how, ask)

looking at the scope of our own work 15mins

ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS
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ANTI-VIOLENCE ADVOCACY 
& CRIMINALIZED SURVIVORS

There are No Perfect Victims.

All survivors deserve support, regardless of / especially because criminalization.

DV/SA organizations are uniquely positioned to be able to help and advocate for 
more incarcerated and criminalized survivors because of existing skill sets, resources 
and reputability/expertise on domestic violence and trauma. It’s our responsibility to 
support each other to do increased and more holistic support work for survivors.

closing 10 mins

Survived and Punished

California Coalition for Women Prisoners

Love and Protect

Survived and Punished Self-assessment tool for anti-violence organizations on 
criminalized survivors

resources

https://survivedandpunished.org/
https://womenprisoners.org/
http://loveandprotect.org/
http://bit.ly/sp_dvchecklist
http://bit.ly/sp_dvchecklist
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• To understand the intersections between racialized 
gender violence and criminalization.

• To understand the factors that led to particular 
survivors’ criminalization.

agenda goals
• Opening (5 

mins)

• Introduction & 
Overview

     (15 mins) 

• What is 
Criminalized 
Survival? (10 
mins)

• Timeline Activity 
(30 mins)

• Venn Diagram 
Activity (15 
mins) 

• Case Studies 
(40 mins)

• Closing (5 mins)

• Flip chart and markers
• Timeline cards and tape
• Post-it notes
• Blank sheets of paper
• Copies of case studies
• Copies of Rachel Domain’s diagram
• Music 

materials

Total time 
2 hrs

criminalizing survival
BY Mothers United Against Violence & Incarceration (MUAVI)
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Facilitator Note: Play “Body Electric,” by Hurry for the Riff Raff, a reworking of Delia’s 
Gone: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KvXteZkByE 

OPENING

Name, gender pronouns (if you want to share), why you are here at this teach-in.

Special note to facilitator: You will certainly have survivors of domestic and other 
forms of violence in the room. Make sure that you have a list of local domestic violence 
and sexual violence resources with you so that you can share those with people who 
might need them as they leave. Also, make sure that you tell everyone at the start of 
the teach-in/workshop that if they find themselves feeling overwhelmed, it’s okay to get 
up and take a break. If you have a local DV organization in your community, you might 
want to ask if they might send a counselor to your teach-in so the person can be on 
site in case people need support during the session. 

Who is Moms United against Violence and Incarceration? Points to hit: When 
we talk about DV, we include all the places survivors live, including prisons and jail, 
because violence is institutionalized in prisons and jails. Talk briefly about participatory 
defense campaigns. 

The following article provides background on MUAVI’s work: https://truthout.org/
articles/how-we-get-free-an-organizing-story-and-a-love-letter/ 

introductions

5 mins

15 mins

criminalizing survival

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KvXteZkByE 
https://truthout.org/articles/how-we-get-free-an-organizing-story-and-a-love-letter/ 
https://truthout.org/articles/how-we-get-free-an-organizing-story-and-a-love-letter/ 


survived & punished curriculum 16

What is criminalization? [Invite participants to brainstorm ideas. Some ideas are 
below.]

What is criminalized survival? Rachel White Domain’s diagram:

Criminalized Survival Activity 10 mins

criminalizing survival

How Victimization Creates “Pathways to Crime” 
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Facilitator information: What is “criminalization”? What are criminalization agencies 
or systems? (Source: Barnard Center for Research on Women)

“Criminalization is the social and political process by which society determines which 
actions or behaviors – and by whom – will be punished by the state. At the most basic 
level, it involves passage and enforcement of criminal laws” @bcrwtweets 

“While framed as neutral, decisions about what kinds of conduct to punish, how, & 
how much are very much a choice, guided by existing structures of economic & social 
inequality based on race, gender, sexuality, disability, & poverty, among others” 
@bcrwtweets 

Another example of how criminalization is driving/is driven by existing inequality is 
that concealed carry laws did not protect Siwatu-Salama Ra, sentenced to 2 yrs 
for defending her family or Harith Augustus, killed by CPD in July https://www.vox.
com/2018/5/4/17311452/gun-rights-black-lives-matter-michigan-siwatu-salama-ra 

“Criminalization extends beyond laws and policies to more symbolic – and more 
deeply entrenched – processes of creating categories of people deemed “criminals.” 
@bcrwtweets 

“These highly racialized and gendered narratives – whether they are about “thugs”, 
“crack mothers,” “welfare queens,” or “bad hombres” – fuel a generalized state of 
anxiety and fear, and to brand people labeled “criminal” as threatening, dangerous, 
and inhuman.” @bcrwtweets 

For example, Morgan Ellis--young, Black, grieving mom--lost her toddler to a tragic 
accident, accidental ingestion of an adult medicine. 65,000 kids in the US go to ER’s 
each year for ingestion of a toxin. 65,000 caregivers are not charged w/ homicide. 

“In this context, violence, banishment and exile, denial of protection, and restrictions 
on freedom, expression, movement, and ultimately existence of people deemed 
“criminal” within our communities becomes a “natural” response” @bcrwtweets 

Criminalization denies basic protections to ppl whose vulnerability to structural 
violence left them w/ records. Includes orders of protection (IL), access to shelters. 
We deny Black women & genderqueer people vulnerability; the state identifies them 
as the danger.

criminalizing survival

https://www.vox.com/2018/5/4/17311452/gun-rights-black-lives-matter-michigan-siwatu-salama-ra 
https://www.vox.com/2018/5/4/17311452/gun-rights-black-lives-matter-michigan-siwatu-salama-ra 
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Criminalization is the system/process/version of the world through which huge 
profits and hegemonic power are realized between racial capitalism and criminalized 
survival. (https://truthout.org/opinion/item/44053-to-honor-king-let-s-work-to-end-
racial-capitalism?platform=hootsuite/) 

Criminalization creates a permanent underclass of workers who are exploited under 
capitalism, as intended, inside & outside prisons, as are their loved ones who must 
support their survival, as prison/parole/probation is not about meeting needs

Criminalization is also sustained by maintaining whole communities of grossly 
underserved students, who will continue to be denied education opportunities inside 
detention, jail, prison and after. 

criminalizing survival

Facilitator points (5 minutes):
• This timeline provides a look at the intersections of racialized gender violence and 

criminalization.

• Remind participants this is not an exhaustive review of every single issue related 
to the criminalization of survivors, but is only a sampling of select events. Tell 
them that they will be invited to add what they know and think is important to this 
history on the timeline.

• Exercises like this are helpful because they show the historic and current ways 
that people and communities are impacted by government, political events, and 
cultural events. 

• Timelines are also a way to share our history of resistance and tell the story of the 
ways people affected by these issues have fought back in small and big ways and 
have succeeded in creating social change.

timeline Activity 30-40 min

https://truthout.org/opinion/item/44053-to-honor-king-let-s-work-to-end-racial-capitalism?platform=h
https://truthout.org/opinion/item/44053-to-honor-king-let-s-work-to-end-racial-capitalism?platform=h
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criminalizing survival

Create 2 “circles”, which will inevitably overlap: 1 for organizations/agencies/
institutions that are thought of as providing support, and 1 for organizations/agencies/
institutions that are thought of as entry points to criminalization. 

ANOTHER OPTION: Word Association: prisoner vs survivor, also establishing 
overlap in our understanding of those experiences. 

Note from Holly Krig: For the word association activity, use 2 different colors of 
post-it notes, passed around the room, and each participant writes as many words, 
one per card, that they associate with “prisoner” and with “survivor”. They place them 
on opposite sides of a wall or, preferably a white or chalk board. Then the facilitator 
reads them off and shifts cards that describe “survivor” and “prisoner” with similar 
words toward the center to make a circle. The outliers usually include words like 
“victim” and “violent”. This normally,  returns the group to the “Venn diagram” toward 
the end of the case study and the group spends a bit of time on the outliers, re-
evaluating “violent” and also “victim”, etc. 

OPTIONAL ADDITION: Using the orgs/agencies that are meant to provide support 
and those that criminalize,  use the post-its in a similar way or make 2 columns on 
big paper. This could be used to get deeper into all the barriers that exist for groups 
these systems were not created to serve, but to control, as well as legislation/reform 
policies that performs progress, but further codify inequality and barriers to support. 

venn diagram Activity 15 mins

 Handout copies of Naomi and Eisha’s case studies. Facilitator instructs participants 
to silently read the story. After a few minutes, ask for volunteers to read it out loud. 

When reading is done, ask the questions included at the end of each case study to 
facilitate a discussion.

case studies 30-40 mins
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During the morning of March 28, 2012, Eisha Love, a then-22-year old, Black 
transgender woman, was on a trip to buy her mother a birthday gift: chocolate 
covered strawberries. Eisha’s journey becoming herself was not easy, but by that age, 
her mother had accepted her as an energetic, ambitious, and outgoing young woman. 
Eisha, the oldest sibling in a large family, dreamed of going into the culinary arts and 
becoming a model. 

On March 28, 2012, Eisha and her friend arrived at a gas station where they were 
attacked with a barrage of anti-trans epithets. Eisha was not new to slurs, and 
had learned to deflect and avoid the hateful words. But this time was unique: the 
aggression led beyond yelling words to an altercation in which Eisha was punched in 
the face. As Eisha and her friend attempted to flee to safety in a car,the men called for 
reinforcements who chased them on foot and in a vehicle.  During the chase, one of 
the aggressors was struck by the vehicle Eisha drove, resulting in a severe leg injury. 
Eisha fled to survive. Her ’s flight to safety comes amid disproportionate murders of 
trans women of color, with one occurring nearby only a month after Eisha’s arrest. 
Additionally, Eisha has said that her friend who was with her and could have served 
as a witness was tortured and killed months afterward, that the men who threatened 
Love have attempted to make good on their promise, leaving anyone associated with 
her or the incident in danger.

Eisha went to the police station to report the attack, but instead of investigating, the 
police booked her on aggravated assault. Eisha was transported to Cook County 
Jail’s Division 11—a medium security facility.  A little more than one month later, a 
grand jury indicted Eisha on charges of first-degree attempted murder and aggravated 
battery. She had a $500,000 bond ($50,000 to walk), which prevented her pre-trial 
release. Eisha was transferred to the maximum-security, all-male Division 9 where 
she spent most of her time in the relative isolation of “protective custody”. 
Transgender people often experience disproportionate abuse, isolation, and denial of 
resources such as hormonies while incarcerated. It was no different for Eisha. Eisha 
has said that guards and fellow incarcerated people in Division 9 were often verbally 
abusive.  Transgender women are disproportionately represented in the jail, though 
greatly outnumbered by cisgender men. She was placed in solitary confinement on 
numerous occasions including once for nine days after protesting when a non-trans 
man was put in her cell due to overcrowding. She was receiving some hormone 
treatment but not enough. Eisha said that she missed her siblings growing up without 
their older sister, and felt her mother’s pain and despair.  Eisha’s own loss of hope  led 
her to say heartbreaking words such as, “If I wasn’t a tranny, none of this would have 
happened to me.” 

criminalizing survival
case study: eisha lov
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Eisha has said that her last public defender did everything she could to dissuade 
Eisha from fighting her case. Eisha said, “There would be things that kind of 
discouraged me to believe that she was working for me. It was like she was working 
against me. I would tell her I wanted to go with a strong fight and she would say ‘It 
happened. You did it. Just plead out.’ It was a scare factor.”

Supporters finally secured an attorney for Eisha willing to fight her case. Eisha was 
finally released after three years and nine months surviving in a tiny cell of the Cook 
County Jail waiting for a trial. She was released with time already served (her time in 
pre-trial detention exceeded what she would have been sentenced to), after accepting 
a plea deal on the aggravated assault charge. 

Eisha had to return to court after her release on a charge she received while 
incarcerated after a corrections officer attacked her, and accused her of assault. 
Charges resulting from abuse by corrections staff are not uncommon, especially for 
transgender inmates. 

Eisha has shared that she has since been trying to put her life back together again. 
Once out, she was in temporary housing and actively looking for a job. Her long-
term goal now is to speak out for and help any people of color who find themselves 
attacked by institutional racism and a culture of confinement which is unjust and 
nothing more than violent torture.

References: 
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Trans-woman-claims-self-defense-in-
case/49008.html
https://www.youcaring.com/eisha-love-511716
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Mother-of-Eisha-Love-Heartbreak-and-
courage/49009.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/In-her-own-words-Eisha-Love-looks-
back/53731.html

Questions:
• What are the systemic forces that led to Eisha Love’s incarceration?
• How does Eisha Love’s experience in pre-trial detention illustrate specific harms to 

transgender women of color?
• How does Eisha Love’s story speak to questions about “dangerousness” and the 

limits criminal justice reform efforts focused on people accused of “nonviolent” 
crimes?

• How do you envision your agency/organization/group could have advocated for or 
offered support to Eisha Love? 
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http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Trans-woman-claims-self-defense-in-case/49008.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Trans-woman-claims-self-defense-in-case/49008.html
https://www.youcaring.com/eisha-love-511716
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Mother-of-Eisha-Love-Heartbreak-and-courage/49009.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/Mother-of-Eisha-Love-Heartbreak-and-courage/49009.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/In-her-own-words-Eisha-Love-looks-back/53731.html
http://www.windycitymediagroup.com/lgbt/In-her-own-words-Eisha-Love-looks-back/53731.html
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On the 4th of July weekend in 2015, Naomi Freeman, a 23 year-old Black woman, 
was arrested at her home, and later charged with first degree murder for the death of 
her boyfriend, John Perry. She was held at Cook County Jail on a $500,000 D bond 
(requiring $50,000 to be released). She faced decades in prison if convicted. 

Naomi Freeman was a mother of 2 children under 5 at the time and was in her first 
trimester of pregnancy with her 3rd child. Naomi had been to the hospital previously 
when Perry had beaten her. She did not tell hospital staff how she was injured and 
she did not call police. Naomi’s first encounter with police was when she was 10 
years old and a police officer thrust her head against a wall when she protested him 
searching her backpack on her way home from school. The officer experienced no 
consequences, and Naomi began seeing a therapist shortly after. Naomi’s father had 
also been beaten by police on more than one occasion and took civil action against 
CPD. It was clear why Naomi was wary of police officers. 

In the summer of 2015, Naomi had been attempting to avoid Perry, so that she could 
slowly cut ties with him without initiating a break-up. On July 4th, Perry began calling 
Naomi who had been at a party with her family. He demanded that she bring him 
money and harassed and threatened her until she agreed. Naomi was nervous, so 
brought a friend with her. When she gave Perry the money, he continued to verbally 
abuse and threaten her. As she attempted to drive away, he pulled her from the car 
and hit her dozens of times in the face, threatening her life, repeatedly daring her to 
do anything about it. The friend of Naomi’s attempted to pull Perry off  Naomi, but 
eventually fled in fear. Naomi got back into the car by herself, and as Perry continued 
threatening her, she struck him with the minivan she was driving. Fearing he would 
come after her, she got out of the vehicle and ran. Perry was in fact pinned under the 
van and died later in the hospital from his injuries. Naomi was arrested days later. 
Staff in the jail’s medical unit confirmed her pregnancy.

Later that summer, members of Moms United Against Violence and Incarceration 
(MUAVI) were able to meet with Naomi Freeman and get in touch with her legal 
representation with some help from Cabrini Green Legal Aid’s CLAIM (Chicago Legal 
Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers) program. Though the only public information 
about her case were crime beat stories painting Naomi as a jealous girlfriend, it 
appeared similar to other cases in which women acted in defense of their lives. After 
a number of conversations with Naomi and her attorney, MUAVI, Love & Protect 
(formerly Chicago Alliance to Free Marissa Alexander), and the Chicago Community 
Bond Fund (CCBF) partnered to raise money to get Naomi released on bond, with 
the goal of getting her released before Christmas. Just as she was entering her 3rd 
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trimester, the coalition raised the money and CCBF posted bond on December 23, 
2015.

Throughout 2016, MUAVI, Love & Protect, and CCBF organized court support, held a 
community baby shower for Naomi, raised funds for housing after her mom passed, 
and uplifted her case in social media efforts tied to other criminalized survivors. In 
2016, a campaign to oust Cook County State’s Attorney, Anita Alvarez resulted in 
the election of State’s Attoreny Kim Foxx, on a mandate to reform that office, and 
specifically how it addresses the criminalization of survivors and holds the Chicago 
Police Department accountable for violence targeting Black communities. 

In August 2017, the Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women’s Network set up a 
meeting with members of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s office. The meeting 
focused on three cases in which women were currently charged with first-degree 
murder. The group asserted that violence was both a direct provocation and that 
domestic abuse was the underlying story of each case, and that they were similar to 
nationally known cases in which supporters were demanding freedom for survivors. 
The women charged were Paris Knox, Caress Shumaker, and Naomi Freeman. 

By September of 2017, Naomi Freeman’s first-degree murder charge was reduced 
to involuntary manslaughter with 30 months of probation and a requirement to visit 
a mental health professional monthly. Caress Shumaker’s charges were dismissed. 
Paris Knox, who had already been incarcerated for 13 years and had won a new trial, 
was offered a reduction to second-degree murder and time served, plus parole. 

All three - Naomi Freeman, Paris Knox, and Caress Shumaker have returned to 
community.

Questions:
• What are the systemic forces that led to Naomi’s incarceration/criminalization?
• How important was community support in securing Naomi’s freedom?
• How do you envision your agency, organization, networks--and you personally--

could have advocated for or offered support to Naomi? 
• How does Naomi’s story speak to questions about “dangerousness” and the limits 

of criminal justice reform efforts that are currently focused on people accused of 
“nonviolent” crimes?
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criminalizing survival

Additional Playlist (set to public): 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/096KCu0lSDzKCeuRj82yxk

Joanne Little by Sweet Honey in the Rock https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=6KemD_y-gA4

Additional music: 

Jazmine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9EYGHmBjvA

Lady Gaga https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmWBrN7QV6Y

Tina Turner: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq4aOaDXIfY

Prince: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG3VcCAlUgE 

closing 5 mins

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/096KCu0lSDzKCeuRj82yxk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KemD_y-gA4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KemD_y-gA4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a9EYGHmBjvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZmWBrN7QV6Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dq4aOaDXIfY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG3VcCAlUgE 
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criminalizing ky peterson

• To understand the connection between sexual violence 
and the criminalization of trans people and gender 
nonconforming individuals. 

• To understand the factors that led to Ky Peterson’s 
criminalization. 

agenda goals
• Introduction 
     (15 mins) 

• Quiz (15-20 
mins)

• Timeline Activity 
(30 mins)

• Ky’s Story (30 
mins) 

• Closing (5 mins)

materials

Total time 
2 hrs

BY Iliana Figueroa

• Flip chart and markers
• Timeline cards and tape
• Copies of “Ky’s Story”
• Copies of quiz on “Statistics of Interpersonal & State 

Violence Against Transgender Populations”
• Copies of letter template to Governor Nathan Deal 
• Loose lead paper and pens (if participants want to 

write their own letter to Gov. Deal) 
• List of local domestic violence and sexual assault 

resources that are queer and trans friendly 
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Name, pronouns if people would like to share, why you are at this teach-in and what 
ice cream flavor is your gender today? 

Special note to facilitator: You will certainly have survivors of sexual violence, 
transphobic violence, and other forms of violence in the room. Make sure that you 
have a list of local sexual violence resources, and resources that are queer and trans 
friendly with you so that you can share those with people who might need them as they 
leave. Also, make sure that you tell everyone at the start of the teach-in/workshop that 
if they find themselves feeling overwhelmed, it’s OK to get up and take a break. If you 
have a local queer and trans organization that works with sexual violence survivors in 
your community, you might want to ask if they might send a counselor to your teach-in 
so the person can be on site in case people need support during the session.

introductions 15 mins

Participants will be given a quiz on the topic of the criminalization of trans people. The 
purpose of this activity is to help participants understand the ways in which institutional 
harm plays an integral role in the lives of trans people, while centering the ways trans 
people of color in general and Black trans women in particular are targeted by violence. 
This activity will also help participants recognize the distinct circumstances trans 
people face within the prison industrial complex.

Activity: multiple choice sheet with statistics 
• Ask participants to fill out the multiple choice quizzes individually or in pairs. After 

everyone has completed the quiz, review the answers and  then go through some 
of the questions/answers that most stuck out to the group.

• Ask a few people to share with everyone the two statistics that stood out to them 
the most. Use these guiding questions to follow-up their answers: 

           1. What was your original guess?
           2. What is the correct answer?
           3. Was there anything that surprised you?

quiz on criminalization of trans people
15-20 mins
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Say: We will be viewing a timeline of the history of trans led movements and/or 
legislation that have been put into place or “for” trans people as well as other instance 
of violence in which trans people have been punished for acts of self-defense. 

Remind participants that the timeline is not an exhaustive documentation of every 
instance of racialized gender-based violence and criminalization. The timeline 
is meant to offer a sampling of the historical pattern of the criminalization at the 
intersection of racialized gender-based self-defense. At the end of this activity, 
everyone will have the opportunity to add or discuss points that they would remove 
from the timeline. 

Before participants view the timeline, tell them to pay attention to the ways that Black 
and Brown trans women are disproportionately targeted by violence and lift up their 
existence throughout the conversation. 

There are at least three ways that you can structure this activity depending on group 
size, space, etc…

If you have a lot of wall space and want to streamline the activity, you can set it up 
as a gallery walk. You can do small group discussion. Or you can make it a very 
streamlined activity.

Gallery Walk Version (35 minutes total) 
[Preparation: Before your teach-in begins, post timeline cards on your walls in 
chronological order.] Facilitator instructs: Find a partner, ideally someone who you 
don’t know, and tour the timeline. Feel free to chat as you tour, once you’re done take 
a seat. 15 min

Debrief Timeline – 20 min (Large group or in pairs)

Once everyone is done touring, ask the following questions to help surface what 
participants saw and learned.

Flip chart the following questions, one per page. Write up people’s answers as the 
discussion moves forward:
     1. What did you learn or what was surprising about the timeline?
     2. Did you notice any specific trends?
     3. What’s missing from the timeline? What would you add?

timeline Activity 30-40 min
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Small Group Version (35 minutes) 
[Preparation: Prior to beginning the teach in – create a timeline on a wall starting 
from pre-1800 to 2018. Leave enough room for participants to post cards under and/
or above the dates.] Facilitator instructs: Break up into groups of at least 2 people. I 
will be giving you some cards with historical information on them. [Note to facilitators: 
there are a number of historical moments included in this timeline. Depending on the 
number of participants in your workshop, hand out enough cards per group to allow 
for all groups to have at least a couple of cards. You should also be sure to hand 
out blank post-it notes so that groups can add their own historical moments to the 
timeline, should they choose.]

     1. Read the cards and discuss them with your partner/group:
         a. Is this information that you already knew? 
         b. Is this new information?   
         c. If the info is not new, what more can you share with your partner/group 
            about this era?

     2. After you’ve discussed the historical moments, please paste them on the          
         timeline in the appropriate era. Also you can add other information that you 
         know about other historical moments that may not already be represented on 
         the timeline.

     3. State, “I am going to ask for a volunteer from each pair or group to come    
         up and discuss the historical moments that they posted on the timeline.”
         At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the   
         timeline, what do you notice are some recurring themes?”
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Streamlined Timeline Activity (limited time and space, 20 minutes) 

There are some instances where facilitators might want to include some historical 
background but are pressed for time or perhaps have limited space. In that case, you 
can do a streamlined version of the timeline activity.

Give out 8 to 10 timeline cards to 8 to 10 different participants. [Note to facilitator: 
make sure that you pre-select the events that you think will best illustrate how trans 
people have been criminalized throughout history.]

Review the timeline in chronological order by asking participants to come up and 
present/explain the event/historical moment they have and place it on the timeline (on 
a wall, blackboard, etc.).

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, what 
do you notice is a recurring theme?

Facilitator Note: It is important to note that the criminalization of gender that deviates 
from cisheteromorativity dates back to the creation of the United States of America.
The cisnormative gender binary was devised as a tool in order to colonize
indigenous people and seize power.

According to Andrea Smith, “In order to colonize a people whose society was not a 
hierarchical, colonizers must first naturalize hierarchy through instituting patriarchy.” 
Although Indigenous societies are widely reported to have allowed for a range of 
gender identities and expressions, colonization required the violent suppression of 
gender fluidity in order to facilitate the establishment of hierarchical relations between 
two rigidly defined genders, and, by extension, between colonizer and colonized.” (p.3, 
Smith).

Smith continues, “Deviant sexualities were similarly ascribed to Africans as a 
necessary tool of the colonization of Africa, the transatlantic slave trade, and chattel 
slavery. As noted by legal scholar Dorothy Roberts, “Even before the African slave 
trade began, Europeans explained the need to control Africans by mythologizing the 
voracious ‘sexual appetites’ of Black [people].” (p. 3, Smith)

Through Smith’s work, we can understand that gender outside of the violent cisgender 
binary (cis-woman, cisman) has been historically punished as a means to uphold 
white supremacist heteropatriarchy. Understanding this helps us to understand the 
ways the racialized and gendered oppression Ky experiences intersected to led to 
his criminalization. Ky was not viewed as a victim because and thus unworthy of self-
defense because he had no self to defend.

criminalizing ky peterson
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Handout copies of “Ky’s Story.” Facilitator instructs participants to silently read the 
story. After a few minutes, ask for volunteers to read it out loud to the group.

When reading is done, ask the following questions: 
   a. What happened? 
   b. What are the factors that led to Ky’s criminalization? How did Ky’s gender impact   
       his criminalization?
   c. Were there any points where a positive intervention might have made a difference 
       for him? What would those interventions have been?
   d. What alternative ways could this incident have been handled? 

Play Survived and Punished video about Ky’s case 
(link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=W7ySbCx_SwE)

ky’s story 30 mins

Pass out materials for people to write Governor Nathan Deal. Offer letter template that 
they can sign and mail, if they are unable to write their own or need an example. 

writing activity

Thank everyone for coming. Share information about how they can keep up with the 
#FreeingKy Campaign (www.freeingky.com) 

closing 5 mins

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=6&v=W7ySbCx_SwE
http://www.freeingky.com
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https://dailycollegian.com/2017/11/01/cece-mcdonald-speaks-on-self-defense-and-
being-a-black-poc/

#Survived and Punished: Survivor Defense as Abolitionist Praxis (a collaborative 
toolkit, particularly p. 13 “On Supporting Transgender Survivors”)
http://www.survivedandpunished.org/uploads/2/4/9/8/24987034/survived-and-
punished-toolkit.pdf 

Trapped in a Transphobic Hell: Ky Peterson and the Trials of Trans People in Prison
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/41949-trapped-in-a-transphobic-hell-ky-peterson-
and-the-trials-of-trans-people-in-prison

Ky Peterson- Survived and Punished (video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=W7ySbCx_SwE

resources

criminalizing ky peterson

https://dailycollegian.com/2017/11/01/cece-mcdonald-speaks-on-self-defense-and-being-a-black-poc/
https://dailycollegian.com/2017/11/01/cece-mcdonald-speaks-on-self-defense-and-being-a-black-poc/
http://www.survivedandpunished.org/uploads/2/4/9/8/24987034/survived-and-punished-toolkit.pdf 
http://www.survivedandpunished.org/uploads/2/4/9/8/24987034/survived-and-punished-toolkit.pdf 
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/41949-trapped-in-a-transphobic-hell-ky-peterson-and-the-trials-of
http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/41949-trapped-in-a-transphobic-hell-ky-peterson-and-the-trials-of
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=W7ySbCx_SwE
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Quiz: Statistics of Interpersonal and State Violence  
Against Transgender Populations  

 
1. Percentage of those who are transgender or gender non-conforming who reported 
harassment in grades K-12. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
40% 
53% 
65% 
78% 
 
 
2. Times more likely a trans-person of color is to experience unemployment than the general 
population. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
2 times 
3 times 
4 times 
5 time  

  
   
3. Percentage of trans people who reported experiencing harassment, mistreatment or 
discrimination at work. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
63% 
76% 
81% 
90% 

    
 

4. Percentage of transgender sex workers who report experiencing an adverse job outcome in 
the traditional workforce, such as being denied a job or promotion or being fired because of their 
gender identity or expression. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/Meaningful%20Work-Full%20Report_FINAL_3.pdf) 
 
54% 
69% 
72% 
81%  

 
 

 

quiz: statistics of interpersonal & state 

violence against transgender populations
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Quiz: Statistics of Interpersonal and State Violence  
Against Transgender Populations  

 
1. Percentage of those who are transgender or gender non-conforming who reported 
harassment in grades K-12. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
40% 
53% 
65% 
78% 
 
 
2. Times more likely a trans-person of color is to experience unemployment than the general 
population. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
2 times 
3 times 
4 times 
5 time  

  
   
3. Percentage of trans people who reported experiencing harassment, mistreatment or 
discrimination at work. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 

 
63% 
76% 
81% 
90% 

    
 

4. Percentage of transgender sex workers who report experiencing an adverse job outcome in 
the traditional workforce, such as being denied a job or promotion or being fired because of their 
gender identity or expression. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/Meaningful%20Work-Full%20Report_FINAL_3.pdf) 
 
54% 
69% 
72% 
81%  

 
 

 

 
 

5. Rates of arrest for white transgender sex workers who report being “arrested for being trans.” 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/Meaningful%20Work-Full%20Report_FINAL_3.pdf) 

 
18% 
25% 
37% 
48%  

 
6. Rates of arrest for transgender sex workers of color who reported being “arrested for being 
trans.” (http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/Meaningful%20Work-Full%20Report_FINAL_3.pdf) 
 
19% 
24% 
39% 
46%  
 
 
7. Percentage of transwomen of color who are murdered during an anti-LGBTQ hate 
crime.(https://www.ovc.gov/pubs/forge/sexual_numbers.html) 

 
54% 
72% 
82% 
95%  
 
8. Percentage of transgender people who will be raped in their lifetime. 
(http://forge-forward.org/wp-content/docs/FAQ-10-2012-rates-of-violence.pdf) 

 
27% 
30% 
44% 
50% 
 
9. Percentage of transgender people who have attempted suicide and were also a victim of 
sexual assault. (http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf) 
 
34% 
45% 
55% 
64% 
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10. Percentage of transgender people who would feel uncomfortable asking the police for help if 
they needed it. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf) 

 
33% 
40% 
45% 
57%  
 
 
11. Ratio of transgender people in the US who have been imprisoned compared to cisgender 
people. 
(http://www.survivedandpunished.org/uploads/2/4/9/8/24987034/survived-and-punished-toolkit.pdf) 

 
1 in 2 
1 in 4 
1 in 6 
1 in 8 
 
 
12. Percentage of Black transgender people who have been imprisoned. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/resources/NCTE_Blueprint_for_Equality2012_Prison_Reform.pdf) 

 
11% 
20% 
35% 
47% 
 
 
13. Percentage of trans women who have been incarcerated at some point in their lives. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/resources/NCTE_Blueprint_for_Equality2012_Prison_Reform.pdf) 
 

10% 
21%  
32% 
44% 
 
 
14. Times more likely incarcerated transgender people are to experience sexual assault than 
cisgender incarcerated people (reported by the National Institute of Corrections) 
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2 times  
10 times 
13 times 
21 times 
15. Ratio of transgender people who were incarcerated in jail, prison, or juvenile detention 
center who were physically and/or sexual assualted by facility staff during that time. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf) 
 
1 in 3 
1 in 4 
1 in 5 
1 in 6 
 
16. Percentage of African-American transgender people who are sexually assaulted while in 
police custody of jail. (https://www.ovc.gov/pubs/forge/sexual_numbers.html) 

 
12% 
18% 
25% 
32%  
 
 
17. Percentage of incarcerated transgender people who reported sexual victimization in state 
and federal prisons. (https://www.hrc.org/blog/doj-releases-data-on-use-of-segregation-solitary-confinement-in-prisons-and) 

 
17% 
34% 
40% 
58%  
 
18. Percentage of of Black transgender women of color report being sexually assaulted in 
prison. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Gay and Lesbian Taskforce, Black and Pink's national LGBTQ Prison survey) 

 
10% 
23% 
30% 
38% 
 
 
19. Percentage of transgender people who were taking hormones before being incarcerated 
who were prohibited from taking those hormones while in jail, prison, or juvenile detention. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf) 

 
23%% 
37% 

14. Times more likely incarcerated transgender people are to experience sexual assault 
than cisgender incarcerated people (reported by the National Institute of Corrections)
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41% 
50%  
 
 
 
20. Percentage of transgender people who were in immigration detention and held in solitary 
confinement. 
(http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf) 
 
19% 
22% 
39% 
42%  
 
21. Percentage of LGBTQ inmates that report spending time in solitary confinement during their 
imprisonment. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, National Gay and Lesbian Taskforce, Black and Pink's national LGBTQ Prison 
survey) 
 
66% 
74% 
85% 
92%  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Percentage of transgender people who were taking hormones before being 
incarcerated who were prohibited from taking those hormones while in jail, prison, or 
juvenile detention. (http://www.transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS%20
Full%20Report%20-%20FINAL%201.6.17.pdf)

23%%
37%
41%
50% 
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1. 78%

2. 4 times

3. 90%

4. 69%

5. 18%

6. 46%

7. 82%

8. 50%

9. 64%

10. 57%

11. 1 in 6

12. 47%

13. 21%

14. 13 times

15. 1 in 5

16. 32%

17. 40%

18. 38%

19. 37%

20. 42%

21. 85%

quiz: answer key
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1851
Chicago passes anti-crossdressing law. Most states pass similar laws between 1850-1950. 

1860’s
According to Ritchie, Whitlock and Moguel, co-author’s of Queer In(Justice), ”Immediately 
following the abolition of slavery, former slaveholding states produced the Black Codes, 
which criminalized Black people for engaging in a host of ordinary actions that were legal 
for white people. Upon conviction, thousands of African-descended people were imprisoned 
and required to perform forced labor for white business owners. This sowed the early seeds 
of the prison industrial complex.” (p. xvi) 

1875
The Page Act restricts entry into U.S. of “undesirable” immigrants
(i.e. Those from Asia, sex workers, anyone considered a convict). 

1959
At Cooper’s Donuts in Los Angeles, Black, Latinx trans women and sex workers clash with 
police during a raid. 

1968
“Drag queens” and gay “hustlers” at the Compton Cafeteria in the Tenderloin District of San 
Francisco rose up and fought back when police tried to arrest them for doing nothing more 
than being out in what is known as the Compton Cafeteria Riot. 

trans resistance and criminalization timeline
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1969
As noted in Queer (In)Justice, “On June 28, police raided the Stonewall Inn in New York 
City. Claiming to be enforcing liquor laws, they began arresting employees and patrons of 
the private lesbian and gay establishment. Police action, which included striking patrons 
with billy clubs while spewing homophobic abuse, sparked outrage among those present. 
Led by people described by many as drag queens and butch lesbians, bar patrons joined by 
street people, began yelling “Gay Power!” and throwing shoes, coins, and bricks at officers. 
Other the next several nights, police and queers clashed repeatedly in the streets of the 
West Village.” (p. 46)

This riot led to the founding of the Gay Liberation Front by Sylvia Rivera, Marsha P. 
Johnson and others. 

1971
New York University refuses to host two queer dance parties in Weinstein Hall. An 
occupation of the campus takes place as a result where Sylvia Rivera is present. The 
occupation folded and Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR) is founded. 

Attica Prison Uprising

1970
First Pride March in honor of Stonewall held in front of NYC’s Women’s House of Detention.

1973
Three years after founding it, Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera are banned from Pride 
by white, cis, gays and lesbians. 

1974
Salsa Soul Sisters, first Black lesbian organization founded 

1980
Dykes Against Racism Everywhere (DARE) founded. 
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1987
ACT UP founded to combat government inaction on HIV/AIDS with direct action 

1992
Women, trans, and POC folks break from ACT UP to form the Lesbian Avengers 

1992
Lesbian Avengers host first Dyke March in Washington, DC 

1995
Affinity, focused on health for Black queer women, opens on Chicago’s South Side 

more 1990’s
Advent of “quality of life” policing. “Quality of life” policing” is the predominant law 
enforcement paradigm premised on maintaining social order through aggressive 
enforcement of quality of life regulations, rooted on age-old vagrancy laws, which prohibit 
an expanding spectrum of activities in public spaces, including standing (loitering), sitting, 
sleeping, eating, drinking, urinating, making noise, and approaching strangers. It is based 
on the theory that minor indications of “disorder” - a broken window, youth hanging out on 
the corner, public drinking - ultimately lead to more serious criminal activity. (Queer (In)
Justice, p. XV)

2001
Declaration on the “War on Terror” which leads to increased surveillance of marginalized 
communities.

2004
The Broadway Youth Center mirroring many of STAR’s original programs, opens for queer 
and trans homeless youth in Chicago. 
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2011
CeCe McDonald, a Black trans woman, and a group of her friends are harassed and 
attacked by a group of white men, in Minneapolis outside a bar near closing time. In self 
defense, McDonald stabs one of the men in the altercation. In June 2012, she accepts  a 
plea bargain of 41 months for second-degree manslaughter.

On October 28, 2011, Ky Peterson, a Black trans man, is dragged into an abandoned trailer 
and sexually assaulted by a man who had made transphobic remarks towards him earlier 
that night. Ky fought back in self-defense, which ultimately led to his attacker’s death. Ky is 
eventually sentenced to 20 years in prison.

2013
Islan Nettles, a Black trans woman, is beaten to death in Harlem just after midnight on 
August 17, 2013. The killer, James Dixon, was not indicted until March 2015, despite 
turning himself in three days after the attack and confessing that he had flown into “a blind 
fury” when he realized that Nettles was a transgender woman, essentially using the 
Trans Panic Defense. 

2014
Monica Jones  is convicted of “manifesting prostitution,” which is a misdemeanor according 
to Phoenix Municipal Code Section 23-52(A)(3). The law essentially criminalizes people 
who have the appearance to intend or solicit prostitution. Charges were made after Jones 
was approached by an undercover police officer who asked her if she needed a ride and 
she accepted. However, when Jones got in the car, she was hassled about prices and 
services despite claiming that she had no intention to engage in sex work. Her arrest is one 
of the many cases that has been attributed to the phenomenon of “walking while trans,” 
which is described as the profiling of trans women of color as sex workers. 

World Health Organization acknowledges the forced sterilization of women of color, 
disabled, trans, and intersex people. 
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2017
Army Private Chelsea Manning is released from detention facility in Ft. Leavenworth, KS 
are being imprisoned since 2010. 

She was freed ahead of schedule after years of grassroots organizing and President 
Obama’s commutation of her 35-year sentence. 

Manning was convicted by a military court in 2013 under the Espionage Act, for passing 
state secrets to Wikileaks.
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On October 28th, 2011, Ky Peterson was waiting for his two brothers (14 years old and 16 
years old) outside of a convenience store in his hometown of Americus, Georgia when a man 
approached him and began asking him questions about his gender identity in a transphobic 
assault. Due to the man’s behavior and Ky’s previous experiences of physical and sexual 
assault, Ky began to walk away from the man as he continued to approach him. As Ky walked 
through a trailer park towards his home, he felt something hit him on his head. When he woke 
up, the man was raping him. Ky began to scream and further fight for his life. Ky’s brothers 
had since left the convenience store, heard him screaming and rushed to help. Even after they 
pulled the man off of Ky, the man continued to charge at him. It was at this point that Ky shot 
and killed the man with a gun from his backpack. Later that night, Ky and his three brothers 
returned to the trailer to bury the man’s body in the woods.
 
The next day police arrived at the Peterson’s family home which was shared by Ky, his mother 
and siblings. Ky was taken to the precinct where he was questioned for hours. After questioning, 
police drove Ky to a local clinic for a rape exam. During the rape exam, Ky remembers the 
woman administering the exam telling him that he “didn’t look like a victim”. Throughout the 
investigation police held the idea that this case was one of robbery and that Ky’s plan was to 
lure the man into the trailer with promises of sexual favors where Ky’s brothers would rob the 
man. 

On February 27, 2012, Peterson was charged with armed robbery, aggravated assault, felony 
murder, possession of a firearm and “malice murder”. After sitting in jail for a year, Ky  was 
forced to sign a plea deal during November 2012. Ky believed he signed a deal charging him 
with involuntary manslaughter which carries a 10-year sentence. However, Ky was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison with 15 years of those years in confinement. As of October 2018, Ky 
Peterson has been in prison for over 6 years.

ky’s story
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Governor Nathan Deal
Office of the Governor
206 Washington Street
111 State Capitol
Atlanta, Georgia 30334
 
Re: Executive Pardon of Kenyota (Ky) Peterson
Dear Governor Deal & Board Members,
I write you to plead for justice for Kenyota (Ky) Peterson (#100961001). Ky is incarcerated in 
Georgia’s Pulaski State Prison for defending themselves against sexual violence perpetrated 
against them. We call upon you, as Governor and as members of the State Board of Pardons 
& Paroles, to remedy this gross miscarriage of justice and to pardon and release Kenyota (Ky) 
Peterson immediately.
 
On October 28, 2011, Ky was attacked by a stranger who sexually assaulted them. Ky fought back 
in self-defense, which unfortunately led to the attacker’s death. Ky’s rape kit came back positive and 
an autopsy performed by the Georgia Bureau of Investigation confirmed that Ky’s DNA was found 
on the attacker’s genitals. This exculpatory evidence, which should have been used to evaluate 
Ky as a victim and not the aggressor (with a legal right to self-defense) was ultimately ignored by 
the prosecution and by the assigned public defender. An investigation into Ky’s attacker revealed 
that just a year before, the man was arrested in Baltimore on charges of second-degree assault, 
possession of a dangerous weapon with intent to injure, and resisting or interfering with arrest. 

After Ky was examined, the police returned them to Sumter County jail where they sat for nearly a 
year with no word about the case. Ky should have had a Victim Advocate and received treatment for 
the physical and emotional injuries from this attack.
Sumter County bullied Ky into accepting a plea “bargain” of 20 years with 15 years to serve, for 
Involuntary Manslaughter (which has a 10 year Max in Georgia). FIVE YEARS later they changed 
his charge to Voluntary Manslaughter, saying they made a clerical error in the original plea. 

Ky was criminalized by racist statements made, on record, by their public defender, by inadequate 
medical treatment during their rape kit exam, by an extreme and unjust sentence, and by countless 
other negligent actions of Sumter County, Georgia.

Ky should have been protected under Georgia’s Stand Your Ground Law, but instead was punished 
for defending their own life. Please consider this important matter and grant Kenyota (Ky) Peterson 
the justice that has been so elusive thus far.

Sincerest Regards, 
 
 

letter template
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• To understand the connection between domestic 
violence and the criminalization of girls/young women.

• To understand the factors that led to Bresha Meadows’ 
criminalization.

agenda goals

• Introduction & 
Overview

     (15 mins) 

• Defining 
Criminalization 
(15 mins)

• Timeline Activity 
(20-35 mins)

• Bresha’s Story 
(30 mins) 

• Writing Activity 
(optional - 30 
mins)

• Closing (5 mins)

• Flip chart and markers
• Timeline cards and tape
• Copies of “Bresha’s story”
• Copies of Domestic Violence and the Criminalization 

of Girls Fact Sheet
• Copies of “The Prison Cell” poem (if you will be doing 

the writing activity)
• Loose leaf paper and pens (if you will be doing the 

writing activity)
• List of local domestic violence and sexual assault 

resources 

materials

Total time 
2 hrs and 
10 mins

BY mariame kaba

Art by Molly 
Crabapple



survived & punished curriculum 46

criminalizing bresha meadows

Name, gender pronouns, why you are here at this teach-in.

Special note to facilitator: You will certainly have survivors of domestic and other 
forms of violence in the room. Make sure that you have a list of local domestic violence 
and sexual violence resources with you so that you can share those with people who 
might need them as they leave. Also, make sure that you tell everyone at the start of 
the teach-in/workshop that if they find themselves feeling overwhelmed, it’s OK to get 
up and take a break. If you have a local DV organization in your community, you might 
want to ask if they might send a counselor to your teach-in so the person can be on 
site in case people need support during the session. 

introductions 15 mins

Facilitator instructs: We are going to create a mindmap as a group to get a sense of 
how we collectively understand youth criminalization.

• Facilitator writes YOUTH in a circle in the middle of flip chart paper or blackboard.

• Facilitator asks: Who are the most important people in the lives of children and 
young people? [Note to facilitators: write the participants’ answers outside of the 
circle that says youth – create a second circle around the answers.]

• “What are the key institutions that have an impact on young people’s lives? Courts, 
DCFS, Schools, Families, Church, Police, Businesses, Media, Health Care, etc… 
[Note to facilitators: write the participants’ answers outside of the circle about most 
important people – create a third circle around these answers – so your map should 
look like a set of concentric circles]

• How do/can these institutions contribute to the criminalization of young people? For 
ex, schools can excessively suspend and expel children and youth pushing them to 
drop out which increases their likelihood of ending up coming into contact with the 
criminal punishment system. 

• Based on our mind map, what is criminalization?

defining criminalization 15 mins
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• Criminalization is “the process by which behaviors and individuals are transformed 
into crime and criminals.” Previously legal acts may be transformed into crimes by 
legislation or judicial decision.

• “Criminalization is a process by which certain practices that had been legal are 
made illegal.  By defining activities associated with certain groups as criminal, those 
groups themselves come to be seen and treated as dangerous, often justifying 
extreme and subtle violence against those people.

• The process does not happen in a vacuum, but rather is a strategy in the continued 
oppression of marginalized groups – people of color, the poor, women, youth, 
LGBTQ, the disabled, etc… 

• Criminalization is not simply the creation of new laws and punishments, but 
includes also socially defining certain practices (or ways of being) as criminal.  We 
understand the criminalization of youth to be not only legislation to restrict the 
rights and activities of young people, but a web of cultural impressions, practices, 
and myths through which youth generally – and especially youth of color – come 
to be viewed as generally criminal by dominant culture.” – (source: Prison Activist 
Resource Center, Criminalization of Youth Presenter’s Packet).

Facilitator Background Information [This is information that you can use to 
supplement the discussion if you feel it is needed]:
• According to sociologist Victor Rios, “criminalization was a central, pervasive and 

ubiquitous phenomenon that impacted the everyday lives of the young people [he] 
studied in Oakland.” He adds: “By the time they formally entered the penal system, 
many of these young men were already caught up in a spiral of hypercriminalization 
and punishment. The cycle began before their first arrest — it began as they 
were harassed, profiled, watched, and disciplined at young ages, before they had 
committed any crimes. Eventually, that kind of attention led many of them to fulfill 
the destiny expected of them.”

• Rios defines hypercriminalization as “the process by which an individual’s everyday 
behaviors and styles become ubiquitously treated as deviant, risky, threatening, or 
criminal, across social contexts.” 

• “This hypercriminalization, in turn, has a profound impact on young people’s 
perceptions, worldviews, and life outcomes. The youth control complex creates an 
overarching system of regulating the lives of marginalized young people, what I 
refer to as punitive social control.

• Hypercriminalization involves constant punishment. Punishment, in this study, is 
understood as the process by which individuals come to feel stigmatized, outcast, 
shamed, defeated, or hopeless as a result of negative interactions and sanctions 
imposed by individuals who represent institutions of social control.
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Facilitator points (5 minutes):
• This timeline provides a look at issues of criminalization of girls and young 

women.
• REMIND participants this is not an exhaustive review of every single issue related 

to the criminalization of girls and young women but is only a sampling of select 
events. Tell them that they will be invited to add what they know and think is 
important to this history on the timeline.

• Exercises like this are helpful because they show the historic and current ways 
that people and communities are impacted by government, political events, and 
cultural events. 

• Timelines are also a way to share our history of resistance, and tell the story of 
the ways people affected by these issues have fought back in small and big ways 
and have succeeded in creating social change.

• There are at least three ways that you can structure this activity depending on 
group size, space, etc…

• If you have a lot of wall space and want to streamline the activity, you can set it up 
as a gallery walk. You can do small group discussion. Or you can make it a very 
streamlined activity.

Gallery Walk Version (35 minutes total) 
[Preparation: Before your teach-in begins, post timeline cards on your walls in 
chronological order.] Facilitator instructs: Find a partner, ideally someone who you 
don’t know, and tour the timeline. Feel free to chat as you tour, once you’re done take 
a seat. 15 min

Debrief Timeline – 20 min (Large group or in pairs)

Once everyone is done touring, ask the following questions to help surface what 
participants saw and learned.

Flip chart the following questions, one per page. Write up people’s answers as the 
discussion moves forward:
     1. What did you learn or what was surprising about the timeline?
     2. Did you notice any specific trends?
     3. What’s missing from the timeline? What would you add?

timeline Activity 20-40 min
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Small Group Version (35 minutes)
[Preparation: Prior to beginning the teach in – create a timeline on a wall starting from 
pre-1800 to 2016. Leave enough room for participants to post cards under and/or 
above the dates.]

Facilitator instructs: Break up into groups of at least 2 people.  I will be giving you 
some cards with historical information on them. [Note to facilitators: there are 26 
cards included in this curriculum. Depending on the number of participants in your 
teach in, hand out enough cards per group to allow for all groups to have at least 
a couple of cards. You should also be sure to hand out blank post-it notes so that 
groups can add their own historical moments to the timeline, should they choose.]

  Read the cards and discuss them with your partner/group:
 • Is this information that you already knew?
 • Is this new information?
 • If the info is not new, what more can you share with your partner/group about    
             this era?
 • If it is new, what strikes you as important/interesting about this information?
 • After you’ve discussed the historical moments, please paste them on the 
             timeline in the appropriate era.  Also you can add other information that you 
             know about other historical moments that may not already be represented on 
             the timeline.
 • I am going to ask for a volunteer from each pair or group to come up and 
            discuss the historical moments that they posted on the timeline.
            At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the 
            timeline, what do you notice is a reoccurring theme?”

Streamlined Timeline Activity (limited time and space, 20 minutes) 
There are some instances where facilitators might want to include some historical 
background but are pressed for time or perhaps have limited space. In that case, you 
can do a streamlined version of the timeline activity.
 • Give out 8 to 10 timeline cards to 8 to 10 different participants. [Note to 
             facilitator: make sure that you pre-select the events that you think will best 
             illustrate how girls/young women have been criminalized throughout history.]
 • Review the timeline in chronological order by asking participants to come 
             up and present/explain the event/historical moment they have and place it on 
             the timeline (on a wall, blackboard, etc.).

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, 
what do you notice is a reoccurring theme?
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Handout copies of “Bresha’s Story.” Facilitator instructs participants to silently read 
the story. After a few minutes, ask for volunteers to read it out loud. 

When reading is done, ask the following questions:

• What happened? 
• What are the factors that led to Bresha’s criminalization? What are the systems 

that negatively impacted her life path?
• Were there any positive forces in her life?
• Were there any points where a positive intervention might have made a difference 

for her?
• What alternative ways could this incident have been handled?

Facilitator Points:
• A significant number of girls in the criminal punishment system have prior 

histories of sexual and physical abuse; they come from families where they may 
have witnessed violence; they are suffering from depression; they are poor, 
disproportionately from racial minority groups; they transgress gender identity 
norms and are punished for it; some are battling addition; and many are under-
educated.

• Use the Domestic Violence and the Criminalization of Girls/Young Women Fact 
Sheet to share key information and statistics with participants.

bresha’s story 30 mins
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Read poem “The Prison Cell” by Mahmoud Darwish. Facilitator can read it out loud 
first and then invite volunteers to read the poem a second time.

Darwish suggests that as long as our minds are free, human-made prisons cannot 
contain our imaginations. Ask participants the following questions [Note to facilitators: 
you can hand out paper and pens so that they can write down their responses or 
you can do a public brainstorm and write their answers collectively on flip charts with 
markers]:

• What does freedom mean to you? What does freedom feel like, taste like, smell 
like? In what ways do you have freedom?

 
Next, invite participants to share their freedom dreams for Bresha. Invite them to use 
Darwish’s poem as inspiration. You can use the prompts: 
 • Bresha, I dream of you being free…
 • I wish you freedom to… 
 • My freedom dreams for you Bresha are…
 • If you have time, ask for volunteers to share what their freedom dreams are 
             for Bresha with the group. 

writing activity 30 mins

Thank everyone for coming. Share information about how they can keep up with the 
#FreeBresha Campaign (freebresha.wordpress.com).

Update (9/10/18): 
Bresha is now free from jail/prison. – https://www.teenvogue.com/story/bresha-
meadows-returns-home-after-collective-organizing-efforts 
Here’s a short video about Bresha and her case: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Powl7BNPcpg

closing 5 mins

http://freebresha.wordpress.com
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/bresha-meadows-returns-home-after-collective-organizing-efforts 
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/bresha-meadows-returns-home-after-collective-organizing-efforts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Powl7BNPcpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Powl7BNPcpg
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pre-1800
Until the 19th century children accused of crimes in the U.S. were, if found guilty, placed 
into the adult jails then in existence.

criminalization of black girls timeline

1825
The United States established its first youth detention facility.  The New York House of 
Refuge established a “colored” section in 1834 (Bell & Ridolfi, 2008).

1827
The new Illinois criminal code passed and raised the age of criminal responsibility to 10 
from 7 years old (Hoerr-McNamee, 1999).

1850
The House of Refuge for Colored Children was opened in Philadelphia, PA.  This was the 
only time in the 19th century that a northern state opened such an institution specifically for 
blacks.  The program of Houses of Refuge was to serve to “retrain, to educate, to impart 
morality, and to incarcerate potentially harmful deviants (Frey, p.11).

Approximately 50 percent of youth under 16 in the Providence, RI jail were black, 60 
percent of the youth at the Maryland penitentiary in Baltimore were black, and all youth 
in the Washington D.C. penitentiary were black – despite the regions’ largely white 
populations.  Black children were also incarcerated younger than white children, had fewer 
opportunities for advancement upon discharge and suffered a disproportionately higher 
death rate (Bell & Ridolfi, 2008).
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1855
For nineteen-year-old Celia, a slave on a Missouri farm, five years of being repeatedly 
raped by her middle-aged owner was enough.  On the night of June 23, 1855, she would 
later tell a reporter, “the Devil got into me” and Celia fatally clubbed her master as he 
approached her in her cabin.  The murder trial of the slave Celia, coming at a time when the 
controversy over the issue of slavery reached new heights, raised fundamental questions 
about the rights of slaves to fight back against the worst of slavery’s abuses.

“Seventy-year old Robert Newsome bought 14-year old Celia and forced sexual relations 
on her immediately and repeatedly. One night when Newsome went to Celia’s cabin to 
abuse her, she struck him with a stick and killed him instantly. Celia was pregnant for the 
third time by Newsome and was very ill when he last approached her. At her trial, the court 
was concerned only with whether Celia had a right to defend herself against her master’s 
assault. The trial judge made it clear that Celia did not have that right. To the court, Celia 
had no sexual rights over her own body because she was Newsome’s property and she 
ought to have submitted to Newsome’s demands. Celia was guilty of murder and hanged 4 
days before Christmas in 1855.”

1873
The first prison completely devoted to women, the Indiana Reformatory Institution for 
Women and Girls, opens.

1879
The Industrial School for Girls is established in Evanston, IL based on a law authorizing the 
placement of girls in such schools who were found begging on the streets, consorting with 
thieves, loitering in a “house of ill fame” or were living in poor houses (Hoerr-McNamee, 
1999).

1890
A Census analysis by W.E.B. DuBois found that more than 18 percent of all Black prisoners 
were juveniles.
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1899
The first Juvenile Court is established in Chicago by members of Hull House (including Lucy 
Flowers and Jane Addams). This codifies the idea that children were a special category of 
people, neither property nor adults, but individuals in need of protection.

1913
In the course of an investigation recently made by the Juvenile Protective Association of 
Chicago upon the conditions of boys in the County jail, the Association was much startled 
by the disproportionate number of colored boys and young men; for although the colored 
people of Chicago approximate 1/40 of the entire population, 1/8 of the boys and young 
men and nearly 1/3 of girls and young women who had been confined in the jail during the 
year were negroes.” – The Colored People of Chicago, 1913

1923
Chicago Juvenile Detention Home opens. Police were more likely to send Black children to 
detention.  By 1930, African Americans were 6.9% of the population in Chicago but 21.3% 
of boys seen in juvenile court (Wolcott, 2005).

1924
Eleanora Harris Fagan (Billie Holiday) was 9 years old when she first came into conflict 
with the law. She was brought before the juvenile court for being truant and for “being 
without proper care and guardianship.” She was committed for a year at the House of 
Good Shepherd for Colored Girls, a Catholic reform school. She was released on parole in 
October 1925. 

1929
In May, Billie Holiday is arrested along with her mother and several other women during a 
night raid of a brothel in Harlem run by a woman named Florence Williams. She is tried and 
found guilty of vagrancy by a judge named Jean Hortense Norris (who was well-known for 
giving very harsh sentences to young offenders). She is 14 years old and sent to Welfare 
Island (now called Roosevelt Island) first and then to a workhouse.
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1933
In 1933, more than 10,000 Black boys and 1,800 Black girls were arrested and had cases 
disposed in 67 U.S. courts and federal authorities. 

1934
Ella Fitzgerald was incarcerated at the New York State Training School for Girls at Hudson, 
N.Y In 1936, State investigators reported that black girls, then 88 of 460 residents, were 
segregated in the two most crowded and dilapidated of the reformatory’s 17 “cottages,” and 
were routinely beaten by male staff. Like Miss Fitzgerald, most of the 12- to 16-year-old 
girls sent to the reform school by the family courts were guilty of nothing more serious than 
truancy or running away. 

1935
In February, Susie Lattimore, who was 15 years old, went to a local tavern, had a few 
drinks and stabbed another patron who later died.  She was transferred to adult court and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison for first degree murder.  As a result of her case, the State’s 
Attorney gained the power to prosecute any child over the age of 10 and sentence them to 
an adult correctional facility.

1954
Prisoners at the state women’s correctional facility in Raleigh, NC riot for several hours 
after the death of 18 year old Eleanor Rush. Rush was placed in solitary for 6 days.  On the 
seventh day, Rush was not fed for over 16 hours. After 16 hours, she began yelling that she 
was hungry and wanted food. In response, the guards bound and gagged her, dislocating 
her neck in the process. Half an hour later, Rush was dead.

1967
In the Gault decision, the U.S. supreme court required that most due process rights 
afforded to adults also be granted for juveniles. In other words, the court found that 
juveniles are entitled to due process under the law.  Gerald Gault had been denied the 
right to an attorney when he was detained for making “lewd phone calls.”  He had not been 
formally notified of the charges against him, he had not been informed of his right against 
self-incrimination and had no opportunity to confront his accusers.  Gault signaled the end 
of the traditional Juvenile Court.
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1989
In Stanford v Kentucky and Wilkinson v Missouri, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the death 
penalty for 16- and 17- year old juveniles.

1994
Gun Free Schools Act was enacted. The GFSA states that each State receiving Federal 
funds under ESEA must have in effect, by October 20, 1995, a State law requiring local 
educational agencies to expel from school for a period of not less than one year a student 
who is determined to have brought a weapon to school.  This marked the introduction of 
“zero tolerance” policies into school environments.  Many states went above and beyond 
the federal mandate, passing laws that required expulsion or suspension for the possession 
of all weapons, drugs and other serious violations on or around school grounds.

1995
At the age of 17 years, Sarah Kruzan was convicted of the first degree murder of her 
alleged pimp, George Gilbert Howard. She was sentenced to life imprisonment without 
parole. 

2005
The U.S. Supreme court abolished the death penalty/capital punishment for all juveniles.  In 
a 5-4 ruling the court declared that it was unconstitutional to sentence anyone to death for a 
crime he or she committed while younger than 18.

2010
Aiyana Mo’Nay Stanley-Jones (July 20, 2002 – May 16, 2010), was a seven-year-
old African-American girl from Detroit, Michigan who was shot and killed during a raid 
conducted by the Detroit Police Department’s Special Response Team on May 16, 2010. 

Officer Joseph Weekley was charged in connection with Jones’ death. In October 2011, 
Weekley was charged with involuntary manslaughter and reckless endangerment with a 
gun. Weekley’s first trial ended in a mistrial in June 2013.
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2010
In May, the U.S. Supreme court ruled 5 to 4 that denying juveniles who have not committed 
homicide a chance to ever rejoin society is counter to national and “global” consensus and 
violates the Constitution’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment.  In other words, the court 
decided that juveniles may not be sentenced to life in prison without parole for any crime 
short of homicide.  At least 99 people in IL are serving LWOP sentences for crimes they 
were convicted of committing as children. JLWOP means children are sentenced to die in 
prison; these individuals will never be considered for release.

2016
Bresha Meadows of Ohio was just 14 years old when she was incarcerated and faced a 
charge of aggravated murder for defending herself and family against the unrelenting terror 
and abuse of her father. 
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bresha’s story 

Bresha Meadows was 14 years old when she was arrested for allegedly killing her abusive 
father in Warren, Ohio on July 28, 2016.  Bresha grew up in a home where her father terrorized 
her and family throughout her life.  Bresha, her siblings and her mother were all severely beaten 
by the father for over 17 years.  Meadows tried to run away from home, and family members 
tried to take her out of the home.  However, law enforcement refused to allow her to escape and 
threatened to charge family members with kidnapping if they took Bresha out of her home to 
safety.    

When police investigated the abuse in the home, they refused to question Bresha outside 
the presence of her father.  Neighbors reported that Bresha’s father routinely brandished his 
gun to the family and to the neighbors.  Prior to the shooting, Bresha’s father had frequently 
threatened to shoot the family.   To date, Bresha has not been granted pre-trial release and is 
currently being held in a juvenile jail.  Prosecutors are contemplating trying her as an adult and 
if convicted she could be sentenced to life in prison. Law enforcement and the legal system 
failed to help Bresha when she and her family turned to them for help. She was left with only 
two options: defend herself and her family against horrific abuse or potentially die at the hands 
of her father. Bresha chose to survive so she defended herself by killing her father.

Bresha’s arrest is part of a larger trend.  An increasing number of girls are being arrested for 
violent behavior in their home. Researchers have attributed this increase to mandatory arrest or 
pro-arrest policies in cases of family-based assault. As a result of these policies, many girls are 
arrested for fights in their homes when defending themselves against victimization or as part of 
a pattern of violence among family members.  Eighty-four percent of girls in juvenile detention 
have experienced family violence. Additionally, 31% experience sexual abuse, 41% experience 
physical abuse, and 39% experience emotional abuse. This has led many to describe an abuse 
to prison pipeline particularly for girls of color. 
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Statistics collected by the Free Bresha campaign, a coalition of advocates and activists mobilizing to free Bresha Meadows from juvenile detention.   
Bresha Meadows of Ohio was just 14 years old when she was incarcerated and faced a charge of aggravated murder for defending herself and family 
against the unrelenting terror and abuse of her father. We act in solidarity with Bresha and demand that she is returned home to her family and that all 
charges against her are dropped.   

Connect with the Free Bresha campaign at freebresha.wordpress.com;  
freebreshameadows@gmail.com; and @freebresha on facebook and twitter 

Domestic violence can have devastating consequences for children.  

 An estimated 15.5 million children in the United States live in families in which partner violence occurred at 
least once in the past year. (McDonald, et al, 2006) 

 A study on the effects of childhood stress on lifetime health found that as the frequency of witnessing  
domestic violence increased, the chance of alcoholism, substance abuse, depression and serious health 
problems also increased. (The Effects of Childhood Stress, 2008) 

 Family conflict in general has a heightened impact on girls.  This is likely due to a combination of the high rates 
at which girls experience family abuse and conflict, as well as the exacerbated effect of family conflict on 
them as a result of spending more time in the home and their gendered socialization to be particularly  
concerned about relationships and family. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 Children who grow up in a violent home are more likely to be victims of child abuse. Those children who are 
not victims of direct violence have some of the same behavioral and psychological problems as children who 
are themselves physically abused. (Behind Closed Doors, 2006) 

 Among victims of child abuse, 40% report domestic violence in the home. (Behind Closed Doors, 2006) 

 One study in North America found that children who were exposed to violence in the home were 15 times 
more likely to be physically and/or sexually assaulted than the national average. (Behind Closed Doors, 2006) 

 Several studies also reveal that children who witness domestic violence are more likely to be affected by  
violence as adults – either as victims or perpetrators. (Behind Closed Doors, 2006) 

Children are often criminalized for behavior related to their experiences of violence in the home and 
their efforts to survive, compounding the harms created by domestic violence. 

 Growing up in abusive households can put children at risk for incarceration because their survival  
strategies are routinely criminalized. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 From 1992 to 2012/2013, girls' share of arrests increased by 45% and girls' share of detention increased by 40%.  
Black girls were almost three times as likely as white girls to be referred to court. Black girls were also 20% more 
likely than white girls to be in detention, while Native girls were 50% more likely. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 84% of girls in juvenile detention have experienced family violence. Additionally, 31% experience sexual 
abuse, 41% experience physical abuse, and 39% experience emotional abuse. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 When adolescents are arrested for domestic battery, girls were more likely than boys to be defending  
themselves from abuse by a parent or caregiver. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 40% of girls in juvenile detention identify as lesbian, bisexual, questioning/gender non-conforming, or 
transgender (LBQ/GNCT), and 85% of LBQ/GNCT girls in juvenile detention are girls of color. A California study 
found that 38% of LBQ/GNCT girls in detention had been removed from their homes because someone was 
hurting them, compared with 25% of their peers who do not identify as LBQ/GNCT. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 An increasing number of girls are being arrested for violent behavior in their home. Researchers have  
attributed this increase to mandatory arrest or pro-arrest policies in cases of family-based assault. As a result of 
these policies, many girls are arrested for fights in their homes when defending themselves against  
victimization or as part of a pattern of violence among family members. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

FACT SHEET ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
& THE CRIMINALIZATION OF GIRLS 
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Juvenile detention creates harmful health and emotional consequences for children and can increase 
their experiences of violence. 

 Although some defend the practice of detaining victimized girls on the grounds that juvenile detention can 
provide protection or services, in fact, access to adequate services is severely limited, the system's  
processes can re-traumatize girls, and some incarcerated girls report that they experience new incidents of 
abuse while inside detention. (Saar, et al, 2015) 

 Though 80% of girls in detention are diagnosed with mental health issues such as major depression and PTSD, 
very few detention facilities have licensed mental health counselors. Further, juvenile detention rarely meets 
medical needs related to sexual abuse that girls have experienced, including gynecological and obstetric 
care. (Saar, et al, 2015) 

 Routine processes within juvenile detention, such as the use of restraints and strip searches, and the isolating, 
punitive environment, cause traumatizing stress symptoms.  Shackling of youth during court proceedings is  
particularly damaging to girls because it can re-traumatize girls who have been physically or sexually abused 
or who have witnessed domestic violence. (Saar, et al, 2015) 

 Girls also lack consistent legal representation to address the full range of their issues, including education,  
trauma, mental health, and family violence. (Saar, et al, 2015) 

 Once in the juvenile detention system, LBQ/GNCT girls report higher levels of self-harming behavior and are 
more likely to be discriminated against, become targets of violence and sexual victimization, and be placed 
in isolation. (Sherman, et al, 2015) 

 Thousands of youth are prosecuted in the adult system each year, some automatically through age of  
jurisdiction laws, some via prosecutorial or judicial discretion, and others through laws that mandate the  
transfer of cases to the adult systems if the child is being prosecuted for certain crimes. Girls in adult facilities 
do not receive even the bare minimum of rehabilitative and educational services that are provided in the  
juvenile justice system. Instead, they are placed in an environment more focused on punishment and control. 
These girls are at greater risk of suicide, physical and sexual abuse, isolation, and disruptions to their develop-
ment, without any evidence that sending youth to the adult system actually produces safer communities. 
(Saar, et al, 2015) 

FACT SHEET ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
& THE CRIMINALIZATION OF GIRLS 

 

page 2 

Statistics collected by the Free Bresha campaign, a coalition of advocates and activists mobilizing to free Bresha Meadows from juvenile detention.   
Bresha Meadows of Ohio was just 14 years old when she was incarcerated and faced a charge of aggravated murder for defending herself and family 
against the unrelenting terror and abuse of her father. We act in solidarity with Bresha and demand that she is returned home to her family and that all 
charges against her are dropped.   

Connect with the Free Bresha campaign at freebresha.wordpress.com;  
freebreshameadows@gmail.com; and @freebresha on facebook and twitter 
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writing activity: 

“the prison cell” by mahmoud darwish
It is possible…
It is possible at least sometimes…
It is possible especially now
To ride a horse
Inside a prison cell
And run away…

It is possible for prison walls
To disappear,
For the cell to become a distant land
Without frontiers:

What did you do with the walls?
I gave them back to the rocks.
And what did you do with the ceiling?
I turned it into a saddle.
And your chain?
I turned it into a pencil.

The prison guard got angry.
He put an end to my dialogue.
He said he didn’t care for poetry,
And bolted the door of my cell.

He came back to see me
In the morning,
He shouted at me:

Where did all this water come from?
I brought it from the Nile.
And the trees?
From the orchards of Damascus.
And the music?
From my heartbeat.

The prison guard got mad;
He put an end to my dialogue.
He said he didn’t like my poetry,
And bolted the door of my cell.

But he returned in the evening:

Where did this moon come from?
From the nights of Baghdad.
And the wine?
From the vineyards of Algiers.
And this freedom?
From the chain you tied me with last night.

The prison guard grew so sad…
He begged me to give him back
His freedom. 
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• To understand the dynamics and factors that lead to 
the criminalization of women.

agenda goals

• Introduction & 
Overview

     (15 mins) 

• No Lady (30 
mins)

• PIC Jeopardy 
(25 mins)

• Timeline Activity 
(20-35 mins) 

• Closing (5 mins)

• Flip chart and markers
• Tape
• Timeline cards (you need to make these based on the 

list attached to this curriculum) 
• Copies of “No Lady”
• Small dot stickers for PIC jeopardy 
• List of local domestic violence and sexual assault 

resources 

materials

Total time 
2 hrs

Note: Feel free to mix and match these activities according 
to your audience and based on what you want to convey. 

BY mariame kaba

1 The use of women includes cisgender women and transgender women. I use “women” acknowledging that its value as a term 
is limited by the gender binary it often operates to reinforce. However, it is in fact a term that still has meaning &amp; relevance 
for many individuals and for understanding oppression.

1



survived & punished curriculum 63

 “no lady” criminalizing women

Name, gender pronouns, why you are here at this teach-in.

Special note to facilitator: You will certainly have survivors of domestic and other 
forms of violence in the room. Make sure that you have a list of local domestic violence 
and sexual violence resources with you so that you can share those with people who 
might need them as they leave. Also, make sure that you tell everyone at the start of 
the teach-in/workshop that if they find themselves feeling overwhelmed, it’s OK to get 
up and take a break. If you have a local DV organization in your community, you might 
want to ask if they might send a counselor to your teach-in so the person can be on 
site in case people need support during the session. 

introductions 15 mins

Facilitator instructs: We are going to read a poem together that was written by an 
anonymous person incarcerated in an Illinois women’s prison in the 1970s. The poem 
was printed in a now-defunct newspaper called the Chicago Seed in 1981.

no lady 30 mins

Facilitator begins by reading the poem out loud.

Invite volunteers to take turns reading the poem again. You can do it round robin style 
with one person reading a couple of sentences and the next person picking up where 
they left off.

Facilitator asks questions [write down key responses on large paper or white/black 
board. You don’t have to ask each question. Choose the ones most relevant to you.]:
• What do you think of this poem? How does it make you feel? 
• Are there any lines that you particularly identify with? What are they and why do 

you feel a connection to them?
• What surprised you in reading this poem?
• Why do you think Anonymous wrote this poem? What’s the message or point they 

are trying to convey?
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• What does Anonymous tell us about who ends up in jail? Why are these people 
incarcerated?

• Dr. Ruth Wilson Gilmore defines racism as “state-sanctioned or extralegal 
production and exploitation of group-differentiated vulnerability to premature 
death.” In what ways does Anonymous illustrate that race AND gender function as 
mechanisms for distributing life and death?

• Does Anonymous think that jails are rehabilitative? If not, what do jails do to the 
people detained in them?

• Susan Burton says that “this country incarcerates women’s responses to trauma.” 
What does this mean to you?

• How do jails/prisons function as ways to contain and manage people?

 “no lady” criminalizing women

Facilitator notes: 
After participants have discussed the poem, take a few minutes to make the following 
points:
• Since the late 1970s, criminalization has been the way to deal with the social 

problems produced by racial capitalism.
• Racialized and gendered survival have been criminalized.
• If you want to share a definition of criminalization with participants, you can 

use the following one by Andrea Ritchie and Beth Richie from their report titled 
“The Crisis of Criminalization” (http://bcrw.barnard.edu/publications/the-crisis-of-
criminalization/). 

“Criminalization is the social and political process by which society determines which 
actions or behaviors – and by who – will be punished by the state. At the most basic 
level, it involves passage and enforcement of criminal laws. While framed as neutral, 
decisions about what kinds of conduct to punish, how, and how much are very much a 
choice, guided by existing structures of economic and social inequality based on race, 
gender, sexuality, disability, and poverty, among others. To give just one well-known 
example, the decision to punish possession of crack cocaine up to 100 times more 
severely than possession of powder cocaine – which is chemically identical to crack 
– was largely driven by perceptions about who used which drug: Black people were 
perceived to use crack at higher rates than white people. 

Criminalization extends beyond laws and policies to more symbolic – and more 
deeply entrenched – processes of creating categories of people deemed “criminals.” 
This process is fueled by widespread and commonly accepted stereotypes. These 
highly racialized and gendered narratives – whether they are about “thugs,” “crack 
mothers,” “welfare queens,” or “bad hombres” – are used to fuel a generalized state 
of anxiety and fear, and to brand people labeled “criminal” as threatening, dangerous, 
and inhuman. In this context, violence, banishment and exile, denial of protection, and 
restrictions on freedom, expression, movement, and ultimately existence of people 
deemed “criminal” within our communities becomes a “natural” response.
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Criminalizing narratives are also projected onto entire groups of people to justify 
practices such as “stop and frisk” programs targeting Black youth in low income 
communities of color or immigration checkpoints in Latinx communities. As a result, 
even as criminal laws change, the same populations continue to be targeted through 
ongoing practices.” 

• The state is the central organizer of all gender-based violence. As Alisa Bierria 
offers: “Our political strategies must recognize that gender violence and state 
violence are not isolated or oppositional, but integral to each other.” 

• For people who are interested in accessing a copy of the poem as a zine, they can 
download it here: http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/2018/02/14/no-lady-a-new-
publication-to-share-with-incarcerated-people/ 

Objective: To illustrate various statistics about the Prison Industrial Complex (PIC), 
and spark discussion about the gender, race, class and sexuality biases that drive 
criminalization.

Items needed:
• Use the two fact sheets provided to create Jeopardy statistic titles and answers 

printed on sheets of paper and displayed in rows around the room. Make it look like 
the Jeopardy game grid.

• Markers or small star or dot stickers

Facilitator tells participants that now that they’ve heard from an individual prisoner, it’s 
also important to know more about the scope of the problem of criminalization.
 
Explain that the group is going to play a game to learn about statistics related to the 
PIC. Give each participant a marker or some stickers, and then ask them to move 
around the room to each statistic. At each statistic, participants should draw a check 
with their marker or put one of the stickers next to the number they think is the correct 
answer.

When everyone is done, go through each statistic and reveal the correct answer. Give 
participants a chance to discuss any statistics that were surprising.

pic jeopardy 25 mins
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Facilitator Notes:
Over the past 2 decades, mass incarceration – the reality that over 2.2 million people 
are locked up in the nation’s prisons and jails, and 60% are people of color – has 
emerged as a central social justice issue of our time. 

Mass incarceration represents the tip of a much larger iceberg – the growing crisis 
of criminalization.  Over 10 million arrests take place annually across the country. 
Over four & a half million people are currently on probation, parole or otherwise under 
the control of the criminal legal system without being incarcerated. These daunting 
statistics reflect a growing crisis in the United States – not of increasing violent crime, 
but of an ever-expanding web of criminalization. 

Multiple studies indicate that between 71% and 95% of incarcerated women have 
experienced physical violence from an intimate partner. Many have experienced 
multiple forms of physical and sexual abuse in childhood and as adults. 
See Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor in Incarceration, Dichter & 
Osthoff, VAWnet, 2015 

The main point that you want to stress is that many prisoners were first domestic 
violence and sexual assault (DV/SA) survivors. Refer to the statistics that they just 
learned. Also point out that many DV/SA survivors are criminalized and funneled 
through the system.

 “no lady” criminalizing women

Objective: To learn about key points in the history of the intersection between 
racialized gender violence and criminalization

Items needed:
• Long sheet of butcher paper or wall space
• Markers
• Make and print out copies of PIC timeline cards, each on a separate sheet of paper 

(I’ve provided you with a list of events that you can use)

historical timeline 20-40 mins
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Facilitator points (5 minutes):
• This timeline provides a look at the intersections between racialized gender-based 

violence and criminalization.
• REMIND participants this is not an exhaustive review of every single issue related 

to the criminalization of women, girls, GNC people but is only a sampling of select 
events. Tell them that they will be invited to add what they know and think is 
important to this history on the timeline.

• Exercises like this are helpful because they show the historic and current ways that 
people and communities are impacted by government, political events, and cultural 
events. 

• Timelines are also a way to share our history of resistance and tell the story of the 
ways people affected by these issues have fought back in small and big ways and 
have succeeded in creating social change.

• There are at least three ways that you can structure this activity depending on 
group size, space, etc…

• If you have a lot of wall space and want to streamline the activity, you can set it up 
as a gallery walk. You can do small group discussion. Or you can make it a very 
streamlined activity.

Gallery Walk Version (35 minutes total)
[Preparation: Before your teach-in begins, post timeline cards on your walls in 
chronological order.] 

Facilitator instructs: Find a partner, ideally someone who you don’t know, and tour the 
timeline. Feel free to chat as you tour, once you’re done take a seat. 15 min

Debrief Timeline – 20 min (Large group or in pairs)

Once everyone is done touring, ask the following questions to help surface what 
participants saw and learned. 

Flip chart the following questions, one per page. Write up people’s answers as the 
discussion moves forward:
• What did you learn or what was surprising about the timeline?
• What’s missing from the timeline? What would you add?
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Small Group Version (35 minutes)

[Preparation: Prior to beginning the teach-in – create a timeline on a wall starting from 
pre-1800 to 2018. Leave enough room for participants to post cards under and/or 
above the dates.]

Facilitator instructs: Break up into groups of at least 2 people.  I will be giving you some 
cards with historical information on them. [Note to facilitators: there are a number of 
historical moments included in this timeline. Depending on the number of participants 
in your workshop, hand out enough cards per group to allow for all groups to have at 
least a couple of cards. You should also be sure to hand out blank post-it notes so that 
groups can add their own historical moments to the timeline, should they choose.]

• Read the cards and discuss them with your partner/group:
• Is this information that you already knew?
• Is this new information?
• If the info is not new, what more can you share with your partner/group about this 

era?
• If it is new, what strikes you as important/interesting about this information?
• After you’ve discussed the historical moments, please paste them on the timeline in 

the appropriate era.  Also, you can add other information that you know about other 
historical moments that may not be represented on the timeline.

• I am going to ask for a volunteer from each pair or group to come up and discuss 
the historical moments that they posted on the timeline.

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, what 
do you notice is a reoccurring theme?”

Streamlined Timeline Activity (limited time and space, 20 minutes) 
There are some instances where facilitators might want to include some historical 
background but are pressed for time or perhaps have limited space. In that case, you 
can do a streamlined version of the timeline activity.
• Give out 8 to 10 timeline cards to 8 to 10 different participants. [Note to facilitator: 

make sure that you pre-select the events that you think will best illustrate how girls/
young women have been criminalized throughout history.]

• Review the timeline in chronological order by asking participants to come up and 
present/explain the event/historical moment they have and place it on the timeline 
(on a wall, blackboard, etc.).

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, what 
do you notice is a reoccurring theme?

 “no lady” criminalizing women
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Provide local resources.

For people interested in learning more about intersections between racialized gender-
based violence and criminalization, direct them to the work of Survived and Punished 
(https://survivedandpunished.org), Black & Pink (http://www.blackandpink.org), the 
National Council for Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls (https://
www.nationalcouncil.us) and more.

For those who are interested in hearing stories about incarcerated women, visit Just 
Us Voices (http://testif-i.com) and Women + Prison: A Site For Resistance (http://www.
womenandprison.org).    

closing 10 mins

https://survivedandpunished.org
http://www.blackandpink.org
https://www.nationalcouncil.us
https://www.nationalcouncil.us
http://testif-i.com
http://www.womenandprison.org
http://www.womenandprison.org
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“no lady” by anonymous

No Lady
Prison didn’t improve me none.
There was ten of us girls in the county jail
five white, five black awaitin’ trial for sellin shit.
The white girls, they all on probation.
Us black girls, we all go to Dwight. Me, three months gone.
An I ask myself sittin on them concrete benches in the county.
How come? How come me an my sisters goin to jail
An the white girls goin back to college?
Their mothers come in here an weep — they get probation.
My mama come in here – nose spread all over her face — she weepin too
But I goin to Dwight
An I think about that — But I don’t come up with no answers.
Ain’t got no money for a lawyer.
Hell, I couldn’t even make bail.
Met the defender five minutes before my trial
An I done what he said. Didn’t seem like no trial to me, not like T.V.
I didn’t understand none of it.
Six months to a year they give me…
They ride us out there in a bus.
See my playin’ the game — goin to charm class an the body
dynamics, (to learn my Feminine Role)
An I take keypunchin, an I do real well.
My boyfriend, he come to see me twice, and then he stop comin’
An when I have the baby, I give it up.
Weren’t nothin else for me to do.
They give me twenty-five dollar when I get outta there
An I wearin my winter clothes in July, an everyone knows where I comin from
Six month I try to find a job, make it straight.
But every door I push against closed tight.
This here piece of paper say I’m a first-class keypuncher
But the man who give the job, he say I flunk that test
Sheeit man, I didn’t flunk that test.
You think I’m a criminal. I done my time, but you ain’t reclassified me.
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I always be a criminal to you…
One of the counselors say I “mentally ill,” I needs treatment.
Two hours a week they give me group therapy.
The other hundred and fifteen, they lock me up — like an animal.
An I ain’t got no neurosis noways.
Sheeit, it’s this place make you ill…
Other night, I took sick with the cramps;
There weren’t no doctor ’til mornin.
He poke me in the sore spot an say,
“Girl — You jus wanna go to the hospital. Get you some tea an toast.”
Tea an toast!
My girlfriend — she die of diabetes, before they do anythin for her.
She come outta here in a box. Looks like it won’t be no different for me.
That’s how it is, Lady.
No. Prison didn’t improve me none.

— anonymous, reprinted from The Chicago Seed (1981).



survived & punished curriculum 72

 “no lady” criminalizing women

pic/vaw statistics 

1. Number of prisoners (excluding jails) in 1970 in the U.S. 
50,000
200,000
600,000
1,000,000
1,500,000

2. Number of women in prison in 1970
1,302
5,600 
27,300
98,000
205,315

NOTE: This document uses the words “women,” “mother” and “female” but recognizes and 
highlights the fact that many individuals housed in female prisons, those giving birth, or those 
categorized as women may identify as gender-queer, gender non-conforming, or transgender. 
There are also people who are refused categorization as women who we may not be accurately 
representing. 

3. Number of people locked up in the U.S. (2018) 
100,000
450,000
780,000
1,200,000
2,274,800

NOTE: The almost 2.3 million people behind bars in 2018 represents more than a 1050% 
increase from the level of 1970.

This number does not accurately include people whom the Department of Homeland Security 
detains in Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facilities. The United States maintains 
the largest immigration detention infrastructure in the world, detaining approximately 380,000 
to 442,000 persons per year. According to the American Civil Liberties Union, “the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) held a record-breaking 429,000 immigrants in over 250 facilities 
across the country.” According to Amnesty International USA, “The dramatic increase in the use 
of immigration detention has forced US immigration authorities to contract with approximately 
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 350 state and county criminal jails as well as for-profit prisons across the country to house 
individuals pending deportation proceedings. Approximately 67 percent of immigration detainees 
are held in these facilities, while the remaining individuals are held in facilities operated by 
immigration authorities and private contractors.” According to the Department of Homeland 
Security, “Nearly 67 percent of the ICE detained population are housed in local or state facilities, 
17 percent are housed in contract detention facilities, 13 percent are housed in ICE-owned 
facilities (service processing centers), and 3 percent are housed in Bureau of Prisons facilities, 
which are funded either through congressional appropriations to the bureau or through ICE 
reimbursement.”

Thus, the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) data on the numbers of people incarcerated in 
federal and state prisons and jails reflect only a portion of the total number of people whom ICE 
detains. BJS collects data from ICE on the number of people it detains in ICE facilities. The most 
recent data BJS has made available is from 2007. In its “Prisoners in 2007” report, BJS indicates 
that at year end 2007, ICE detained 9,720 people in ICE facilities. This population is in addition to 
the people whom ICE detained in jails and prisons.

The U.S. immigration detention system “is a relatively recent phenomenon. Prior to the 1980s, 
there were only approximately 30 people in immigration detention each day. The 1980s gave 
rise to two major prison corporations, GEO Group and Corrections Corporation of America, that 
lobbied the government for laws that expanded detention and other forms of incarceration. In 
fact, various federal and state laws were passed that resulted in a new prison built every 15 days 
throughout the 1990s. Today, the detention population has increased fourfold to approximately 
34,000 individuals each day, due in part to a Congressionally mandated lock-up quota. As there 
exists no independent oversight of the system, people in immigration detention are vulnerable to 
abuse. Immigrants in detention facilities around the United States are often subjected to punitive 
and long-term solitary confinement. They are subject to inadequate medical care, vulnerable to 
rape and assault, and often isolated from access to legal assistance and community support.”

4. Number of women in state and federal prisons and local jails in the U.S in the present 
day
50,134
82,395
147,009
218,890
507,117

NOTE: Women comprise about 9.5% of people locked up in the US. Since 1978, the number of 
women in state prisons nationwide has grown at over twice the pace of men, to over 9 times the 
size of the 1978 population.
• In 2016, Black women were incarcerated at 2 times the rate of white women. Hispanic women 

were incarcerated at 1.2 times the rate of white women. 
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• From 2000 to 2010, the rate of incarceration decreased 35% for Black women and increased 
28% for Hispanic women, and 38% for white women.

6. Percentage (approximate) of incarcerated women who are Black, Latina, First Nation, or 
Asian
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%

7. Percentage of women in jail who did not have full-time employment prior to their arrest
28%
39%
60%
78%
93%

8. Median annual income for incarcerated women prior to incarceration
8,053
13,890
17,540
22,408
25,800

9. Percentage of women in prison who were homeless at least once in the year prior to 
their arrest 
15%
24%
49%
62%
87%

10. Percentage of women in state prisons who have not graduated high school
12%
27%
42%
78%
89%
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11. Percentage of women in state prisons who have minor children 
12%
28%
46%
62%
78%

12. Percentage of women in state prisons who reported histories of physical or sexual 
violence
10%
30%
50%
60%
80%

NOTE: Depending on the study, 60-98% of incarcerated women reported histories of physical or 
sexual violence (see: Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:2, Beck et al 2013: Sexual Victimization in 
Prisons and Jails Reported by Inmates).
This is in comparison to 43% of women in the general population who report experiencing 
physical or sexual violence at some point in their lives (Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:2)

13. Percentage of women in prison who reported using drugs categorized as “illicit” 
during the 30 days before incarceration
22%
39%
56%
67%
84%

14. Percentage of women in jails who met lifetime criteria for drug or alcohol abuse or 
dependence
29%
43%
68%
82% 
92%

15. Percentage of women in prison who reported a history of mental illness
21%
38%
54%
66%
92%
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16. Number of women who are victims of intimate partner violence each year
200,000
800,000
1,300,000
1,600,000
2,000,000

17. Percentage of domestic violence victims who identify as women
35%
55%
75%
85%
95%

18. Ratio of women who have been victims of some form of physical violence by an 
intimate partner within her lifetime
1 in 10
1 in 8
1 in 6
1 in 3 
1 in 2 
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Statistics activity re: women and LGBTQGNC people in the criminal legal system 
 
Note: Use of the term “LGBTQ respondents” refers exclusively to data taken from 
“Coming out of Concrete Closets”: 
(http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf). This report lifts up the voices of LGBTQ prisoners 
from across the United States so that they can inform, shape, and lead the movement for 
prisoner justice. These numbers, statistics, and stories represent the largest ever 
collection of information from LGBTQ prisoners. This collection of information is possible 
because of the time taken by 1,118 prisoners across the United States to handwrite 
responses to our 133-question survey, which was itself designed/drafted with prisoners 
themselves.  
 
This document uses the words “women,” “mother” and “female” but recognizes and 
highlights the fact that many individuals housed in female prisons, those giving birth, or 
those categorized as women may identify as gender-queer, gender-nonconforming, or 
transgender. There are also people who are refused categorization as women who we 
may not be accurately representing.  
 
Arrest and Incarceration 
Number of women in prison in 1970 
5,600  
 
# of women in state and federal prisons and local jails in the U.S in 2017 
219000   

1

 

1 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2017women.html 

statistics activity re: women & LGBTQGNC 

people in the criminal legal system
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# of women under control of the U.S. “Corrections” system in 2014:  
1.2 million  

2

 
% of women in federal prison serving sentences for nonviolent drug convictions:  
60%  

3

 
% increase in number of women incarcerated in state facilities for drug related 
convictions alone (between 1986 and 1999):  
888% increase (compared to an increase of 129% for non-drug convictions)  

4

 
% increase in the number of women vs men in prison since 1980: 
# of women in prison has been increasing at a rate 50% higher than men since 1980  

5

 
% of American youth in detention who currently identify as LGBT or gender 
non-conforming:  
20% (versus an estimated 7 percent of youth on the outside)   

6

 

2 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Gi
rls.pdf 
3 https://www.cjpf.org/federal-female-drug-offenders 
4 http://www.aclu.org/files/images/asset_upload_ 
5 https://sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Trends-in-US-Corrections.pdf 
6(https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2016/02/why-are-lgbt-people-overrepresented-
prisons-and-jails  
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% of trans people of color who say they've been incarcerated at some point in their lives: 
47%   

7

 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being arrested or held in a cell due to bias of police officers on the basis of 
gender identity/expression alone: 
7% (Note: This percentage increased to 41% for Black respondents and 21% for 
Latino/a respondents)  

8

 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being sent to jail or prison “for any reason”:  
16% (Note: This percentage increased to 47% for Black respondents and 30% for 
American Indian respondents.)   

9

 
% of respondents in a national survey of LGBTQ prisoners whose first arrest occurred 
when they were under the age of 18:  
58% (Note: Black and Latinx/Hispanic respondents were more likely to have their first 
arrest occur when they were under 18 compared to white respondents (66% versus 
51%, respectively))  

10

 
% of LGBTQ respondents for whom the current sentence they are serving is not their 
first experience of incarceration: 
67%  

11

 
Spotlight on Pretrial Detention  
 
What is the fastest growing population of incarcerated people in the US?  
Women held in local jails  (due to a lack of research, can’t say definitively regarding 

12

transgender or gender non-conforming people)  
 
Number of women held in jails:  
~110,000  

13

 
% of LGBTQ respondents held in jail prior to their conviction 

7 http://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-criminal-justice-poc.pdf 
8 http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf 
9 ibid  
10 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 
11 ibid  
12 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/17/women-incarceration-rates-growth-study 
13 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
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75% (and more than half were detained for a year or more.)  
14

 
% of counties in 1970 reporting NO women in their jails:  
73%   

15

 
% of women in jail who have not been convicted of a crime and are awaiting trial:  
60%  

16

 
& of women in jails with dependent children:  
~80%  

17

 
% of women in jails reporting sexual violence at some point in their life:  
86%  

18

 
Proportion of women in jail who report a serious mental illness:  
1/3   

19

 
Mothering and Children  
 
% of women in federal prison who have children under age 18: 
more than 50%  

20

 
% of women in state prisons who have minor children:  
62%  

21

 
% increase in number of mothers in prison between 1991 and 2007: 
122% increase  

22

 
% of mothers who were the primary caretakers of their children before going to prison:  

14 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 
15 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
16 https://www.aclu.org/report/womens-mass-incarceration-whole-pie-2017 
17 http://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/incarcerated-women-and-girls/ 
18 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
19 Ibid  
20 http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf 
21 Lawston 2012 Women and Prison Fact Sheet 
22  
http://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Incarcerated-Parents-and-The
ir-Children-Trends-1991-2007.pdf 
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64%  
23

 
➢ For many “justice involved women,” their children are often the motivating factor 

for wanting to disengage from activities that may result in their imprisonment  
24

➢ Women have plans to return to that role upon release   
25

 
% of respondents in a national survey of LGBTQ prisoners who report having children, 
although only 29% of these parents report having any kind of contact with their children: 
45%  

26

 
% of parents in state prisons incarcerated more than 100 miles from their last residence: 
62% (which goes up to 84% for those in federal prisons)   

27

 
% of mothers in federal prison who are thus never able to receive a visit from their 
children: 
50%  

28

 
Number of American children who have experienced parental incarceration:  
10 million  

29

 
Black children are 7.5 times more likely and Hispanic children are 2.6 times more likely 
than are white children to have a parent in prison.  

30

 
How much does being incarcerated increase a mother’s chance of losing children to 
foster care?  
5x as likely  

31

 
# of states in which it is legal to shackle women during labor and delivery: 
27  

32

 
# of women who are pregnant upon arrival to prison or jail each year:  

23 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
24 https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226812.pdf 
25 
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/60696/410628-Prisoners-and-Families-Pa
renting-Issues-During-Incarceration.PDF 
26 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 
27 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
28  http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf 
29http://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/pcs_assets/2010/CollateralCosts1pd
f.pdf 
30 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
31 http://www.fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/briefs/ResearchBrief42.pdf 
32 https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/23/opinion/handcuffed-while-pregnant.html 
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9000  
33

 
Race  
 
Imprisonment rate for Black women versus white women:  
2:1 (in other words Black women are twice as likely as white women to end up behind 
bars)  

34

 
Imprisonment rate for Latinx women versus white women:  
1.2:1  

35

 
% of all incarcerated women in the US who identify as Black: 
30% (although they represent 13% of all women in the US)  

36

 
% of incarcerated women in the US who identify as Latina: 
16% (although they make up only 11% of all women in the U.S.)   

37

 
in 2011, the % (approximate) of incarcerated women who were Black, Latina, First 
Nation, or Asian:  
70%  

38

 
% of Black trans people who have been incarcerated at some point: 
50%  

39

 
This isn’t because these women of color are more likely to be engaged in activity 
deemed criminal or to use drugs at a higher rate than white women. Rather, people of 
color are far more likely to be stopped, searched, arrested, prosecuted, convicted, and 
incarcerated for drug law violations than white women are.  

40

33 
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18410/u.s.-prisons-are-threatening-the-lives-of-pregnant-moth
ers-and-newborns 
34 see: 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f 
http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Fact-Sheet.pdf 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Gi
rls.pdf 
35 ibid  
36 https://www.aclu.org/other/facts-about-over-incarceration-women-united-states 
37 ibid  
38 Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:1 
39 2011 National Transgender Discrimination Survey, NTDS 
40 Drug Policy Alliance, Fact Sheet: The Drug War, Mass Incarceration and Race, New York, NY: 
Drug Policy Alliance, 2014. Available 
athttp://www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Drug_War_Mass_Incarceration_
and_Race_Feb2014.pdf 
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Mental Health 
 
% of women in prison who reported a history of mental illness:  
66% (and 68% of those in jail)   

41

 
# of women who said they had recently experienced psychological distress in prison:  
1 in 5  
 
# of incarcerated women who meet criteria for current PTSD 
About 1 in 3  (with 1 in 2 meeting criteria for lifetime PTSD)  

42

 
% of women prisoners in state prisons who exhibited mental health issues:  
73% (vs 55% of men)   

43

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been diagnosed with a mental illness: 
67% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who receive no therapy: 
48%  
 
Substances  
 
% of women who reported using drugs categorized as “illicit” during the 30 days before 
incarceration 
67%   

44

 
% of women in jails who met lifetime criteria for drug or alcohol abuse or dependence: 

41 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/06/22/the-mental-health-crisis-facing-women-in-pris
on#.cYGFhZPZq 
42 Messina, N., Calhoun, S. & Braithwaite, J. (2014) Trauma informed treatment decreases 
posttraumatic stress disorder among women offenders. Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 15:1: 
6-23. Retrieved from: http:// 
www.stephaniecovington.com/assets/files/Trauma-Informed-Treatment-Decreases-PTSD-Amon
g-WomenOffenders-HWR-and-BT%2C-Messina_Calhoun_Braithwaite_2014.pdf  
43 James, D. & Glaze, L. (2006). Special Report: Mental Health Problems of Prison and Jail 
Inmates. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. Retrieved from: 
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/pdf/mhppji.pdf 
44 Garcia, M. & Ritter, N. (2012). Improving Access to Services for Female Offenders Returning to 
the Community. NIJ Journal 269. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/237725.pdf)  
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82%  
45

 
% likelihood for women in prison to have co-occurring substance use “disorders” and 
mental health issues: 
40.5% (vs 22.9% for men)  

46

 
% of women with substance use histories who need treatment and receive it in state 
prisons:  
20% (and only 12% in federal prisons. The programs that do exist are usually 
bare-bones and fail to address the underlying social problems – including sexual and 
physical violence, poverty, and sexism – that deeply affect many women’s history with 
drug) ,  

47 48

 
Experiences of Violence and Criminalized Survivors  
 
% of criminalized women who report experiencing some kind of physical or sexual abuse 
in their lifetime: between 60% and 98%  

49

 
% of women in prison who suffered physical or sexual abuse as children  
up to 82%   

50

 
% of women in prison who have histories of sexual assault by an intimate partner during 
adulthood:  
75%  

51

 
Note: young women of color who are survivors of abuse are also more likely to be 
pipelined into the criminal justice system than white girls – and even more likely to be if 
they are gender non-conforming.  These young women also have lower chances of 

52

45  (Lynch, S.M., DeHart, D.D., Belknap, J. & Green, B.L. (2012). Women’s Pathways to Jail: The 
Roles & Intersections of Serious Mental Illness and Trauma. Retrieved from: 
https://www.bja.gov/Publications/Women_ Pathways_to_Jail.pdf)  
46 CASA (2010). Behind Bars II: Substance Abuse and America’s Prison Population. The National 
Center for Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University. Retrieved from: 
http://www.centeronaddiction.org/addiction-research/reports/substance-abuse-prison-system-
2010 
 
47 http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudsfp04.pdf. 
48 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK83252. 
 
49 Beck, A.J., Berzofsky, M., Caspar, R. & Krebs, C. (2013). Sexual Victimization in Prisons and Jails 
Reported by Inmates, 2011–12. U.S. Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
Retrieved from: http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/svpjri1112.pdf 
50   https://www.csosa.gov/newsmedia/factsheets/statistics-on-women-offenders-2016.pdf  
51 https://www.csosa.gov/newsmedia/factsheets/statistics-on-women-offenders-2016.pdf 
52 Gilfus M, Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor for 
Incarceration, Harrisburg, PA: VAWnet Applied Research Forum, 2002. 
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being treated as survivors and victims and receive services from child welfare or mental 
health systems.  Instead of being treated for trauma, depression, addiction, and other 

53

injuries of violence, these women are targeted and displaced into the criminal justice 
system.  

54

 
% of accused jail/prison staff who were referred for prosecution in 2004 out of complaints 
made against them: 
1/3 (and out of those referrals, only half were discharged, and 1/10 were disciplined but 
not discharged)  

55

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who are sexually assaulted in prison:  
12.2%  (4 times more likely to be sexually assaulted than the general prison population)  
 
% of Black transgender women of color report being sexually assaulted in custody or in 
prison: 
38%  

56

 
% of LGBTQ respondents physically assaulted by prison staff:  
more than a third  
 
% of Black transgender and gender non-conforming (GNC) people who interacted with 
the police and  reported harassment: 
38% 
 
% of Black trans and GNC respondents who had been arrested or held in a cell due to 
bias at some point in their lives:  
35% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have experienced strip searches in prison: 
100% (answers in number of searches ranged anywhere from 1 to 50, 250, 500, 
“millions,” “every day in 12 years,” and “too many to count.” One respondent wrote, “who 
the heck keeps track of all that?” This means that, despite the declared intentions of the 

 
53 Gilfus M, Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor for Incarceration, Harrisburg, PA: 
VAWnet Applied Research Forum, 2002; Hunt J and A Moodie-Mills, TheUnfair Criminalization of 
Gay and Transgender Youth: An Overview of the Experiences of LGBT Youth in the Juvenile 
Justice System, Washington, DC: Center for American Progress, 2012. Available 
at www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/issues/2012/06/pdf/juvenile_justice.pdf. 
 
54 Dana DeHart, Pathways to Prison: Impact of Victimization in the Lives of Incarcerated 
Women, National Institute of Justice (2004), available 
atwww.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/208383.pdf 
 
55 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Words From Prison — Did You Know?, New York, NY: 
ACLU, June 12, 2006. Available 
at https://www.aclu.org/womens-rights/words-prison-did-you-know#_edn47 
 
56 http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf 
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Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA), 100% of LGBTQ prisoners have experienced 
sexual violence by prison staff.)  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who report that in situations where they were assaulted by 
another prisoner, prison staff intentionally placed them in situations where they would be 
at high risk of sexuall assault from another prisoner:  
76% 
 
% of domestic homicide cases in which police were called by the abused woman at least 
once before she killed the abusive partner:  
85%  (and they were called at least five times in 50% of cases)  

57

 
% of women incarcerated for killing their significant others who had been abused by 
them:  
93% in California, 67% in New York, and potentially 90% overall   

58

 
average sentence for women killing a partner: 
15 years (the average for men killing a partner is 2-6 years)   

59

 
ratio of Black women to white women convicted of killing their abusive husbands:  
2:1 (in 1991)   

60

 
number of women in prison for killing abusive male partners:  
as many as 4500   

61

 
% survivors in a New York City study who had been arrested along with their abusers 
(dual arrest cases) or arrested as a result of a complaint lodged by their 
abuser (retaliatory arrest cases): 
66% were African American or Latina,  
43% were living below the poverty line, 
19% percent were receiving public assistance at the time  

62

 
Income and Employment  
 

57 Convicted Survivors: The Imprisonment of Battered Women Who Kill By Elizabeth Dermody 
Leonard  
58  (http://legislation.sinbysilence.com/about-ab-593  
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/DV-SJA-Talking-Points-3-
21-13-FINAL.pdf) 
59 ibid  
60 http://www.purpleberets.org/pdf/bat_women_prison.pdf 
61  Convicted Survivors: The Imprisonment of Battered Women Who Kill By Elizabeth 
Dermody Leonard 
62 
http://www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/2883_toolkitrev-d
omesticviolence.pdf 
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% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents who took hormones 
prior to their incarceration: 
33%  
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents are currently taking 
hormones in prison: 
23%  
 
% LGBTQ respondents who report being denied access to hormones they requested: 
44%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who are allowed access to underwear and cosmetic needs 
that match their gender: 
21% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been barred from programs offered by the prison 
because they identify as LGBTQ: 
15% 
 
Homelessness and Housing 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being homeless or transient prior to their 
incarceration: 
20% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who lived with a family or friend: 
29%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents living in a home of their own before incarceration: 
52% 
 
Education  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have completed high school or earned a GED: 
90%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who completed high school outside of prison: 
29% (This means that 71% of respondents dropped out of school, were expelled from 
school, or never attended school in the first place.) 
 
Sentencing  
 
Likelihood of LGBTQ respondents vs general state and federal prison populations to be 
serving life sentences: 
2:1  
 
Average time LGBTQ respondents have spent in prison: 
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Annual median income of women who could not make bail: 
11,071  

63

 
Median annual income of Black women who could not make bail:  
9,083 (20% of a white non-incarcerated man)   

64

 
typical bail amount:  
10,000 
 
median annual income for incarcerated women prior to incarceration:  
13,890  

65

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being unemployed prior to their incarceration: 
33% (nearly 7 times the 2014 national unemployment rate in 2014) 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents reported that they have traded sex for survival: 
39%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have sold drugs for money: 
50% (Black respondents were nearly 20% more likely to have participated in the drug 
trade than white respondents (67% and 48% respectively). This over-representation of 
Black respondents in the drug trade highlights the racism of the War on Drugs, since 
white people are actually more likely to sell drugs.  
 
Sexual Identity and Gender Identity 
  
% of LGBTQ respondents who identified as LGBTQ prior to their incarceration: 
65% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who experienced emotional pain from hiding their sexuality 
during incarceration/throughout their interactions with the criminal legal system: 
70% 
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents experienced emotional 
pain from hiding their gender identity during incarceration/throughout their interactions 
with the criminal legal system: 
78% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being denied Gender Identity Disorder or 
Gender Dysphoria diagnoses upon seeking them during incarceration: 
31%  
 

63 prisonpolicy.org/reports/incomejails.html 
64 (https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2017women.html 
65 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/income.html 
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10 years (According to research by Pew, the total population of prisoners released in 
2009 served an average of 2.9 years in custody) 
 
Prison Security Levels  
 
Ratio of white to Black LGBTQ respondents being held in minimum, lower security 
prisons: 
2:1  
 
Parole  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been granted parole on a previous sentence: 
30% (Of those who have been granted parole, 65% have been returned to prison on a 
parole violation) 
 
Sexual Activity  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been sexually active in prison: 
70% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have access to condoms allowed by the prison: 
2% 
 
% LGBTQ respondents who have used a condom or another barrier to stop the 
transmission of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) in prison: 
22% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who discussed safer sex with their sexual partner(s): 
81% 
 
% of respondents that have been disciplined for engaging in consensual sex: 
33% (of those, nearly two thirds have been placed in solitary confinement as punishment 
for consensual sexual activity)  
 
Solitary Confinement  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been in solitary confinement at some point during 
their sentence 
86% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have spent 2 or more years in solitary confinement: 
~50% (Altogether, respondents have spent a total of 5,110 years in solitary confinement) 
 
Likelihood that Black, Latinx/Hispanic, mixed-race, and Native American/American 
Indian LGBTQ respondents would have been in solitary confinement: 
2x the likelihood of white participants 
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LGBTQ Respondents with a mental illness diagnosis were more likely to be in solitary 
confinement at the time of the survey and more likely to have ever been in solitary 
confinement than survey respondents without such a diagnosis.  
 
A 2014 ACLU report found that putting women in solitary confinement can exacerbate 
mental illness; re-traumatize victims of past abuse—and can render incarcerated women 
more vulnerable to abuse by correctional officers; is sometimes used as retaliation 
against women who have reported sexual and other harmful treatment while in prison; 
can jeopardize the relationship between mother and child, harming children; and for 
pregnant women it is harmful and internationally condemned.  

66

 
Healthcare  
 
Many incarcerated women are in poor health and have chronic and/or communicable 
medical problems including HIV, Hepatitis C, and other sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs).  But, their physical and mental health is routinely put at risk by harmful security 

67

policies as well as delays in accessing both emergency and routine health care.  
68

 
Number of tubal ligations done on women between 2006-2010 in California prisons 
without following the approval process established by state law to protect them from 
coercion: 
148  

69

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who are HIV positive:  
7% (Black respondents were more than 3 times more likely to be HIV positive than white 
respondents)  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported having to pay a fee to see a doctor: 
81% (Fees ranged from $1 per visit to $100 per year) 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents for whom fees prevented them from seeking medical care 
they needed: 
43% 

66 https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/worse_than_second-class.pdf 
67 Maruschak L, Medical problems of prisoners, Washington, DC: Department of Justice, Bureau 
of Justice Statistics, 2008. 
 
68  American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Words From Prison — Did You Know?, New York, NY: 
ACLU, June 12, 2006. Available 
at https://www.aclu.org/womens-rights/words-prison-did-you-know#_edn47. 
 

69 Johnson  CJ, “Female inmates sterilized in California prisons without approval,” Sacramento CA: 
The Center for Investigative Reporting, July 7, 2013. Available online 
at: http://cironline.org/reports/female-inmates-sterilized-california-prisons-without-approval-4917 . 
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% of LGBTQ respondents who reported denial of routine healthcare due to bias while 
incarcerated:  
12% 
 
% likelihood of incarcerated transgender women being deprived of healthcare:  
2x as likely as cis women  
 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being in jail or prison and denial of hormones while incarcerated:  
17% 
 
Relationships 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been in a romantic relationship with another 
prisoner while incarcerated 
68% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents in romantic relationships in prison who experienced intimate 
partner abuse 
1/3 
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The “No Selves to Defend” anthology was 
conceived and edited by Mariame Kaba 
of the Chicago Alliance to Free Marissa 
Alexander (now called Love & Protect) as a 
fundraising, education, and consciousness-
raising tool. Published in June 2014, the 
anthology locates Marissa Alexander’s case 
within a historical context that criminalizes 
and punishes women (particularly women of 
color) for self-defense and survival.

The women featured in the publication 
(besides Marissa) are: Lena Baker, Inez 
Garcia, Rosa Lee Ingram, Joan Little, Cece 
McDonald, New Jersey 4, Cassandra Peten, 
Bernadette Powell, Juanita Thomas, Yvonne 
Wanrow, and Dessie Woods.

“No Selves to Defend” included original art 
by Micah Bazant, Molly Crabapple, Billy 
Dee, Bianca Diaz, Rachel Galindo, Lex Non 
Scripta, Caitlin Seidler, and Ariel Springfield; 
as well as writing by William C. Anderson, 
Sam Hsieh, Mariame Kaba, Victoria Law, 
Andy Smith, Mychal Denzel Smith, Emily 
Thuma, Lewis Wallace, and Rachel Domain-
White.

One hundred and fifty copies were printed 
(thanks to generous support from Kiese 
Laymon, Ariel Springfield, and Mychal 
Denzel Smith) and 125 copies were available 
to purchase. All proceeds were donated 
to Marissa’s legal defense fund. Marissa 
successfully fought her 20-year mandatory 
minimum sentence and was officially freed 
from house arrest in January 2017. There 

about
are no plans for a second printing of the 
anthology but it was made available for free 
downloading here: https://noselves2defend.
wordpress.com.

We are re-publishing the case studies in this 
curriculum resource and invite everyone to 
organize discussion groups based on “No 
Selves to Defend.” We’ve included some 
questions that you can use to guide your 
discussions. Also included on the website is a 
poetry zine for those who’d prefer to organize 
poetry circles to discuss the criminalization of 
survivors of violence. 

Suggestions:
• Invite participants to read the case 

studies from the anthology. 
• Use discussion questions to facilitate 

a conversation about the intersections 
between racialized gender violence and 
criminalization. 

• If you have access to AV equipment, 
you can play some videos and use the 
questions for discussion. Videos can be 
found here: https://survivedandpunished.
org/educational-videos/

Art by Molly CrabappleArt by Ariel Springfield

https://noselves2defend.wordpress.com
https://noselves2defend.wordpress.com
https://survivedandpunished.org/educational-videos/
https://survivedandpunished.org/educational-videos/
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By Mychal Denzel Smith

Marissa Alexander was just trying to save her life.

In August 2010, nine days after giving birth to a new daughter, this Jacksonville, Florida resident 
was confronted by her estranged abusive husband. He found text messages in her phone, 
messages she had exchanged with her previous husband. She was trapped in the bathroom, 
called names, and told “If I can’t have you, nobody going to have you.” She feared for her life. 
When she was able to get free, she went into her garage, obtained her firearm, and fired a 
warning shot into the wall in an attempt to scare off this abusive man. The bullet hit no one. No 
person was harmed. She was afraid. She wanted it to stop.

Marissa was just trying to save her life. Florida prosecutors and a “jury of her peers” didn’t see 
it that way. In May 2012, after fewer than twelve minutes of deliberation, they convicted her of 
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon. Due to Florida’s mandatory minimum sentencing 
laws, she received a 20-year prison sentence. She would not be released until she was well into 
her 50s, missing the entirety of her youngest daughter’s life, as well as the adolescence and 
young adulthood of her older twins.

All because she was trying to save her life.

Marissa’s case gained widespread national attention in the wake of the murder of Trayvon 
Martin, as the controversial “Stand Your Ground” law came under intense scrutiny. Marissa 
attempted to claim immunity under the law, but was denied. Her claims of self-defense were 
met with stiff opposition, the sick irony being that “Stand Your Ground” has been heralded by 
defenders of the law as a protection for women in abusive relationships. But it failed to protect 
Marissa.

For over a year, an intense online and on-the-ground campaign worked for Marissa’s freedom. 
Eventually, Marissa’s sentence was overturned during her appeal and she was granted a new 
trial. She was released from prison, on bond, on Thanksgiving Day 2013. But her fight continues. 
Not only will she be retried in July, she now faces up to 60 years in prison.

But she was just trying to save her life. Like so many Black women, Marissa is now finding out 
that this system doesn’t believe she has a life worth saving. Update: Marissa took a plea deal in 
November 2014. She was officially freed from house arrest on January 2017. 

marissa alexander
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By Lewis Wallace

“She never had a chance, in her life,” said biographer Lena Bond Phillips, speaking to NPR in 
2005. Lena Baker was born to a sharecropper family in 1900 in rural southwest Georgia. Like 
most Black women in the region, she worked constantly to support her family, cleaning and 
doing laundry for white people. 

In 1943 in Cuthbert, Georgia, she began working for a white man named Ernest Knight as 
his nurse while he recovered from an injury. The job devolved into a living nightmare as she 
was beaten and abused by his son. Some versions of the story say Baker was in a sexual 
relationship with Ernest Knight, but it’s not clear the relationship was consensual. Increasingly, 
Baker—who had three children of her own—was confined to Knight’s grist mill for days on end.
In August 1944, Knight dragged her out of her house, locked her up in the mill, and went to 
church. When he came back, the two fought, and the tussle ended with her fatally shooting 
Ernest Knight. Baker turned herself in.

After a 4-hour trial before a jury of 12 white men, she was sentenced to death by electric chair. 
Her court-appointed defense attorney abandoned the case shortly after, and she was killed 
within months and buried in an unmarked grave. She is the only woman killed by electric chair in 
Georgia.

On the witness stand, Lena Baker defended herself: “What I done, I did in self-defense, or I 
would have been killed myself. Where I was I could not overcome it. God has forgiven me. I 
have nothing against anyone...I am ready to meet my God. I have a very strong conscience.” 
In 2005, 60 years after her death, Baker was posthumously pardoned by the state of Georgia. 

lena baker
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By Lewis Wallace  

Inez Garcia’s trial was a watershed for the feminist anti-violence movement. A stark example of 
the re-victimization of rape survivors by the criminal legal system, her imprisonment and appeal 
struck a chord with feminist and Chicano activists in California and around the world.

In 1974, Inez Garcia was 30 years old. Her husband, a Cuban exile and activist, was in prison, 
and she had moved from New York to Soledad, California with their son to be closer to him. She 
was known in the local Latino community as a quiet and devout Catholic woman—a reputation 
that became important in her trial. 

Her roommate at the time, Fred Medrano, was involved in the narcotics trade, and in a drug 
deal gone wrong, a group of men turned on him in their apartment one night. After beating up 
Medrano, two men, Louie Castillo and Miguel Jimenez, took Garcia into the alley and raped her.
A few minutes later, the two men called from a few blocks away, taunting and threatening 
her and Medrano over the phone. Garcia loaded a .22-caliber rifle and headed out. She and 
Medrano found the men nearby, a new fight ensued, and when Jimenez drew a knife and 
threatened her, Inez fired, killing him. 

Garcia was arrested, and was convicted of murder after her attorney attempted to defend 
her response as hysterical and uncontrolled. Medrano, meanwhile, got a reduced charge of 
manslaughter and received probation.

People magazine described Garcia as fierce and angry on the witness stand, telling reporters: “I 
don’t want their [the jurors’] sympathy…If I win, I win because of what is right.” 

She was convicted, and spent two years in the Soledad State Penitentiary before she won 
an appeal. Meanwhile, feminist activists rallied around her cause, defending her right to self-
defense.  Demonstrators stormed the courtroom in both trials, and women as far away as 
London committed civil disobedience in solidarity with Garcia. 

In the appeal, attorney Susan Jordan took a new tack, arguing that Garcia, threatened with both 
rape and murder, acted in self-defense against a violation.

Jordan talked about the case with the Rag Blog in 2009: “Women who defended themselves or 
reacted against violence, were locked away for life. No one understood that sometimes it was 
the only way out.”

inez garcia
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Garcia’s defense committee wrote: “Her case is an example to everyone, for until men stop 
attacking women, women must be free to defend themselves by whatever means necessary.”

Garcia was acquitted by a jury in 1974, marking the first known successful use of a self-defense 
argument for a woman fighting back after being raped.

Garcia’s self-defense argument represented a desperate plea to the criminal legal system to 
protect, rather than persecute, women who are targeted by rape. However, the U.S. criminal 
legal system has persisted in its failures to protect such women; instead, it has appropriated their 
language and activism. Today, many efforts at rape prevention depend wholly on criminal legal 
solutions which actually support the criminalization and scapegoating of poor people, people 
of color, queer people, and particularly Black people. “Self-defense” and “stand your ground” 
arguments are also used today in defense of racist murders.

Inez Garcia’s case raises questions: What is a just response to rape or the threat of murder? Is 
murder ever just? How can we seek justice for survivors of violence presented with extremely 
narrow choices? How can we stem cycles of violence, and attack them at their root? What 
solutions can we envision that might thrive outside of the racist criminal legal system?

There is never a single, clear path to justice, and Garcia’s passionate self-advocacy helped lay 
the groundwork for activists and others to forge multiple paths.
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By Mariame Kaba

In 1954, 90-year-old Mary Church Terrell, a lifelong activist, declared: “I’m going back to 
Georgia.” Terrell, chairwoman of the Women’s Committee for Equal Justice, was announcing a 
“Mother’s Day crusade” that she and other women would lead to once again advocate for the 
release of Rosa Lee Ingram and her two sons. By this time, all three had already spent the better 
part of six years in prison.

In 1948, Rosa Lee Ingram, a widowed mother of 12 children, was convicted and sentenced 
to death along with her two sons, Wallace and Sammie Lee, for killing a white man in self-
defense. Rosa Lee, a sharecropper, lived on the same property as 64-year-old John Stratford, 
also a sharecropper. She had endured years of harassment by him. On November 4, 1947, an 
argument that allegedly began because Stratford was angry that some hogs had crossed into 
his property quickly escalated when he tried to force Rosa Lee into a shed to have sex with him. 
She fought back. Ingram’s 16-year-old son Wallace heard the commotion and ran to help his 
mother. He warned Stratford to “stop beating mama” and when he did not, Wallace picked up a 
gun and slammed it on his head. He and his mother left Stratford lying on the ground unaware 
that he was dead. 

After Rosa Lee, Wallace, and another son named Sammie Lee were convicted of first-degree 
murder on January 26, 1948 in a one-day trial, they were sentenced to die in the electric chair 
on February 27.  There was immediate outrage at the conviction and death sentence. Family 
members of the Ingrams, including Rosa Lee’s mother Mrs. Amy Hunt, asked religious and other 
organizations for funds to support an appeal. The NAACP and the Georgia Defense Committee 
pledged their support and contributed money. Supporters across the country organized protests. 
The widespread public pressure worked: in March 1948, Judge W.M. Harper set aside the death 
penalty and commuted the family’s sentences to life in prison. Wallace was 16 years old and his 
brother Sammie Lee was only 14.

While the NAACP actively raised money and provided legal support during the case, Black 
women actually drove the campaign to free Rosa Lee Ingram and her sons from prison. In 1949, 
a group of Black women formed the National Committee for the Defense of the Ingram Family. In 
addition to Mary Church Terrell, who served as its national chair, the group included luminaries 
like Maude White Katz, Eslanda Robeson, Shirley Graham DuBois, and Charlotta Bass.

The committee organized an action in spring 1949, sending 10,000 Mother’s Day cards and a 
petition with 25,000 signatures to President Truman insisting that Mrs. Ingram be freed. 

rosa lee ingram
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The Ingram Defense Committee also reached out for international support in its campaign. In 
September 1949, members asked W.E.B. DuBois to write a petition to the UN Commission on 
Human Rights asking that it debate her case.

For years after, contingents of women continued to organize diligently insisting that the Ingrams 
be paroled and freed from prison. They organized “Mother’s Day crusades” which included visits 
to local politicians asking them to intervene in securing the release of the Ingrams. 

Georgia finally released Rosa Lee Ingram and her sons on August 26, 1959 after 12 years of 
incarceration. This would not have happened if not for the consistent agitation and organizing on 
their behalf by thousands of people across the world, and particularly Black women. It was that 
organizing that saved their lives.
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By Emily Thuma

On August 27, 1974 in Beaufort County, North Carolina, a 20-year-old Black woman prisoner 
named Joan Little defended herself from sexual violence at the hands of a white male guard. 
Little gained control of an ice pick the guard had used to threaten her while she was in her 
cell, and she used the tool as a weapon to wound him. She then fled the jail. The guard did not 
survive his stab wounds, and Little quickly became the target of a statewide search. One week 
later, Little surrendered and declared to state authorities and the press that she had acted in 
self-defense. An all-white grand jury charged her with first-degree murder, which carried the 
possibility of the death penalty, and she was sent to the women’s prison in Raleigh to await trial. 
In the following year, a broad base of individuals and organizations from around the country 
participated in the mass mobilization that became known as the “Free Joan Little Movement.” 

From Oakland to Detroit to Atlanta, people formed local committees that helped the North 
Carolina-based Joan Little Defense Fund raise money to pay for Little’s bond (set at $115,000) 
and legal fees. Many widely known racial and economic justice and feminist organizations threw 
their support behind Little as well, including the Southern Poverty Law Center, Black Panther 
Party, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Women’s International League of Peace and 
Freedom, and the National Organization for Women. The renowned a cappella group Sweet 
Honey in the Rock released a song titled, “Joanne Little: She’s My Sister.” While out on bail 
before her trial, Little traveled the country and spoke to numerous audiences about her case as 
well as unjust prison conditions more generally. 

With the help of the Center for Constitutional Rights and others, the legal defense team 
produced documentation that persuaded the court that Little could not receive a fair trial in 
Beaufort County and it won a venue change to Raleigh. The five-week trial began in July 1975. 
During the trial, the defense called several Black women to the stand to testify about their own 
experiences of sexual harassment by white male staff at the Beaufort County jail, demonstrating 
a chronic pattern of abuse. The jury, made up of both Black and white jurors, deliberated for only 
78 minutes before acquitting Little. 

While State v. Joan Little is noted for being the first time a woman was acquitted of murder on 
the grounds of self-defense against sexual violence, its wider impact and legacy was its powerful 
reflection of the interconnections of racism, sexism, and economic inequality. As scholar, activist, 
and former political prisoner Angela Y. Davis wrote in Ms. magazine in June 1975, “Those 
of us—women and men—who are Black or people of color must understand the connection 
between racism and sexism that is so strikingly manifested in her case. Those of us who are 
White and women must grasp the issue of male supremacy in relationship to the racism and 
class bias which complicate and exacerbate it.” 

joan little
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By William C. Anderson

Chrishaun “CeCe” McDonald is a trans woman whose bravery in the face of injustice has changed 
lives and perceptions in the United States. On the night of June 5, 2011, CeCe was out with friends 
when she was attacked. Three people began harassing her and her friends outside a bar by deriding 
them with racist and transphobic slurs, before attacking them physically. 

CeCe fought for her life; when the dust settled one of her attackers lay dead. CeCe survived the 
attack, but was arrested by the police. After receiving 11 stitches to her cheek, she was interrogated 
without counsel and placed in solitary confinement. CeCe was charged with second-degree murder 
for defending herself. Rather than face trial by a jury that would not likely sympathize with her, she 
accepted a plea deal to the lesser charge of second-degree manslaughter. 

Although she’s a woman, CeCe was sentenced to 41 months in a men’s prison facility. Despite this 
blatant act of degradation and inhumanity, CeCe insisted that her supporters not fight for a transfer 
to a women’s institution. She was released after serving 19 months in prison and explained why she 
gave this instruction to her supporters: “Prisons aren’t safe for anyone, and that’s the key issue.”  In 
a February 19, 2014 interview on Democracy Now, CeCe elaborated on her rationale for declining to 
fight to be placed in a women’s prison:

“Yeah, and my reasoning behind that was because after I did some educating myself on the prison-
industrial complex and the history behind African-Americans in incarceration, I felt like sending me 
to any prison wouldn’t solve my issue. Men’s prisons, women’s prisons, they’re prisons, and they’re 
not good. And I felt like instead of focusing all of the energy of I and the Support CeCe Committee 
and the people involved, I told them that we can use that energy to make sure that I’m not being 
discriminated against and to make sure that I was safe wherever I went. And so, by me doing that, 
people thought I was kind of crazy, because it was like, “Well, you know, you deserve to be in a 
women’s prison.” But me, personally, I felt like it wouldn’t solve any problems. It wouldn’t change the 
fact that now I’m a felon. It wouldn’t change the fact that I have to be under these harsh and cruel 
policies by the DOC that everyone has to deal with who is in prison. And so, I just kind of stepped 
back from trying to figure out whether I wanted to be in a men’s or women’s prison, because it 
wouldn’t help. It wouldn’t make me happy. It wouldn’t take away that pain that I was dealing with. So I 
just kind of just let that go and focused my energy on other things.” 

CeCe’s survival is an inspiration for people around the world. Her case highlights the discrimination, 
bigotry, and violence hurled against trans people every day in our country—coupled with racism. 

Now that CeCe is free, she has been speaking out, telling her story, and continuing to fight for her 
community. She is an exemplary model of perseverance and survival in the face of oppression. As 
CeCe reminds us, “We need to celebrate our lives. We need to celebrate being human.” 

cece mcdonald
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By Lewis Wallace

Four Black lesbians, known as the New Jersey 4 or NJ4, were targeted with a homophobic attack in 
New York City and then charged with crimes for fighting back. While the mainstream media largely 
ignored their case, activists across the country rallied around their case as part of a movement 
against the criminalization of queerness and Blackness.

In 2006, a group of seven young Black lesbians, friends from New Jersey, went to New York City 
for a night out. While walking through the West Village, they were harassed, spit on, and attacked 
by a man named Dwayne Buckle. Buckle yelled homophobic slurs and followed the women, and 
when they fought back, someone called the police. All seven were arrested for second-degree gang 
assault. Three of them took guilty pleas, but the other four, Venice Brown (age 19), Terrain Dandridge 
(20), Patreese Johnson (20), and Renata Hill (24) were convicted; their sentences ranged from 3.5 to 
11 years in June 2007. Their case was tried by an all-white, all-female jury.

Every one of the seven women from Newark, NJ had known Sakia Gunn, a Black butch lesbian who 
was murdered by a homophobic attacker in 2003 in Newark. 

“You can’t help but wonder that if Sakia Gunn had a weapon, would she be in jail right now?” said 
Bran Fenner of FIERCE, a New York City organization led by queer youth of color, speaking to 
Workers World. FIERCE stepped up a campaign to support the NJ4 that continued until the last of 
them, Patreese Johnson, was released from prison in 2013.

“The mere fact that any victim of a bigoted attack would be arrested, jailed and then convicted for 
self-defense is an outrage,” wrote activist Imani Henry in Workers World in 2007. “But the length of 
prison time given further demonstrates the highly political nature of this case and just how racist, 
misogynistic, anti-gay, anti-youth and anti-worker the so-called U.S. justice system truly is.”

Henry and FIERCE also pointed out the context: “Why were these young women used as an 
example? At stake are the billions of dollars in tourism and real estate development involved in the 
continued gentrification of the West Village,” said Henry. FIERCE had been involved in a many-
years-long struggle against gentrification in the part of New York where the Stonewall Rebellion 
took place in 1969, which had become a refuge for homeless queer youth and youth of color. Since 
the 1990s, the West Village has been “revitalized” at the expense of LGBTQ youth, who have been 
priced out and actively targeted by police and wealthy residents. 

Support and fundraising for the NJ4 came from as far away as California and Chicago, but it did not 
create the necessary widespread outrage about criminalizing these women’s acts of self-defense. 
The criminal convictions and time spent in prison away from their families will be with Venice Brown, 
Terrain Dandridge, Patreese Johnson, and Renata Hill for the rest of their lives.

NJ4
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By Mariame Kaba

In April 1978, Cassandra Peten, a young mother and shipyard worker in San Francisco, left her 
abusive husband after nearly three years of marriage. During that time, she had been emotionally 
and physically assaulted. Peten had escaped her husband twice before; she left the third time, after 
he threatened to kill her.

She left her young son in her mother’s care and fled the state in search of employment. Peten had 
been working up to 70 hours a week while also studying to become a court reporter before being 
forced to flee.

On May 2, she returned to San Francisco to sign a $1,500 income tax refund check, agreeing to split 
the money with her husband. At the bank, her husband only gave her $95 instead of the $750 that 
she was expecting. They argued, her husband raised his fist intending to hit her and she shot him, 
slightly wounding him in the leg.

Peten was charged with assault with intent to commit murder, assault with intent to do great bodily 
harm, and illegal use of a firearm. A Cassandra Peten Defense Committee was established to 
support her, and it estimated legal costs “of as much as $10,000.” Demonstrations and fundraisers 
were organized in Peten’s support, led by organizations like the National Association of Black 
Feminists (NABF). One of the slogans was “Clear Cassandra Peten! Defend The Right of Women to 
Protect Themselves from Physical Abuse.” A flyer advertising a benefit dinner for Peten explained her 
plight:

“Cassandra Peten, trying to make her marriage work, took her husband’s mental and physical abuse. 
Then, in just one incident, human instinct made her stand up for herself. Cassandra is now charged 
with attempted murder and a number of other charges, all in connection with that one incident, in 
which she shot and injured her husband. For her normal human response to an intolerable situation, 
Cassandra is now facing seven to ten years in prison.”

In 1979, she was convicted of assault with a deadly weapon. The judge suggested that Peten was 
a danger to herself and the community. He revoked her bail, and sent her to the California Institute 
for Women for a 60-to-90-day “observation” period pending sentencing. She faced up to 10 years in 
prison.

Surprisingly, after her ”observation” period, the judge sentenced Peten to the time that she had 
served and released her on parole. This was considered a major victory for Cassandra, her Defense 
Committee, and battered women. An entry in the radical feminist publication “No More Cages” put 
it this way: “Cassandra’s victory should be celebrated. But the other thousands of women who are 
victimized by their husbands must not be forgotten. Total victory will come only when no woman has 
to live in fear of physical and emotional brutality.” 

cassandra peten
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By Mariame Kaba

Bernadette Powell fell in love with and married Herman Smith. For six years, he terrorized and 
assaulted her. Smith tied her up, threw her down stairs, and burned her with cigarettes. 

On July 9, 1978, Bernadette Powell shot and killed her estranged husband. She was 27 years old.
Powell claimed that she accidentally shot her ex-husband when she tried to retrieve a gun from the 
waist of his pants as he slept and it went off. 

Powell’s defense team argued that she acted in self-defense after being kidnapped by her ex-
husband at gunpoint and brought to a motel. Her attorneys argued that Smith forced Powell and her 
seven-year-old son to accompany him in a car by threatening to kill her if she refused.

Powell was convicted of second degree murder by an all-white jury for the death of her husband. 
She received a sentence of 15 years to life. 

The district attorney who prosecuted Powell’s case, Joseph Joch, was divorced by his wife one 
month before her trial. Marie DeJong-Joch charged her husband with cruel and inhumane treatment 
including physical abuse. During the trial, Joch was accused by Powell’s attorneys and many 
spectators of asking questions implying that she was masochistic and enjoyed her husband’s 
violence.

Based on these and other facts, Bernadette Powell’s attorneys asked for a retrial. Their appeal was 
supported by several organizations that believed she didn’t receive a fair trial, including the Center 
for Constitutional Rights, National Council of Negro Women, National Lawyers Guild, the National 
Organization for Women of NY State, and more. 

She was denied a new trial. In dismissing the appeal, Judge Bruce G. Dean said that “at most, the 
use of the ‘alleged female myth’ that women enjoy beatings was a ‘harmless error’ (Off Our Backs, 
5/80).” He also found that “[t]he district attorney’s personal life did not affect his performance as an 
officer of the court.”

A letter published by the Bernadette Powell Defense Fund, Inc. reflected the opinion of many of her 
supporters:

“All women have the right to defend themselves against physical abuse and this is exactly what 
Bernadette succeeded in doing. There is the potential in this case to expose the myths about 
battered women that are believed by prosecutors, the entire justice system and the society at large.”

bernadette powell
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By Sam Hsieh

On July 28, 1979, Juanita Thomas killed Willie Hammond as she escaped his physical and sexual 
attacks.  “All I wanted to do was get out of the house, not kill him. I got to the bedroom door. 
Somehow he was still holding me; I remember hitting him again.  I ran down the stairs and out of the 
door. It was storming bad. I was thinking he was still after me. I ran someplace, knocked on some 
door then I fell…only had on panties and bra” (Lyon 20-21). After an inadequate and biased trial, 
Thomas was convicted of first-degree murder and sentenced to life in prison without parole. She 
spent 18.5 years in prison until she was released from Michigan’s Coldwater prison after working 
with law professor Andrea Lyon and her students.  

The night that Thomas escaped Hammond, Lansing Police officers found Hammond’s body and 
blood trails in Juanita’s bedroom, and Juanita outside on the grass in only her bra and underwear, 
speaking incoherently and repeating that she “didn’t mean to do it, but had to” (Lyon 22). Prior to that 
night, Juanita Thomas had endured several years of abuse, including beating, verbal abuse, physical 
and verbal threats against her life, threats of sexual violence against her children, and economic 
coercion. The night of July 28, 1979, Juanita and Hammond had come back from a party.  On her 
bed, Juanita refused to perform oral sex on Hammond. According to Thomas, “He said you will do it.  
He hit me and was bringing his cock up near my mouth.  I was laying on my back. He reached on the 
dresser which was near the bed.  There was a letter opener on it.  He got it and I reached under the 
bed, got the butcher knife out* and just started to hit him again and again” (Lyon 20).   

As Thomas recognized, “I don’t think no one in the system cared what happen to me being 
(abused).  It was Black on Black and we wasn’t married…I did not get a fair trial…I had an all-
white jury. That’s not a jury of my peers. I never had a chance” (Lyon 28, 29). Additionally, in the 
trial process, the prosecution had destroyed evidence: the day of jury selection, the lead detective 
had ordered the destruction of the bloody screen above Juanita’s bed, evidence that would have 
corroborated Juanita’s self-defense story. After re-investigating Thomas’s case, Lyon and her team 
filed a state post-conviction petition. After negotiations, the prosecution agreed to let the judge grant 
the defense’s petition and “a new trial in return for a plea to second-degree murder and a sentence 
of thirty to fifty years, with credit for all of the time [Thomas] had already served” (Lyon 48), which 
meant that Juanita would be eligible for parole. On October 17, 1998, Juanita Thomas stepped out of 
prison—a Saturday, the “Sweetest day” (Lyon 50).  

Works Cited
• Lyon, Andrea D., Emily Hughes and Juanita Thomas. “The People v. Juanita Thomas: A Battered 

Woman’s Journey to Freedom.” Women and Criminal Justice. Vol. 13, No. 1 2001. http://www.
law.depaul.edu/centers_institutes/cjcc/pdf/juanita_thomas.pdf.

• Belknap, Joanne. The Invisible Woman: Gender, Crime, and Justice. Fourth Ed. Stamford, CT: 
Cengage Learning, 2014.  

juanita thomas
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By Andy Smith

Yvonne Wanrow, a Colville Indian woman, was convicted of second-degree murder and second-
degree assault in 1973 for killing a man who attempted to sexually assault her son.  
Wanrow’s son was playing with the daughter of her babysitter Shirley Hooper when William Wesler, 
a white man, lured them into his house, locked the door, and attempted to molest them. Wesler 
had allegedly previously assaulted Hooper’s daughter. Hooper called the police, but the police 
said they could not arrest him until the following Monday when they filed a formal complaint. The 
police advised Hooper that she should “conk Wesler on the head” if he attempted to break into her 
residence.

In response, Wanrow, Wanrow’s children, Wanrow’s sister and brother-in-law, and their children 
brought a gun with them and stayed with Hooper’s family for protection. Unbeknownst to Wanrow 
and Hooper, her brother-in-law went to Wesler’s home and told him to come over to settle their 
differences.   When Hooper saw Wesler attempting to enter the premises, Hooper yelled at Wesler to 
leave.  Wanrow’s nephew woke up and Wesler remarked that he was a cute boy and accosted him. 
In response, Wanrow shot and killed Wesler.  

Wanrow’s public defenders refused to support a legal defense, so she pled guilty. When she got a 
new lawyer, she changed her plea. One of the reasons offered by the prosecution as to why Wanrow 
should be convicted was that she was not sufficiently hysterical when she called the police. They 
said that her voice on the police tape was too calm for a woman who had shot someone in self-
defense.

After she was convicted, the Washington State Supreme Court reversed the conviction and ordered 
a retrial based on a number of grounds. One was that the tape of the phone calls to the police to 
report the shooting was improperly used in the trial.

After the case was remanded, the prosecution offered a plea bargain: if Wanrow pled guilty to 
manslaughter and second-degree assault, she could avoid prison. She would receive a five-year 
suspended sentence. She accepted this bargain in order to end her seven-year litigation ordeal. 
Many feminist and Native organizations actively organized for Wanrow’s freedom.  

Since then, Wanrow has been very active in the movement for Indigenous sovereignty. She also 
organized for the release of another Native woman who was incarcerated after defending herself 
from a police attack, Norma Jean Crow. 

yvonne wanrow
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By Victoria Law

On June 16, 1975, Dessie X. Woods and Cheryl Todd, two Black women, were hitchhiking in 
Georgia. They were picked up by Ronnie Horne, a white salesman. When Horne attempted to rape 
them, Woods killed Horne with his own gun. The pair then took the money from his wallet and fled. 
They were later arrested.

During the trial, the judge ordered a “gag rule” which prevented the defendants or the lawyers 
from speaking to the press. He also prohibited demonstrations and literature distribution near the 
courthouse. On the opening day of the trial, however, defense attorneys challenged the gag rule, 
forcing O’Connor to amend his order to allow demonstrators outside the courthouse. Over 50 people 
picketed, including many from the local Black community. 

Woods was convicted of voluntary manslaughter in 1976 and, because she and Todd had taken 
Horne’s wallet, armed robbery. She was sentenced to 22 years in prison. Todd was convicted of 
being an accomplice in the theft and received a five-year sentence.

Framing the case as an issue of colonial violence, Black nationalist women formed the National 
Committee to Defend Dessie Woods (NCDDW) and the Dessie Woods Defense Committee. Many 
African-American activist and nationalist women saw themselves in Dessie Woods. 
Radical women’s publications such as Off Our Backs and Aegis: Magazine on Organizing to Stop 
Violence Against Women monitored Woods’s case and urged readers to join her support movement. 
Woods remained a cause celebre while imprisoned. In 1978, Sweet Honey in the Rock, a women’s 
a cappella group, held a concert to both remind the public about and raise funds for Woods’s 
campaign. Damesha Blackearth, chairwoman of the NCDDW, toured Europe, speaking about 
Woods’s case and the systematic human rights violations of Black people in the United States. 
Blackearth’s tour garnered increased international attention:  every July 4 until her release, protests 
demanding Woods’s freedom were held throughout the United States and Europe with “thousands of 
people marching, holding aloft drawings of Dessie.”  

Despite continued public pressure, Woods was denied parole several times, transferred to the 
Georgia State Mental Hospital and was at least once physically assaulted by the prison’s warden. 
But, prolonged public support eventually won her freedom: after a lawyer from the People’s Law 
Center filed a writ of habeas corpus challenging the use of circumstantial evidence and the use of a 
special prosecutor (hired by the dead man’s family), the U.S. Court of Appeals determined there had 
been insufficient evidence to convict and imprison her. Woods was released in July 1981.

After her release, she moved to Oakland where, as Rashida Muhammad Mustafa, she became a 
beloved community figure and leader. She died at age 61 in 2006.

dessie woods
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1. What does the term “criminalized survivor” mean to you?
2. How are women of color survivors characterized by legal systems and media? How do race, 

gender, and class determine someone’s ability to claim the right to self-defense in court?
3. What are examples of recent high profile cases where people are granted a self to defend or 

not by law enforcement, the media, and the courts?
4. How do we conceive of “self-defense”? Is there a way to think of “self-defense” more 

expansively to include more than just fighting back in the moment? What about the survivors 
who don’t “fight back” and are still criminalized for surviving? (ex: Failure to Protect, etc.)

5. How are transgender women of color in particular denied the right to self-defense and 
criminalized? 

6. What is the relationship between poverty and the ability to escape abuse and also 
criminalization? Please give examples from the text.

7. How do you understand the relationship between jury trials as supposedly “of one’s peers” 
and the high rate of conviction of women of color survivors? 

8. How are mainstream anti-domestic violence and sexual assault movements and advocacy 
efforts dependent on the criminal legal system?

9. How are criminalized survivors impacted by mandatory minimum and other forms of extreme 
sentencing?

10. How did survivors in No Selves To Defend advocate for themselves? What were the results?
11. Abuse and rape survivors are often instructed to call hotlines, shelters, or police for help. 

Which of those resources are available to criminalized survivors? Who (in your local 
community) would you want to call for support?

12. What forms of violence must be addressed by movements for racial and gender justice to 
support criminalized survivors? How are they being addressed in the work that you do?

13. When survivors of violence and the legal system are discussed together, it is often from 
the perspective of needing to prosecute perpetrators of domestic and sexual violence more 
rigorously (e.g., advocacy for harsher sentencing, mandatory minimums for rape, mandatory 
arrest laws, better procedures for testing rape kits). How does this framing impact advocacy 
for criminalized survivors?

14. How can we learn from Cece McDonald’s statement that “prisons aren’t safe for anyone, and 
that’s the key issue”?

15. Based on the stories of survivors highlighted in this text, how do you understand the 
relationship between individual freedom campaigns and a larger movement to de-criminalize 
survival? What kind of movement strategies and tactics do you see organizers using across 
these cases?

16. What solutions can we envision that might thrive outside of the racist criminal legal system?”
17. No Selves To Defend is a call to action. How will you respond to this call?

discussion questions
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This toolkit was developed by Jane Hereth 
and Chez Rumpf as part of the Shifting 
From Carceral to Transformative Justice 
Feminisms Conference that took place at 
DePaul University on March 8, 2014. At this 
conference, we presented about a reading 
group we organized during the fall of 2013 
that explored how to develop community 
accountability strategies to respond to, and 
ideally to prevent, sexual violence. We also 
briefly discussed an introductory workshop 
curriculum we developed on this topic. We 
have facilitated the workshop at the National 
Sexual Assault Conference (August 2012) 
and as part of Rape Victim Advocates’ 56-
hour sexual assault training for volunteers.

In this toolkit, we provide:
• An overview of the Community 

Accountability for Survivors of Sexual 
Violence reading group, including 
background information and lessons 
learned

• Reading group curriculum
• Community Accountability for Survivors of 

Sexual Violence Introductory Workshop 
curriculum

We hope this toolkit will be a helpful resource 
for people to use in their already existing 
groups, organizations, and communities 
to start conversations about how to build 
community accountability strategies to 
respond to sexual violence.

about
The Community Accountability for Survivors 
of Sexual Violence Reading Group met 
in Chicago from September 7 through 
December 7, 2013. The group was a seven-
week political education and consciousness-
raising reading group for people who 
were dedicated to learning how to bridge 
restorative/transformative justice, community 
accountability strategies, and anti-sexual 
violence work.

Background
In our work with the Chicago Prison Industrial 
Complex Teaching Collective1 and in learning 
about prison abolition, it often seems 
that murder and rape come up as major 
roadblocks to imagining a world without 
prisons. People generally are on board with 
the idea that the criminal legal system is 
racist, perpetuates all types of inequalities, 
and is a system of injustice. But we often 
encounter resistance, or at least great 
hesitation and confusion, to thinking about 
how to respond to murder and rape without 
relying on the police and prisons.

Our backgrounds in sexual assault and 
domestic violence made this tension 
particularly compelling. As Beth Richie so 
skillfully documents in Arrested Justice: 
Black Women, Violence, and America’s 
Prison Nation, the mainstream feminist 
anti-violence movement has focused on 
collaborating with the criminal legal system 
as a “solution” to gender-based violence. 
The heavy investment in this system has 
left many women, particularly African-
American women living in disadvantaged 
1 You can learn more about the Collective’s work here: 
http://chicagopiccollective.wordpress.com.

overview
section 1: overview

http://chicagopiccollective.wordpress.com
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Through our work with the PIC Teaching 
Collective, we started to focus on how to 
bridge prison abolition and anti-violence 
organizing and studied the important work of 
groups like INCITE! Women of Color Against 
Violence, Creative Interventions, Philly 
Stands Up, and Philly’s Pissed!

In August 2012, we facilitated a workshop at 
the National Sexual Assault Conference titled 
“Reclaiming Justice: Promoting Alternatives 
to the Prison Industrial Complex for 
Survivors of Sexual Assault.” The workshop 
was well-attended, and we received an 
overwhelmingly positive response. Both 
attendees and non-attendees approached 
us following the workshop to see what was 
next. It was clear to us that folks in Chicago 
were very interested in having a space to talk 
about community accountability and to move 
beyond talk to action.

Vision
To figure out “what next,” we met with 
Mariame Kaba, founder and director of 
Project NIA. Through our conversation, we 
decided to develop and put out an open call 
for a reading group, with the idea that the 
reading group would develop into some type 
of anti-violence community accountability 
hub or collective that could respond to 
requests for restorative/transformative justice 
practices to address sexual violence. This 
plan was based on the model of how the 
Chicago PIC Teaching Collective formed in 
2010. We intended for the process of the 
reading group to help all members develop 
and expand our collective analysis and skills, 
as well as provide an opportunity to build 
trust and community among the members 

as we began the work of creating the hub or 
collective.

Developing the Curriculum
We developed a curriculum for the group. 
Our goals with the curriculum were:
• Reach consensus on group agreements 

and shared values
• Ensure group members develop a shared 

analysis of gender-based violence, 
specifically sexual violence

• Ensure group members develop a 
shared analysis of restorative justice, 
transformative justice, and community 
accountability principles

• Build in time for group members to get 
to know one another, learn about one 
another’s work, and develop relationships

• Focus on skill-building
• Learn from concrete examples of 

community accountability work, including 
local efforts

• Foster collective ownership of the group 
through rotating facilitation responsibilities

We shared a draft of the curriculum 
and solicited guidance from people we 
deeply respect and who are experienced 
in transformative justice, community 
accountability, and gender-based violence 
work: Mariame Kaba, Erica Meiners, Lewis 
Wallace, Ann Russo, and Sharmili Majmudar.

Call for Participants
While developing the curriculum, we put 
out an open call for applications that was 
circulated via social media. We received 38 
applications and completed phone interviews 
with each applicant to assess their fit for the 
group, communicate the goals and vision 
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Call for Participants
While developing the curriculum, we put 
out an open call for applications that was 
circulated via social media2. We received 38 
applications and completed phone interviews 
with each applicant to assess their fit for the 
group, communicate the goals and vision 
for the reading group as clearly as possible, 
and answer applicants’ questions. We 
ultimately invited all applicants to join the 
reading group. The group began with about 
28 participants and ended with about 15. The 
group met 7 times between September and 
December 2013 on Saturdays from 1-5 p.m. 
RVA very generously allowed us to use their 
downtown office as a meeting space at no 
charge.

Lessons Learned
Collectively, the group learned a number 
of valuable lessons that we share here for 
consideration as you plan your own groups 
and conversations. How the group evolved 
differed significantly from our early vision.

• Be intentional about who you invite to 
the space. The group got off to a rocky 
start because we largely were a group 
of strangers coming together. We spent 
a lot of time during the first few groups 
understanding who was in the room and 
why. Our hope was to build community 
through the reading group, by doing the 
readings and discussing them together. 
In hindsight, we probably started a bit 
backwards. It might have been more 
effective to start with a group that already 
was a community in some respect.

2 To see the initial call for the reading group, please visit 
http://chicagopiccollective.com/upcoming-events-2/commu-
nity-accountability-reading-group/

• Think carefully about who is represented 
in the space. The vast majority of group 
members were white, which raised 
concerns about who was not represented 
in the group and why. We realized that 
our conversations and analysis would 
be incomplete and easily could replicate 
white privilege. Additionally, we realized 
that the reading group format was 
influenced by our white privilege and 
class privilege. The format, itself, was 
exclusionary, in the sense that certain 
people have the ability to commit to an 
ongoing reading group on Saturdays that 
meets for four hours at a time. The lack 
of diversity in the group raised immediate 
concerns about with what communities 
a largely white collective of folks could 
work.

• Foster a shared, collective leadership 
structure; it is extremely valuable. We 
rotated responsibility for facilitating 
opening and closing activities, as well 
as discussion and/or activities to cover 
the assigned readings, for each group. 
This approach created opportunities for 
every group member to contribute to the 
group. We also encouraged people who 
were less experienced with facilitation 
to pair up with people who were more 
experienced with facilitation, which 
created opportunities for group members 
to develop skills through working with 
other members on these tasks and to get 
to know one another.
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• Recognize and promote the importance of building communities everyday. After the first reading 
group, we let go of the goal of building an anti-violence community accountability hub or collective. 
We shifted our focus to practicing transformative principles in our daily lives and strengthening our 
existing relationships. Building Communities, Ending Violence at DePaul is a leading model of how 
to do this relationship and community-building work, and we greatly benefited from Ann Russo and 
Laurie Fuller facilitating a strategy session with the reading group.

New Visions
As noted above, we realized early on that it would have been inappropriate for the reading group to 
develop into a collective that would respond to requests for restorative/transformative justice practices 
to address sexual violence. When we let go of this vision, we were able to recognize what else this 
group could offer.

One of the successes of the reading group is the relationships that have formed. We all know people 
to whom we can turn for guidance and support when we are doing this work. Group members are 
working toward community accountability and transformative justice in their everyday lives and with 
the groups and communities of which they already are a part. One group member has developed 
a version of this reading group for queer and trans people of color. Through all of these efforts, we 
view this reading group as an important experience that is helping to build a community of people 
throughout Chicago who can collaborate and support one another to further this work.
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Topic: Introductions and Foundation

Objective: To set a foundation for the reading group and begin building relationships 
among group members through thorough introductions and developing agreed upon 
values for the group

Readings:
• “Introduction” by Ching-In Chen, Jai Dulani, and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-

Samarasinha in The Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting Intimate Violence 
within Activist Communities (2011), p. xix-xxxvi (18 pages)

• “The Color of Violence: Introduction” by Andrea Smith, Beth Richie, Julia Sudbury, 
and Janelle White (with the assistance of INCITE! Women of Color Against 
Violence collective members) in Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology (2006), 
p. 1-10 (10 pages)

• “Philly Stands Up: Points of Unity,” p. 2-3, and “Grounding our Work” by Em 
Squires, p. 5-6, in Philly Stands Up zine: “A Stand Up Start-Up: Confronting Sexual 
Assault with Transformative Justice” (http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-
content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf) (4 pages)

• Creative Interventions Toolkit, “Some Basics Everyone Should Know”, section 2.1 
p. 2-1--2-40 http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/ (40 pages)

**NOTE: This reading (#4 from the Creative Interventions Toolkit) likely will be review 
for folks who have experience working with survivors of sexual violence. This reading 
is especially recommended for folks who do not have this background.

Topic: Anti-violence Work and the Prison Industrial Complex

Objective: To develop common language for our work; in particular to develop clear 
definitions of sexual assault, rape culture, the PIC, restorative justice, transformative 
justice, and community accountability; to develop an intersectional analysis of gender-
based violence that goes beyond an interpersonal level and recognizes it as part of 
a continuum of violence that ranges from intimate relationships/households to state 
violence and intersects with multiple systems of oppression 

Week One: September 7

Week two: September 21

section 2: Reading Group Curriculum

http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/ 
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Readings:
• “Section II. Forms of Violence” in Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology (2006), 

Ch. 8-21, p. 81-188 (107 pages)
• “Ch. 1 Rethinking Antiviolence Strategies: Lessons from the Black Women’s 

Movement in Britain” by Julia Sudbury in Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology 
(2006), p. 13-24 (12 pages)

• “To Stop Gender Violence, Start Changing the Tune” by Andrea Smith in 
On the Issues Magazine, Fall 2009 (http://www.ontheissuesmagazine.
com/2009fall/2009fall_smith.php) (3 pages)

• “The Violence Matrix” Handout excerpted from Arrested Justice: Black Women, 
Violence, and America’s Prison Nation by Beth E. Richie (2012) (1 page)

• “Language” (p. 4) in Philly Stands Up zine: “A Stand Up Start-Up: Confronting 
Sexual Assault with Transformative Justice” (http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/
wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf) (1 page)

• “Section One: Why is Transformative Justice Necessary for Liberation?” in Toward 
Transformative Justice by Generation FIVE, sections 1.1-1.3 (p. 5-12) http://www.
generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_
Justice-Document.pdf (7 pages)

• “Chicago Restorative and Transformative Justice in Action” video http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=DgUc7knOtBc (13 minutes)

• “Organizing for Community Accountability” by INCITE! http://www.incite-national.
org/media/docs/6685_toolkitrev-cmtyacc.pdf  (2 pages)

• Creative Interventions Toolkit, “Introduction and FAQ” sections 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3, p. 
1-1--1-10 http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/ (10 pages)

Week three: October 5
Topic: Transforming Anti-violence Work

Objective: To begin to bridge transformative justice and anti-violence work; to start to 
explore the possibilities and challenges that arise when doing this work; to name our 
hesitations and fears about this work

Readings:
• “Section I. Reconceptualizing Antiviolence Strategies” in Color of Violence: The 

INCITE! Anthology (2006), Ch. 2-7, p. 25-78 (53 pages)
• P. 17-18 from “Feminist Engagement with Restorative Justice” by Kathleen Daly 

and Julie Stubbs (2006) in Theoretical Criminology vol. 10, no. 1 (Provides list of 
potential problems with and benefits of using RJ for partner, sexual, and family 
violence) (2 pages)

http://www.ontheissuesmagazine.com/2009fall/2009fall_smith.php
http://www.ontheissuesmagazine.com/2009fall/2009fall_smith.php
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgUc7knOtBc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgUc7knOtBc
http://www.incite-national.org/media/docs/6685_toolkitrev-cmtyacc.pdf
http://www.incite-national.org/media/docs/6685_toolkitrev-cmtyacc.pdf
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/
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• Ch. 9 “Alternative Interventions to Intimate Violence: Defining Political and 
Pragmatic Challenges” by Mimi Kim, p. 193-217, in Restorative Justice and 
Violence Against Women, edited by James Ptacek (2010) (24 pages)

• Ch. 12 “Beyond Restorative Justice: Radical Organizing Against Violence” by 
Andrea Smith, p. 255-278 in Restorative Justice and Violence Against Women, 
edited by James Ptacek (2010) (23 pages)

• “Philly Stands Up: Our Approach Our Analysis,” p. 7-8, by Esteban Kelly and 
“Philly’s Pissed: Shifting the Balance of Power in Our Communities,” p. 9-11 by 
Timothy Colman in Philly Stands Up zine: “A Stand Up Start-Up: Confronting 
Sexual Assault with Transformative Justice” (http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/
wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf) (5 pages)

• “Community Responds to Domestic Violence” from the Storytelling and 
Organizing Project (STOP), audio about 11 minutes and/or transcript  (http://www.
stopviolenceeveryday.org/stories/) (3 pages)

Week four: October 19
Topic: Doing the Work: Building Community Accountability

Objective: To continue to explore the possibilities and challenges of using community 
accountability strategies to address sexual violence; to explore what can go wrong and 
how to prepare for and respond to these challenges; to study and learn from folks who 
are doing this work

Readings:
• “Story Told By the One Who Caused Harm – Marti’s Story” from the Storytelling 

and Organizing Project (STOP), audio about 11 minutes and/or transcript  (http://
www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/stories/) (3 pages)

• “Confronting Sexual Assault: Transformative Justice on the Ground in Philadelphia” 
by Bench Ansfield and Timothy Colman in Tikkun, Volume 27, Number 1, Winter 
2012, p. 41-44 (4 pages)

• “Pursuing a Radical Antiviolence Agenda Inside/Outside a Non-profit Structure” by 
Alisa Bierria in The Revolution Will Not Be Funded (2009), p. 150-163 (14 pages)

• “Section III. Building Movement” in Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology 
(2006), Ch. 22-30, p. 191-269 (78 pages)

• Creative Interventions Toolkit, “FAQ about the Toolkit”, section 1.8, p. 1-31--1-43 
(12 pages) http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/ 

http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/a-stand-up-start-up.pdf
http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/stories
http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/stories
http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/stories
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/  
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Week five: November 2
Topic: Doing the Work: Building Community Accountability (continued)

Mariame Kaba, founder and director of Project NIA, will join the group for an hour to 
share her experiences facilitating community accountability processes.

Objective: To continue to study and learn from folks who are doing the work; to start 
developing our own points of unity and ideas about structure

Readings:
• “Beautiful, Difficult, Powerful: Ending Sexual Assault Through Transformative 

Justice” by The Chrysalis Collective in The Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting 
Intimate Violence within Activist Communities (2011), p. 189-205 (16 pages)

• “What Does It Feel Like When Change Finally Comes? Male Supremacy, 
Accountability & Transformative Justice” by Gaurav Jashnani, RJ Maccani & Alan 
Greig, The Challenging Male Supremacy Project (CMS) in The Revolution Starts at 
Home: Confronting Intimate Violence within Activist Communities (2011), p. 216-
234 (18 pages)

• Philly Stands Up’s “Accountability Road Map” (2 pages)
• Sections 2 and 3 Toward Transformative Justice by Generation FIVE http://www.

generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_
Justice-Document.pdf (25 pages)

• Creative Interventions Toolkit, section 2.3, “Violence Interruption: Some Lessons 
Everyone Should Know”, p, 2-41--2-49 http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/
toolkit/ (8 pages)

Week six: November 16
Topic: Doing the Work: Building Community Accountability (continued)

Objective: To continue to study and learn from folks who are doing the work; to start 
developing our own points of unity and ideas about structure

Readings: 
• “10 Strategies for Cultivating Community Accountability” guest post by Ann Russo 

on the Prison Culture blog: http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/2013/09/16/guest-
post-strategies-for-cultivating-community-accountability-by-ann-russo/.

http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.generationfive.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/G5_Toward_Transformative_Justice-Document.p
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/2013/09/16/guest-post-strategies-for-cultivating-community-accou
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/2013/09/16/guest-post-strategies-for-cultivating-community-accou
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Week seven
Topic: Open, based on group’s decision

Objective: TBD and to determine next steps
 
Readings: TBD
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section 3: Introductory Workshop Curriculum

• Facilitators should feel free to cut, shorten, add, and 
expand pieces based on time allotted for the workshop. 
The times listed throughout this curriculum are for a 
workshop that lasts approximately 90 minutes.

agenda note

• Introductions
     (10 mins) 

• Criminal 
Legal System 
Brainstorm (20 
min)

• PIC Mind Map 
(20 mins)

• Defining 
Transformative 
& Restorative 
Justice (10 mins)

• Exploring 
Alternatives (30 
mins) 

• Closing (5 mins)

• Flip chart paper
• Markers
• Definition of PIC written on flip chart paper
• Computer, projector, and speakers
• Audio and video clips for part V
• Handout: INCITE! and Critical Resistance Statement 

(http://incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/
resource_docs/5848_incite-cr-statement.pdf)

• Handout: CARA Making Connections handout (http://
www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/
resource_docs/9261_anti-prisonbrochure.pdf)

• Handout: Definitions (Appendix A)
• Handout: INCITE! Community Accountability Fact 

Sheet (Appendix B)
• Handout: Transcript of Maria’s story (or any story 

selected from StoryTelling & Organizing Project)
• Handout: Resources (Appendix C)

materials

INCITE! and Critical Resistance Statement (http://incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_fil
INCITE! and Critical Resistance Statement (http://incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_fil
INCITE! and Critical Resistance Statement (http://incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_fil
http://www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/9261_anti-prisonbrochu
http://www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/9261_anti-prisonbrochu
http://www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/9261_anti-prisonbrochu
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Introductions
Ask participants to share their names, preferred pronouns & any accessibility needs, 
and why they came to this workshop.

Facilitator intros: want to open up options for survivors with the understanding 
that the criminal legal system doesn’t work for everyone; we’re not here as experts; 
we’re not here to try to tell people what to do; this isn’t something that we thought up 
ourselves – we’re building on the tradition and work of many people, including groups 
like INCITE! and others that we’ll provide information on, that have been thinking 
through issues of interpersonal and structural violence and how such violence impacts 
communities of color for many years. Reminder about wanting to keep the workshop a 
dialogue, and our style/approach is rooted in popular education rather than lecture

Set ground rules
• Ask participants to brainstorm any ground rules they’d like to follow in our time 

together. Start with these as examples:
• If you’re talking a lot, step back. If you’re not participating very much, step up
• Debate the idea, not the person
• Use “I” statements
• Check your assumptions about other people
• Ask for a literacy moment if you need an explanation of a phrase, word or concept
• Try on new ideas
• Be respectful of time
• Conclude by letting people know that these are just guidelines and ideals to strive 

to, and that you trust people to do their best to just generally be respectful and try 
on new ideas.

10 mins

Criminal Legal System Brainstorm
• Ask participants to think about what works and what doesn’t work about the 

criminal legal system for survivors of sexual assault and intimate partner violence 
(can clarify by explaining that we are thinking about the ways in which the criminal 
legal system serves survivors and the ways in which it fails survivors).

• Write responses on prepared pages. Make sure to include structural analysis in 
why it’s not working (if people say “survivors feel unsafe calling the cops” ask 
why—is it racism? Sexism? Etc.) Look at how it’s working and ask “who is it 
working for?”

20 mins
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• Explain that now we want to step back and take a look more broadly at the criminal 
legal system, and specifically prisons, because if it’s failing survivors in some of 
these key ways, then what is it really doing?

• Reference INCITE!/Critical Resistance statement and CARA Making Connections 
handouts (available online, see “materials needed” list above)

PIC Mind-map and Definition
• Explain that the group is going to create a mind-map to get a sense of how we 

understand prisons. The group will build off the map throughout the workshop 
and participants will learn from each other’s knowledge. For a visual example 
of a mind-map, see The Corrections Documentary Project’s Mind-Map: http://
correctionsproject.com/prisonmaps/pic4.htm

• NOTE: Throughout the exercise, try to go deeper and make historical connections/
explain the historical context. Ask: Why do you feel like those things are 
connected? What do you mean by that word (ex. racism, sexism, capitalism, etc.)? 
Try to push beyond buzzwords.

• Write “Prisons” in a circle in the middle of a big piece of butcher paper
• Ask: Who is affected by prisons (prisoners, families, guards, communities, towns, 

politicians)? Write these around the center, circling each one, and connect them 
with a line to “Prisons” in the center.

• Ask: Who else is affected by prisons, or connected to them in some way? What 
are some of the institutions that are connected to prisons (courts, police, schools, 
government, social services, media, corporations, etc.)? Continue to draw these 
around the center with lines connecting to “Prisons”, and you may also draw lines 
connecting the topics, within or between the layers. For example, politicians—
government, families—prisoners, prisoners—guards.

• Ask: What are some of the larger ideas related to prisons that influence these 
institutions and individuals (fear, violence, racism, war on drugs, etc.)? Continue to 
connect them to “Prisons” and to other topics. 

• Ask: Who benefits from this system?
• Ask: Where do you fit in? Where are you connected to this picture? Write these 

connections in an outer circle. It could be anything from personal connections 
to incarcerated people, to buying prison-made goods. As in the last step, draw 
connections within or between layers.

• Now that the group has created a map, let participants know that the group has 
developed a working definition of the Prison-Industrial Complex. Say: All of these 
structures and people and the connections between them make up the PIC, and 
that is why it is called a “complex.”

20 mins



survived & punished curriculum 120

community accountability 
for survivors of sexual violence

• Read the Critical Resistance definition, first paragraph: Prison Industrial Complex 
(PIC) is a term we use to describe the overlapping interests of government and 
industry that use surveillance, policing, and imprisonment as solutions to economic, 
social, and political problems.

• Say: The Chicago PIC Teaching Collective likes Critical Resistance’s definition of 
the PIC, but the mind-map points to how the prison-industrial complex can mean 
different things to different people. It has lots of different parts—government and 
prisons, but also corporations and people who keep it going. Our understanding of 
it will always be growing and changing, even during this workshop.

• Ask: Does anyone have any questions or thoughts about this definition before we 
move on? Provide time for discussion of the mind-map definition and/or the Critical 
Resistance definition.

• Tie in bigger structural issues on the mind-map related to what isn’t working about 
the criminal legal system.

Defining Transformative and Restorative Justice
• Emphasize that there are lots of models of alternatives to the criminal legal 

system—some are more formal, like restorative justice programs that receive state 
funding, some are more informal. There are a lot of different terms and names 
for these things, and some people are doing this work without even naming it. 
You might have heard of “restorative justice” or “transformative justice,” and also 
“community accountability.” For some folks, the differences between those terms 
indicates different political or ideological frameworks, for others they use them 
interchangeably. We are not really here to dissect who uses which terms and why, 
so we’re just going to use them all interchangeably, but if you want we can continue 
that conversation another time.

• Share “Definitions” handout (Appendix A)
• Share INCITE!’s community accountability fact sheet (from page 291 of The 

Revolution Starts at Home) as an example of the general goals of any alternative 
process (Appendix B)

10 mins
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Defining Transformative and Restorative Justice

exploring alternatives
• Play “The Meeting” – video developed by The Restorative Justice Council about 

a sexual assault survivor, Joanne Nodding, meeting with the man who raped her. 
Video is available here: http://vimeo.com/27590008

• Play audio clip from StoryTelling & Organizing Project – we’ve played “Maria’s 
story,” but several stories are available here: http://www.stopviolenceeveryday.org/
stories/

• Talk about how it might work or not work
• How realistic do you think these stories are?
• What feels scary about these stories?
• What feels exciting or inspiring about these stories?
• Talk about other alternatives/examples—Resources handout (Appendix C)

30 mins

closing
One word check-out: how you’re feeling

5 mins
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definitions
Restorative Justice:
A model that aims to repair harm by engaging community members and restoring 
community balance by calling on shared values, principles, and practices of 
accountability.

Transformative Justice:
Phrase used to describe an approach to, and processes for addressing, harm that 
seeks not only to address the specific situation of harm in question, but to transform 
the conditions and social forces that made such harm possible. Sometimes used 
interchangeably with community accountability.

Community Accountability:
A process in which a community such as family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, or 
community members work together to transform situations of harm. This can also 
describe a process in which the community recognizes that they are impacted by 
violence even if it is primarily between individuals, that they may have participated in 
allowing the violence to happen or even causing the violence, and are responsible for 
resolving the violence.

Definitions developed by Creative Interventions
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/tookit/
See Section 5.1

http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/tookit/
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INCITE! Community Accountability Fact Sheet 

Community Accountability is a community-based strategy, rather than a police/prison-
based strategy, to address violence within our communities. Community Accountability 
is a process in which a community – a group of friends, a family, a house of worship, a 
workplace, an apartment complex, a neighborhood, and so on – work together to do the 
following:

Create and affirm VALUES & PRACTICES that resist abuse and oppression and 
encourage safety, support, and accountability

Develop sustainable strategies to ADDRESS COMMUNITY MEMBERS’ ABUSIVE 
BEHAVIOR, and create a process for them to account for their actions and transform 
their behavior

Commit to the ongoing development of all members of the community, and of the 
community itself, in order to TRANSFORM THE POLITICAL CONDITIONS that reinforce 
oppression and violence

Provide SAFETY & SUPPORT to community members who are violently targeted that 
RESPECTS THEIR SELF-DETERMINATION

From The Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting Intimate Violence within Activist 
Communities, edited by Ching-In Chen, Jai Dulani, and Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-
Samarasinha, South End Press, 2011

How do we address violence within our communities? (p. 291)
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resource list
Groups
Community United Against Violence
Project using restorative justice to address violence targeting LGBTQ communities and 
individuals
www.cuav.org

Critical Resistance
National grassroots organization building an international movement to abolish the PIC
www.criticalresistance.org

Generation FIVE
California-based organization using restorative and transformative justice approaches to 
respond to and eradicate child sexual abuse
www.generationfive.org

INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence
National organization of radical feminists of color advancing a movement to end all types of 
violence against women and communities of color
www.incite-national.org

Philly Stands Up
Community-focused and survivor-led collective promoting community accountability to respond 
to sexual violence
www.phillystandsup.com

Sista II Sista
New York-based collective comprised of women of color and working-class women working to 
end violence and create alternatives to current systems
www.sistaiisista.org

The StoryTelling and Organizing Project (STOP)
Project collecting and sharing stories about community-based responses to harm and 
interpersonal violence
www.stopviolence.org

Support New York
Collective promoting community accountability to respond to sexual violence
www.supportny.org
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Victims Voices Heard
Delaware-based organization that uses restorative justice approach to facilitate dialogues 
between victims and the person who committed a violent crime against them
www.victimsvoicesheard.org

Books
After the Crime: The Power of Restorative Justice Dialogues Between Victims and Violent 
Offenders, edited by Susan L. Miller

Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation, by Beth E. Richie

Color of Violence: The INCITE! Anthology, by INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence

Restorative Justice and Violence Against Women, edited by James Ptacek

The Revolution Starts at Home: Confronting Intimate Violence within Activist Communities, 
edited by Ching-In Chen, Jai Dulani, and LeahLakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha

Online Resources
Community Accountability: Creating a Knowledge Base
Online space to create collective knowledge base/resources for community-based responses to 
violence
www.communityaccountability.wordpress.com

Creative Interventions Toolkit: A Practical Guide to Stop Interpersonal Violence
Toolkit for anyone interested in carrying out a community-based intervention to violence
http://www.creative-interventions.org/tools/toolkit/

Everyday Abolition/Abolition Every Day
Collection of stories, art, and interviews highlighting ways PIC abolitionists practice and live PIC 
abolition
http://everydayabolition.com

Victoria Law: “Resisting Gender Violence Without Cops or Prisons” (video)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qlozk7G-JYo

Miklat Miklat: A Transformative Justice Zine
A collection of stories examining transformative justice, forgiveness, and social transformation 
http://www.usprisonculture.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/miklat-zineREV.pdf
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Prison Culture Blog
Blog run by Mariame Kaba, the founder and director of Project NIA, investigating interrelated 
topics such as the prison industrial complex, restorative justice, anti-violence work, and juvenile 
justice issues
www.usprisonculture.com/blog (search “community accountability”)

Restorative Justice Council
UK-based organization promoting restorative justice; extensive resources section, including 
case studies
www.restorativejustice.org.uk

Restorative Justice Online
Prison Fellowship International Centre for Justice and Reconciliation site dedicated to providing 
information on restorative justice; includes series of “Introduction to Restorative Justice” 
slideshows
www.restorativejustice.org
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“Marissa Alexander is a black mother of three and survivor 
of domestic violence from Jacksonville, FL.  In August 
2010, she fired a warning shot in the wall to defend 
herself from a life-threatening beating from her estranged 
husband.  She had just given birth to a premature 
baby nine days before.  Despite the fact that Marissa 
Alexander caused no injuries and has no previous criminal 
record, and despite the fact that Florida’s self-defense 
law includes the right to “Stand Your Ground,” she was 
subsequently arrested, prosecuted, and sentenced to a 
mandatory minimum of 20 years in prison.  She plans 
to appeal.” – INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence 
(http://inciteblog.wordpress.com/2013/07/31/incite-
supports-the-call-to-free-marissa-alexander/) 

agenda about
• Word 

Association
     (pre-workshop) 

• Introductions 
(30 min)

• Marissa 
Alexander Case 
Study (60 mins)

• Statistics/Scope 
of the Problem 
(30 mins)

• Historical 
Timeline/
Context (50 
mins) 

• How You Can 
Help/Action (10 
mins)

• Newsprint
• Markers
• Long roll of paper for the timeline activity
• Post-it notes
• Handouts

materials

Total time
3.5 hrs

BY mariame kaba

http://inciteblog.wordpress.com/2013/07/31/incite-supports-the-call-to-free-marissa-alexander
http://inciteblog.wordpress.com/2013/07/31/incite-supports-the-call-to-free-marissa-alexander
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word association
Put up two sheets of newsprint – write DV/SA Survivor on one and Prisoner on the 
other.

As participants arrive for the teach-in, invite them to use post-it notes to write two 
words that come immediately to mind when they think of DV/SA survivors and 
prisoners.

[Do not debrief this activity at the beginning. The debrief will happen later.]

introductions
Name, preferred gender pronoun, share one thing that’s in your head [I used a 
particular icebreaker that I like but choose your own that feels appropriate], why are 
you participating in the teach-in…

Facilitator introduces themself

Disclaimer: This is a teach-in about people who identify as women who experience 
violence from male perpetrators. That’s the focus so I will use she/he throughout the 
teach-in. This does not mean that some men do not experience violence from women 
or that some GNC folks aren’t violent to others.  [It’s important to establish at the start 
of the teach-in so that everyone is on the same page about what to expect] 

Shared values that will guide the teach-in [Invite participants to offer their values 
– write them on newsprint and post them in a place where they can be viewed 
throughout the session]

Go over the Agenda

Note: I’m a big proponent of experiential and interactive learning. Break your group up 
into smaller ones and explain that they will be working together quite a bit throughout 
the teach-in. [This worked very well for us though someone did mention in their 
evaluation that they would have liked to switched groups to get to know more people 
than the group they interacted with throughout the teach-in. It’s really up to you though 
to decide. If the space is not conducive to a lot of moving around then keep the small 
groups together throughout.]

30 mins
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marissa alexander case study
Pass out the case study.

Instruct everyone to silently read the case study.

Then ask everyone to discuss the questions posed in their small groups.

After 30 minutes, bring everyone back together to debrief the activity (do not ask each 
group to respond to each question for the sake of time)

Pass out copies and discuss Beth Richie’s Violence Matrix as a way to understand 
how black women experience violence in a prison nation. [This part is tricky. It requires 
that the facilitator be fairly conversant about issues related to violence. If you do not 
feel up to it, I suggest that you first read Chapter 5 of Beth Richie’s book Arrested 
Justice to get a sense of her argument. If however, you are trained in the traditional 
“power and control wheel” framework of discussing domestic violence, you might want 
to refer to that.]

Key point to stress:
“The treatment of Marissa Alexander is a consequence of the growing crisis of 
prisons and policing in the U.S. as well as a product of anti-Black racism and sexism 
which drives individuals and institutions to punish Black women when they defend 
themselves from violence. Her case is one of many that shows us how Black women 
and other marginalized people are especially likely to be blamed and criminalized 
while trying to navigate and survive the conditions of violence in their lives.”

60 mins

Statistics/The Scope of the Problem
Give a set of statistics (without the answers) to each small group. 

Ask each person to individually identify what they think are the correct answers. It’s OK 
to guess.

Then ask participants to share their answers with their group members.

Ask them to select two statistics from their list that they want to share with the larger 
group during the debrief.

30 mins
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After 10 minutes, pass out the sheet with the correct answers to each group.  Give 
them a few minutes to review the correct answers to their particular statistics. [I 
suggest that you only give out a couple of copies per group so that they can talk 
together about the answers. If you give a copy to each person in the group, then they 
are likely to just focus on their own answers]

Reconvene as a large group. Ask each small group to share the two statistics that they 
want to share with everyone. 

• What was your original guess? 
• What is the correct answer?
• Was there anything that surprised you?
• Go back to the first activity where you had asked participants to offer two words 

each to describe DV/SA survivors and Prisoners.  Read out loud all of the words. 
Ask the group:

• Where do you notice overlap in terms of the words?
• Are there any words that are distinct for one particular group?

The main point that you want to stress is that many prisoners were first DV/SA 
survivors. Refer to the statistics that they just learned. Also point out that many DV/SA 
survivors like Marissa are criminalized and funneled through the system and become 
prisoners. 

no selves to defend 
Marissa Alexander, Women of Color, and Self Defense Cases

Historical Timeline/Context
Pass out the historical timeline handout.

Assign a portion of the timeline to each small group – so, for example, group 1 will get 
the part of the timeline from 1600 to 1850, group 2 will get 1860-1900, etc… Break up 
the timeline according to the number of small groups that you have.

Give each small group a long piece of plain white sketch paper and post-it notes.

Ask them to look through key historical moments in the era that they’ve been 
assigned. Then as a group they should create a timeline that includes the key events 
that they believe helped to create our current prison nation and are relevant to the 
criminalization of Marissa Alexander.

Invite each small group to share their timeline with the larger group during the debrief.

50 mins
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Disclaimer: Make sure that you familiarize yourself with the complete timeline as the 
facilitator. Read through it several times before you actually facilitate your session 
(especially if you are unfamiliar with many of the historical moments). As the facilitator, 
it will be your job to bring together all of the timelines to tell a broad story about how 
we arrived at this point of a prison nation. You can highlight the moments about the 
war on drugs and how women have been especially swept into the system because 
of these laws. You can underscore the ways that race and gender intersect in various 
historical moments. You want to underscore what the historical forces are that have led 
to the criminalization of women of color.

How Can You Help/Action
The Free Marissa Mobilization Campaign has a great handout with suggestions about 
how people can support her. Make sure that you share this with everyone. 
[In our case here in Chicago, we spent more time on this part because we wanted to 
create a local Marissa Alexander defense committee.] 

Final Comments: Please be aware that I have over 20 years of experience in 
addressing rape and domestic violence issues and as such I didn’t need a lot of 
background prompts to discuss these issues. If, however, you are reading this and 
are new to these issues, I strongly encourage you to potentially partner with your local 
domestic violence organization to run this teach-in. There isn’t enough time in this 
teach-in to do a DV 101 workshop. However, you could consider organizing a follow-
up DV 101 workshop for participants who want more background after the teach-in. 
Similarly, some participants may want to dwell on the intricacies of laws like Stand 
Your Ground or Florida’s 10-20 Mandatory Minimum (which is what was used to 
sentence Marissa). You should let them know that there isn’t enough time to delve into 
these laws in depth. You could offer them internet and other resources if they want to 
self-educate about the laws.

IMPORTANT: Marissa is now free so there’s no ongoing #FreeMarissaNOW 
campaign. However, you can direct people to the Marissa Alexander Justice 
Project - https://marissaalexander.org  and you can learn about Marissa’s 
case with this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gTCi6_Wqh8 

10 mins
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marissa alexander case study
In August 2010, Marissa Alexander was a 31-year-old, 5-ft. 2-in. mother of three, her baby just 
9 days old, living in Jacksonville, Florida. Her 36-year-old husband Rico Gray was arrested in 
2009 for attacking her and sending her to the hospital, after which she got a restraining order 
against him. 

In a 2010 deposition, Gray said, “We was staying together and I pushed her back and she fell 
in the bathtub and hit her head and that’s the time I went to jail.” In the same deposition, he 
admitted that this was not his first incident of domestic violence against women, saying, “I got 
five baby mamas and I put my hand on every last one of them except one. The way I was with 
women, they was like they had to walk on eggshells around me. You know they never knew 
what I was thinking or what I might do. Hit them, push them.” He also admitted that he and 
Marissa had “four or five” episodes of domestic violence leading up to the August 2010 incident 
that led to Marissa’s incarceration in prison.

After Marissa filed for and received a restraining order against Gray in 2009, she learned she 
was pregnant and asked the court to amend the restraining order to remove the ban on her and 
Gray having contact, while maintaining the rest of the restraining order. In May 2010 — while 
the restraining order was still in place — Marissa Alexander and Gray were married. Marissa 
gave birth to their baby in August 2010, but she didn’t stay in the marital home. For the last two 
months of her pregnancy, she lived with her mother.

In August 2010, after Rico Gray saw texts on Marissa’s phone, he confronted her in a rage and 
threatened her. He said that when he saw the texts on Marissa’s phone he pushed his way into 
the bathroom to confront her. He said in a deposition: “I was mad, you know. I said, what the f—- 
is this, and you know, I told her that ... if I can’t have you nobody going to have you … She ain’t 
shit.”

Gray said that when Marissa tried to leave the bathroom, “I met her where the sink was, and 
she wanted to get by me and I wouldn’t let her by and I was backing up slow but I was using 
my body to pretty much contain her in that one area where I want her to be at. [S]he got the 
bathroom door closed and she locked it, so I were beating on it. [I] was there waiting for her to 
come out of the bathroom.”

“I was in a rage. I was in a rage, so I was saying a lot of things.” He said, “I beat on the door 
hard enough where it could have been broken open. [P]robably has some dents.” And: “I was 
mad, you know … I called her a whore and a bitch.”
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“She was trying to get by and I was sitting there trying to make her talk to me. [T]he more she 
didn’t want to talk about it, the more I was not letting her by.” After she got out of the bathroom, 
“I was telling her, she ain’t going nowhere, she going to sit right here.  [S]he was trying to get by 
… and I was telling her she not going nowhere.”

He was asked, “Did you ever tell her you knew people that would do your dirt?” Gray said, 
“Yeah. [I] ain’t going to lie. I been in the streets … I know a lot of people …” Asked if the purpose 
of “saying something like that was to let her know if she didn’t do what you wanted her to do that 
you could have hurt her or something?,” he answered, “That’s correct.”

He described her going to the garage, “but I knew that she couldn’t leave out the garage 
because the garage door was locked …” He reiterated, “I knew she couldn’t get out of the 
garage.”

“She came back through the doors and she had a gun [from her car]. And she said, ‘You need to 
leave.’ I told her, I ain’t leaving until you talk to me … and I started walking towards her and she 
shot in the air.”

Marissa Alexander described the August 2010 fight through her ex-husband and spokesperson 
Lincoln Alexander:

“[Gray] assaulted me, shoving, strangling and holding me against my will, preventing me from 
fleeing all while I begged for him to leave. After a minute or two of trying to escape, I was able 
to make it to the garage where my truck was parked, but in my haste to leave I realized my 
keys were missing. I tried to open the garage but there was a mechanical failure. I was unable 
to leave, trapped in the dark with no way out. For protection against further assault I retrieved 
my weapon; which is registered and I have a concealed weapon permit. Trapped, no phone, I 
entered back into my home to either leave through another exit or obtain my cell phone. He and 
my two stepsons were supposed to be exiting the house thru the front door, but he didn’t leave. 
Instead he came into the kitchen that leads to the garage and realized I was unable to leave. 
Instead of leaving thru the front door where his vehicle was parked outside of the garage, he 
came into the kitchen by himself. I was terrified from the first encounter and feared he came to 
do as he had threatened. The weapon was in my right hand down by my side and he yelled, 
“Bitch, I will kill you!” and charged toward me. In fear and desperate attempt, I lifted my weapon 
up, turned away and discharged a single shot in the wall up in the ceiling. As I stood my ground 
it prevented him from doing what he threatened and he ran out of the home. Outside of the 
home, he contacted the police and falsely reported that I shot at him and his sons. The police 
arrived and I was taken into custody.”



survived & punished curriculum 134

no selves to defend 
Marissa Alexander, Women of Color, and Self Defense Cases

Discussion Questions:
1. What happened?
2. List all of the different examples of abusive behavior that you notice in the case study.
3. Who is most responsible for the incidents of violence?
4. Review Biderman’s Chart of Coercion. Do you recognize any examples of the method in the 

case study?
5. Are there specific ways that you think the violence experienced by Marissa could have been 

interrupted? What are they?
6. Read the Aftermath and answer the related questions?

Aftermath
Marissa’s lawyer tried to have the case thrown out based on the state’s “Stand Your Ground” 
law, but was denied. 

Marissa rejected a plea deal, and her case went to trial. After 12 minutes of deliberation, a jury 
of 6 people convicted Marissa of three counts of aggravated assault with a deadly weapon 
with no intent to harm.  Her sentence was set at 20 years in part due to the state’s mandatory 
minimum sentencing laws. 

The “Stand Your Ground” law says, “A person who is not engaged in an unlawful activity and 
who is attacked in any other place where he or she has a right to be has no duty to retreat 
and has the right to stand his or her ground and meet force with force.” Yet a judge rejected 
Marissa’s motion to invoke “Stand your ground” because she could have exited the home. The 
judge wrote that there was “insufficient evidence she reasonably believed that deadly force was 
needed,” and that Marissa’s behavior was “inconsistent with a person who is in genuine fear for 
his or her life.”

The Florida law that is responsible for the length of Marissa’s sentence is the so-called 10-20-
Life statute, which says that if someone is convicted of an aggravated assault in which they 
discharge a firearm, they must be sentenced to 20 years in prison, regardless of mitigating 
circumstances. When Circuit Judge James Daniel sentenced Marissa, he declared that once the 
state proved its case, “the decision on an appropriate sentence” was “entirely taken out of my 
hands.”

Marissa Alexander successfully appealed the trial, overturning the guilty verdict on 9/26/13.  She 
was released on bond on November 27, 2013 and was freed from home detention in January 
2017. While Marissa was under home detention, she was required to pay $105 every week for 
the use of an ankle monitor, and $500 every other week for the bond cost. If she is found guilty 
in a new trial, she could face a tripled mandatory sentence of 60 years. 
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Discussion Questions:
1. Do you believe that Marissa Alexander had a valid claim of self-defense?
2. Do you agree with the judge’s decisions regarding the “Stand Your Ground” law in this case? 

Why or why not? What are some of the factors that you feel might have influenced the 
judge’s decision?

3. What do you think about the 10-20-Life statute? Is this law fair?
4. Marissa’s lawyer is reported to have said: “When a woman or minority is claiming they are 

defending themselves, they don’t get the benefit of the doubt.” Rita Smith, the executive 
director of the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence echoed this sentiment saying, 
“Most battered women who kill in self-defense end up in prison. There is a well-documented 
bias against women [in these cases].” Why would this be the case?
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The Violence Matrix (by Beth E. Richie, PhD)
The Violence Matrix (by Beth E. Richie, PhD) 

 Physical Assault Sexual Assault Social 
Disenfranchisement 

Intimate Households Direct physical 
assaults by intimate 
partners or household 
members, victim 
retaliation 

Sexual aggression by 
intimate partners or 
household members 

Emotional abuse and 
manipulation by 
intimate partners or 
household members, 
forced use of drug 
and alcohol, isolation 
and economic abuse 

Community Assaults by 
neighbors, lack of 
bystander 
intervention, 
availability of 
weapons 

Sexual harassment, 
acquaintance rape, 
gang rape, trafficking 
into sex industry, 
stalking 

Degrading comments, 
hostile neighborhood 
conditions, hostile or 
unresponsive school 
and work 
environments, 
residential 
segregation, lack of 
social capital, threat of 
violence 

Social Sphere Stranger assault, 
state violence (e.g. 
police), gun control 
policies 

Stranger rape, 
coerced sterilization, 
unwanted exposure to 
pornography 

Negative media 
images, denial of 
significance of 
victimization, 
degrading encounters 
with public agencies, 
victim blaming, lack of 
affordable housing, 
lack of employment 
and health care, 
mistrust of public 
agencies, poverty 

 

Surrounding the Violence Matrix is the tangled web of structural disadvantages, institutionalized 
racism, gender domination, class exploitation, heteropatriarchy and other forms of oppression 
that locks the systematic abuse of Black women in place. Responses need to be developed that 
take into account all of the forms of abuse and all of the spheres within which injustice occurs. 

From: Richie, Beth E. Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation. 
New York: New York University Press, 2012. Do not duplicate without proper citation. 
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Family Shelter Service
605 EAST ROOSEVELT ROAD  WHEATON, ILLINOIS 60187  HOTLINE: (630) 469-5650

 BIDERMAN’S CHART OF COERCION 

Biderman’s Chart of Coercion is a tool developed to explain the methods used to break the will or
brainwash a prisoner of war.  Domestic violence experts believe that batterers use these same
techniques.

General Method Effects and Purposes
Isolation Deprives victim of all social support (for the) ability to resist

Allows victim to be present at all times to keep home environment
stable and non-threatening

Makes victim dependent upon abuser

Control or Distortion Fixes attention upon immediate predicament; fosters introspection
of Perceptions

Eliminates information that is not in agreement with the abuser’s
message

Punishes actions or responses that demonstrate independence or
resistance

Abuser manipulates by being charming, seductive, etc. to get what is
wanted from victim and becomes hostile when demands are not met

Humiliation or Wakens mental and physical ability to resist
Degradation

Heightens feelings of incompetence

Induces mental and physical exhaustion 

Threats Creates anxiety and despair

Outlines abuser’s expectations and consequences for noncompliance

Demonstrating Omnipotence Demonstrates to victim that resistance is futile
or Superiority or Power

Enforcing Trivial Demands are often trivial, contradictory and non-achievable
Demands

Reinforces who has power and control

Exhaustion The abuser uses sleep deprivation to keep victim in a state of
confusion

Occasional Indulgences Provides positive motivation for conforming to abuser’s demands

Victim works to “earn” these indulgences in an effort to increase self-
esteem
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This workshop draws upon the frameworks, questions, 
and guidance based on Beth Richie’s book, Arrested 
Justice: Black Women, Violence, and the Prison 
Nation (New York University Press, 2012). The guiding 
frameworks are used as the basis for the analysis and 
strategy related to the specific cases that are included 
in this curriculum.  As this workshop is based on Beth 
Richie’s book, the materials focus on violence against 
Black women. Workshop organizers should be mindful that 
if the workshop is organized to address different groups, 
the materials might be adapted.

about

• Comparison of Carceral Framework with a 
Transformative Justice Framework

• Definition of a Prison Nation with 5 key tenets of Black 
feminist theory

• The Violence Matrix by Beth Richie
• 5 Recommendations for Building Collective 

Responses to Intimate, Interpersonal, and Community 
Violence

• 6 case examples (optional)

materials

Total time
3 hrs

Note: timeframe can 
broken up to serve 
different purposes

BY Ann Russo and Deana Lewis
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The workshop was created to have four parts (in addition to opening, check in, 
community building activities, setting of values and commitments, as well as 
closing and check out): 

1. An introduction to transformative justice (see comparison chart) with some 
discussion of its importance given the multiple sources and forms of violence Black 
women are experiencing (see “Violence Matrix”) and the broader context of a prison 
nation from which this violence is produced (see definition of “prison nation”).

2. Responding to violence from a Black feminist lens (see “Five Tenets of Black 
Feminist Theory” and 5 recommendations).

3.Drawing from the above, workshop participants can work together to develop 
collective, collaborative transformative justice responses that might have been used in 
these stories. 
• Depending on the number of participants, and time for these activities, groups can 

be organized around the questions listed below, or they could be divided up to talk 
about specific cases using some or all of the questions listed below.

• Case questions used to develop Black feminist transformative justice responses 
to violence. After reading the story, groups work together to answer the following 
questions:

• What happened and what, if anything, was done in response? 
• What are the multiple forms of violence enacted in the case? (using 

“Violence Matrix”)
• How has the violence and the response to it been shaped by intersecting 

systems of racism, sexism, homophobia, classism, transphobia, and 
more? 

• What are the social conditions that underlie the violence?
• What support was needed? 
• How might community members or anyone connected to the person or 

story have provided individual and collective support to the person before 
and/or after the harm? 

• What are concrete examples of support that might have been offered?
• How might community members or others connected to the situation 

have intervened before, during, or after the incident? 
• What are concrete actions might have been taken? 
• How might such interventions have shifted the situation? 
• What might have been the risks involved in any intervention?

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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4. Next Steps: What are key areas where participants might be able to make some 
difference in their own work toward shifting the carceral framework that is so dominant 
and to building transformative justice lenses, strategies, and skill-building into their 
work. 

*This set of materials was originally developed by Deana Lewis and Ann Russo 
for a transformative justice workshop presented at the “From Carceral Feminisms 
to Transformative Justice” gathering, 8 March 2014, at DePaul University. It was 
sponsored by Project Nia and Building Communities, Ending Violence (DePaul 
University). 

• How might people challenge the state’s responses to the situation? 
or other institutional responses? 

• What are concrete actions people could take to lodge these 
challenges?

• What was the role of community or social services in the case? 
• If none, or if problematic, how might these organizations change their 

practices that might have prevented the incident from happening? 
• What would need to change concretely in community organizations 

or social services that might have shifted this situation?
• Reflecting on the strategies and actions proposed by the group, 

do these contribute to the expansion of the prison nation, or to its 
dismantling? 

• How might this incident be connected to or impacted by global 
struggles, to global capitalism, and to broader systems of power?

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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CARCERAL FEMINISMS TRANSFORMATIVE JUSTICE 
Uses gender-exclusive, generic, 
one-size-fits-all framework 

Uses Black feminist framework -- intersectional 
[race, gender, class, sexuality, citizenship shape 
violence, politics, and representation], centers 
knowledge of those most impacted, recognizes 
fluidity and impact of images of Black women, 
committed to change social conditions that 
subordinate and marginalize Black women and 
their communities  

Narrowly focuses on individual, isolated 
incidents of interpersonal physical and 
sexual abuse by heterosexual partners or 
acquaintances 

Uses Violence Matrix that recognizes multiple 
forms of violence (physical, sexual, hostile social 
environment [emotional manipulation]) and 
contexts of violence (intimate households, 
community, state) surrounded by structural 
disadvantages, institutionalized racism, gender 
domination, class exploitation, heteropatriarchy 
and other forms of oppression within prison nation 

Constructs narrow image of “innocence” that 
excludes Black women who are young, poor, 
queer, or living in vulnerable circumstances 

Affirms and publicly supports Black women who 
are young, poor, queer, or living in vulnerable 
circumstances 

Relies on and expands policing, law 
enforcement, and criminal legal system 

Develops community responses for support, 
intervention, healing, and accountability that do not 
rely on the state 

Ignores and excludes state violence to gain 
legitimacy within agenda of prison nation 

Challenges state violence in connection with 
household and community violence 

Relies on professionalized mainstream social 
services focused on individuals 

Pushes for community-specific culturally 
competent services that address structural sources 
of violence, and are connected to grassroots 
mobilization 

Expansion of political and civil rights, with 
focus on institutional reform 

Social change work to dismantle structural, 
systemic roots of violence that are embedded in 
institutions 

Call for new laws and increased policing, 
arrest, and criminalization 

Committed to prison abolition and dismantling of 
prison nation  

Approach to violence is individualized, 
decontextualized, and local 

Recognizes local in global struggles addressing 
the role of global capitalism in creating systemic 
disadvantage and marginalization, and violence  

Beth Richie, Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation (NYU 
Press, 2012), p. 3. 
 

Comparison of Carceral Feminisms to Transformative Justice

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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“[I]deological and public policy shifts that have led to the increased criminalization of 
disenfranchised communities of color, more aggressive law enforcement strategies for 
norm-violating behavior, and an undermining of civil and human rights of marginalized 
groups.  

A prison nation refers to those dimensions of civil society that use the power of law, 
public policy, and institutional practices in strategic ways to advance hegemonic values 
and to overpower efforts by individuals and groups that challenge the status quo.

The political apparatus that goes into building a prison nation includes:
1. Practices that increasingly punish or disadvantage norm violations (adolescent 

pregnancy)
2. Institutional regulations designed to intimidate people without power into 

conforming with dominant cultural expectations (welfare reform)
3. Legislation that deliberately narrows opportunities for cultural expansion (English-

only laws)
4. Ideological schemes that build consensus around conservative values (the primacy 

of heterosexual nuclear families).

A prison nation depends on the ability of leaders to create fear (of terrorism or health-
care reform); to identify scapegoats (like imigrants or feminists); and to reclassify 
people as enemies of a stable society (such as prisoners, activists, hip hop artists).”

What is a prison nation?

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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one-size-fits-all framework 
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knowledge of those most impacted, recognizes 
fluidity and impact of images of Black women, 
committed to change social conditions that 
subordinate and marginalize Black women and 
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forms of violence (physical, sexual, hostile social 
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contexts of violence (intimate households, 
community, state) surrounded by structural 
disadvantages, institutionalized racism, gender 
domination, class exploitation, heteropatriarchy 
and other forms of oppression within prison nation 

Constructs narrow image of “innocence” that 
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are young, poor, queer, or living in vulnerable 
circumstances 
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Develops community responses for support, 
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rely on the state 

Ignores and excludes state violence to gain 
legitimacy within agenda of prison nation 

Challenges state violence in connection with 
household and community violence 

Relies on professionalized mainstream social 
services focused on individuals 

Pushes for community-specific culturally 
competent services that address structural sources 
of violence, and are connected to grassroots 
mobilization 

Expansion of political and civil rights, with 
focus on institutional reform 

Social change work to dismantle structural, 
systemic roots of violence that are embedded in 
institutions 

Call for new laws and increased policing, 
arrest, and criminalization 

Committed to prison abolition and dismantling of 
prison nation  

Approach to violence is individualized, 
decontextualized, and local 

Recognizes local in global struggles addressing 
the role of global capitalism in creating systemic 
disadvantage and marginalization, and violence  

Beth Richie, Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation (NYU 
Press, 2012), p. 3. 
 



survived & punished curriculum 143

1. Intersectionality: evaluate the interlocking oppressions that Black women face in order 
to develop a comprehensive understanding of the kind of violence Black women in the US 
are experiencing.
• Intersectionality is “relational, structural, political, and ideological, and thus explains 

male violence as complex and multi-dimensional.”  The analysis looks at the ways 
that “non-normative images and disadvantaged social status” create particular 
vulnerabilities.

• Simultaneity of oppression – “Black women’s bodies are simultaneously marked by 
racial, gender, sexual, color, historical, class, and other stigmas; these stigmatized 
identities and the subsequent oppressions are not hierarchical or additive; they are 
intersectional.”

2. Black women’s experiences at the center of the analysis (standpoint 
epistemology)
• Expertise lies with those who have been subordinated and victimized (and so those 

who claim authority – scholars, policymakers, lawyers, social workers – must yield 
expertise to those most impacted)

3. Everyday Knowledge: Black women experiencing the violence are the authorities and 
experts on their own experiences
•  Recognize and value the collective wisdom of the Black women at center of analysis 

rather than relying on scholars who “lack access to authentic understandings of events, 
relationships, behaviors, values, or historical antecedents to current phenomena.”

4. Power of images of Black women
• Images of Black women are dialectical and almost always in conflict with notions of 

hegemonic femininity that imagines women to be passive, nurturing, and relationship 
oriented, and thus ‘innocent victims’ 

• Eg: “Black women can be strong (and therefore not at risk of violence), castrating (and 
therefore incapable of heteronormative intimacy), hypersexual (therefore ill-suited for 
long-term relationships or parenting), or criminal (and therefore unworthy of protection 
or support).”  Black feminist theory recognizes how Black women can be all of these at 
once – 

5. Social Justice Praxis
• Research on Black women be linked to efforts to change social conditions that cause 

subordination of Black women and their communities
• Oriented toward empowerment, coalition building, social justice
• Challenge hierarchies of power, transform academic institutions, advance new kinds of 

organizational leadership, reinvigorate grassroots mobilization

5 tenets of Black feminist theory

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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The Violence Matrix (by Beth E. Richie, PhD)
The Violence Matrix (by Beth E. Richie, PhD) 

 Physical Assault Sexual Assault Social 
Disenfranchisement 

Intimate Households Direct physical 
assaults by intimate 
partners or household 
members, victim 
retaliation 

Sexual aggression by 
intimate partners or 
household members 

Emotional abuse and 
manipulation by 
intimate partners or 
household members, 
forced use of drug 
and alcohol, isolation 
and economic abuse 

Community Assaults by 
neighbors, lack of 
bystander 
intervention, 
availability of 
weapons 

Sexual harassment, 
acquaintance rape, 
gang rape, trafficking 
into sex industry, 
stalking 

Degrading comments, 
hostile neighborhood 
conditions, hostile or 
unresponsive school 
and work 
environments, 
residential 
segregation, lack of 
social capital, threat of 
violence 

Social Sphere Stranger assault, 
state violence (e.g. 
police), gun control 
policies 

Stranger rape, 
coerced sterilization, 
unwanted exposure to 
pornography 

Negative media 
images, denial of 
significance of 
victimization, 
degrading encounters 
with public agencies, 
victim blaming, lack of 
affordable housing, 
lack of employment 
and health care, 
mistrust of public 
agencies, poverty 

 

Surrounding the Violence Matrix is the tangled web of structural disadvantages, institutionalized 
racism, gender domination, class exploitation, heteropatriarchy and other forms of oppression 
that locks the systematic abuse of Black women in place. Responses need to be developed that 
take into account all of the forms of abuse and all of the spheres within which injustice occurs. 

From: Richie, Beth E. Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation. 
New York: New York University Press, 2012. Do not duplicate without proper citation. 

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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1. Ground activism in Black feminist and intersectional analysis and use the male 
violence matrix 
• Center Black women’s everyday experiences
• Respond to incidents as well as to the racialized images of gender and sexuality that 

stigmatize and marginalize
• Situate incidents of violence within a matrix of multiple forms, sources, and contexts
• Address broader contextual issues of a prison nation

2. Develop radical strategic responses to male violence that do not reinforce prison 
nation
• Develop community-based options that don’t rely on the state
• Draw on alternative sources of authority to create accountability 
• Reinvest resources into building community-based responses

3. Push for culturally competent services 
• Create services that correspond to multiple sources and contexts of violence (drawing 

on Violence Matrix)
• Factor in external macro forces and their impact on violence
• Create services that reflect the norms, beliefs, and practices of the community that is 

being served

4. Build grassroots antiviolence mobilizations that include dismantling the prison 
nation in their strategy:
• Use Black feminist theoretical understanding and violence matrix assess male violence 

in a prison nation.
• Create strategies that address the impact of community divestment 
• Mobilize to challenge and dismantle state policies of social control and criminalization 

that contribute to violence
• Attend to issues of sexuality, youth disempowerment, and social mandates of 

heteronormativity
• Strategize for reinvestment in communities that rebuild community and familial 

strengths, but do not rely on ideas of racial solidarity that re-inscribe patriarchy
• Build coalitions across identity-based projects and issues.  For example, racial justice 

projects addressing gender and sexuality, or collaborations between those working 
with young Black men and those working with Black girls and young women.  

5. Build a global vision and strategy  
• Link the experience of Black women in US to women across the world who are 

struggling against impact of global capitalism
• Make visible how global capitalism creates structural and systemic disadvantage for 

women that limit women’s economic, sexual, religious, social, and political freedom as 
a result.

Beth Richie, Arrested Justice, 5 recommendations

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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A Story by Amanda Marcotte 
EVENT: 
Amanda Marcotte is a feminist blogger who writes on sites such as Slate , Daily Beast, Alternet, and 
USA Today .  On February 25, 2014, Marcotte wrote an article on Slate  about a 43-year old woman 
who is homeless who was sexually assaulted by a friend of her ex-boyfriend’s friend after her 
ex-boyfriend forcibly took her to his friend’s house.  The 2 men were arrested and charged with 
various crimes.  The prosecutors also arrested the woman on a material witness warrant because she 
failed to show up to meetings with the prosecutor, and they were concerned she would not show up 
to the trial to testify against the ex-boyfriend’s friend; the ex-boyfriend signed a deal that would 
release him from any criminal trial. 
 
Marcotte supported the arrest of the woman because research shows that the relationships people 
have with their abusers can make them less likely to help the prosecution.  Marcotte wrote, 
The sad, unavoidable truth is that we have to decide what's more important to us: putting abusive 

men in jail or letting their victims opt out of cooperating with the prosecution as they see fit. 
Always erring on the side of victim sensitivity means putting some very bad men back out on 
the streets, where they will likely attack someone else. If that's the price that you feel is worth 
paying, OK, but it's also understandable that prosecutors might try to do everything within their 
power to convict a guy who likes tying women to chairs and assaulting them.  1

 
RESPONSE:  
Some feminist and anti-violence bloggers and activists have condemned her statements, but the story 
did not get much publication.  The website that the woman’s story originally appeared stated, “… it 
had the added irony of using a warrant to hold the woman against her will so she can help convict 
someone else of holding her against her will.”  2

 
 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 
ANALYSIS: 
How can we apply a Black feminist intersectional framework to analyze this story? 
 
How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 
 
How are the woman’s experience and the response to it shaped by global capitalism?  What if any 
connections do you see between her experience and that of other women transnationally whose lives 
are impacted by global capitalism?  
 
STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 
What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be improved, expanded, 
transformed? 
 
How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the broader structures and 
contexts, and the laws and social policies of criminalization?  

1 Marcotte, A.  (2014, February, 25). Prosecutors Arrest Alleged Rape Victim to Make Her Cooperate in Their Case. They Made the Right Call. Slate. 
Retrieved from http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2014/02/25/ 
alleged_rape_victim_arrested_to_force_her_to_cooperate_in_the_case_against.html. 
2 LaBoe, B. (2014, February 21). Victim of alleged kidnapping, sexual assault arrested to help prove the case. The Daily News Online. Retrieved from 
http://tdn.com/news/local/victim-of-alleged-kidnapping-sexual-assault-arrested-to-help-prove/article_76ba318c-9b63-11e3-ab12-001a4bcf887a.html 

Shifting from Carceral to Transformative Justice Feminisms Workshop 
updated March 24, 2014 

Amanda Marcotte’s story

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence



survived & punished curriculum 147

adrian broadway’s storyAdrian Broadway’s Story  
 
EVENT:  
Adrian Broadway was a young Black girl who was shot in Little Rock, Arkansas by Willie Noble, a 
Black man and father of her schoolmate.  Close to midnight on February 15, 2014, Adrian and 7 of 
her friends (18, 17, four 15-year-olds, and a 14-year-old) drove to Noble’s house to pull a prank on his 
son.  They threw eggs, mayonnaise, and leaves on the car in the driveway.  As the youth were driving 
away, Noble came out of the house and fired his gun into the youths’ car to scare them.  Adrian 
Broadway died from a gunshot wound to her head. 
 
RESPONSE:  
There was very little national media coverage of this shooting compared to other shootings of young 
Black youth.  After the shooting, Willie Noble was charged with First Degree Murder, 1 count of 
committing a Terrorist Act, and five counts of Aggravated Assault.  His original bond was set at $1 
million, but was reduced to $500,000.  
 
 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 
ANALYSIS: 
How can we apply a Black feminist intersectional framework to analyze this story? 
 
How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 
 
How are the involved people’s (The youth, Adrian Broadway’s family, Willie Noble, Willie Noble’s 
family, etc.) experiences and the responses to it shaped by global capitalism?  What if any 
connections do you see between their experience and that of other youth and people of color 
transnationally whose lives are impacted by global capitalism?  
 
 
STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 
What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be improved, expanded, 
transformed? 
 
How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the broader structures and 
contexts, and the laws and social policies of criminalization? 
  

Shifting from Carceral to Transformative Justice Feminisms Workshop 
updated March 25, 2014 

 

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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ms. b’s story Ms. B’s Story  
 
EVENT:  
Ms. B was a 50 year old black women living in public housing projects on the Southside of Chicago. 
She experienced brutality at the hands of officers from the Chicago Police Department.  Over the 
period of years she experienced constant harassment, brutal sexual and physical abuse, vicious 
mental and emotional attacks, and targeting of vulnerable family members.  Ms. B did not have 
contact with these officers in the past and she was unsure of why she was the target of the officers’ 
violence and hate.  
 
RESPONSE:  
Despite multiple attempts to report the events with the CPD and CHA, no one took these attacks 
seriously.  During this time she was institutionally and socially isolated; anti-violence and other 
activists groups did not come to her aid.  In fact, her only help came from a university legal clinic.  Ms. 
B thought that she was targeted because of her activism against the closing of public housing. 
 
 
 
 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 
ANALYSIS: 
How can we apply a Black feminist intersectional framework to analyze this story? 
 
How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 
 
How are Ms. B’s experience and the response to it shaped by global capitalism?  What if any 
connections do you see between her experience and that of other women transnationally whose lives 
are impacted by global capitalism?  
 
 
STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 
What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be improved, expanded, 
transformed? 
 
How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the broader structures and 
contexts, and the laws and social policies of criminalization? 
  

Shifting from Carceral to Transformative Justice Feminisms Workshop 
updated March 24, 2014 

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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tiwanda moore’s storyTIAWANDA MOORE 

Imagine that you are a 19 year old young black woman who is talking to a police officer in your 
home about a domestic disturbance and you find yourself being groped and sexually molested 
by that cop instead. For good measure before he leaves your home, he hands you his 
telephone number and tells you to call him. Imagine that you then decide to file a complaint 
against this same officer so you call the internal affairs bureau and share your story of sexual 
misconduct by the police with an intake officer. You answer countless questions and you are 
given a date one month later to come to the department to file an official complaint. You are told 
to bring your evidence and a witness so you make sure to do both. You drive down from Indiana 
where you now live to Chicago where the appointment is scheduled. Once you arrive at the 
station, you are told by officers that the witness, who happens to be your boyfriend, is not 
needed and that he should leave or go to McDonalds to “grab a cup of coffee.” 

You are alone and two officers take you into a room where they proceed to ask you to recap 
what happened during the incident. The officers tell you that you might want to reconsider filing 
the complaint and that they might be able to “explore other routes” to address the issue. You 
start to feel uncomfortable when they inform you that they might have to come to your place of 
employment to interview you. You decide to ask if you can leave the room and you are told that 
you cannot. The police officers themselves leave the room and you decide at that point that it 
would be best if you turn on your phone to record the subsequent conversation… 

 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 

ANALYSIS: 

How can we apply a Black feminist intersectional framework to analyze this story? 

How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 

How are the woman’s experience and the response to it shaped by global capitalism?  What if 
any connections do you see between her experience and that of other women transnationally 
whose lives are impacted by global capitalism?  

 

STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 

What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be improved, 
expanded, transformed? 

How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the broader structures 
and contexts, and the laws and social policies of criminalization?  

 

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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This is what happened to Tiawanda Moore. 

On Aug. 18, Tiawanda Moore went to the Chicago Police Department Office of Internal Affairs to 
file a complaint, alleging that a police officer had sexually assaulted her. Getting the runaround 
from the officers at Internal Affairs, and feeling threatened and intimidated, she pulled out her 
Blackberry to get proof that they were refusing to help her file her claim. Tiawanda was charged 
with “eavesdropping” on the police, a charge that can bring up to 15 years in jail. 

Chris Drew, who himself was facing eavesdropping charges, was also a supporter of Tiawanda. 
He attended both days of the trial and was present when the jury read its verdict.  Through this 
case, I got to know Chris and he has since passed away from lung cancer. But he wrote the 
following about Tiawanda in an e-mail blast that he sent out to his supporters after the verdict 
and I think it’s worth reading: 

“Ms. Moore is twenty years old and very much still trying to discover herself in this world. The 
Tribune calls her a former stripper but she is first a young woman struggling to survive in a 
depressed economy. She is too young to have established a career out of anything yet. She has 
every right to expect justice from our system and she is a brave fighter for women’s rights. She 
stood up to the intimidation of Chicago police to lodge her complaint of sexual abuse. Anyone 
who listened to the testimony Tuesday and Wednesday at her trial knows that took a very brave 
spirit. We should expect more from the newspaper of record in reporting behind the scenes. 
They should examine in depth the way Cook County State’s Attorney Office shields police 
misconduct. 

She fought against a culture of intimidation other women of any background might face when 
they try to lodge a complaint against the Chicago Police for sexual misconduct. She won putting 
the Cook County State’s Attorney on notice that they should not be shielding police who violate 
citizen’s rights with malicious prosecutions of this type. Her win is a win for all women and all 
citizens who expect justice from Cook County. Her attorney argued that she was being 
intimidated out of her right to file a complaint by police who were breaking their own rules in 
doing so.” 

 

 

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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new jersey four’s storyNew Jersey 4 Story 
from Beth Richie, Arrested Justice (2012), p. 12-13. 

EVENT:  
Venice, Terrain, Patreese, Renate and three of their friends  - young African American 
lesbian-identified women (19-24) were walking through the streets of Greenwich Village,New 
York. A young man selling DVDs began to sexually proposition, insult, and hurl degrading 
proclamations at them.  After continued harassment, they confronted him.  When the aggressor 
spat in the face of one of them and threw a lighted cigarette, a physical fight ensued.  He pulled 
out patches of hair of one of the women and choked a second one.  Two young white men 
intervened to help the women.  At some point, the young man who began the assault was 
stabbed in the abdomen.  He initially reported to the police that he was stabbed by one of the 
men who had intervened. 
 
The aggressor was never charged with a crime, and he is an African American man reported to 
be a part-time student at an elite university in Greenwich Village.  The two white men who 
intervened were never interviewed by the police. 
 
All seven of the women … were arrested and charged with crimes such as ‘gang assault.’ 
Three of the women took plea agreements.  The other four went to trial and were found guilty. 
Terrain Dandridge spent two years in prison, after which her conviction was overturned.  Renata 
Hill and Vernice Brown served more than two years and then were released on bail after a 
re-trial.  Patreese Johnson, initially sentenced to 11 years, has had her sentence reduced to 8 
years and continues to be held in a New York State Prison.” 
 
RESPONSE: Widespread media coverage. Mainstream gay rights and women’s antiviolence 
organizations did not attend trials or get involved, and no African American leaders who are 
known for dealing with racial profiling and hate crimes responded.  
 
NOTE: Now a powerful, grassroots advocacy network led by mostly queer young women of 
color and members of transgender community are supporting the women. Info: 
freenj4.wordpress.com 
 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 
ANALYSIS: 
How would a Black feminist intersectional framework analyze the story? 
 
How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 
 
How was the treatment of this group of young Black lesbian women by the harasser, the police, 
and various movements shaped by global capitalism?  What if any connections do you see 
between their experiences and other women whose lives are impacted by global capitalism?  
 
STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 
What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be improved, 
expanded, transformed? 
 
How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the broader structures 
and contexts, and the laws and social policies of criminalization?  

from Beth Richie’s Arrested Justice

black feminist transformative justice
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a young woman’s storyYoung Woman’s Story  
from Beth Richie’s Arrested Justice: 

 
EVENT: 
Young woman goes into labor at school, delivers baby herself, puts newborn into 
her backpack, and places backpack in dumpster behind her south side Chicago 
high school. 
 
RESPONSE:  
Silence from antiviolence service and advocacy communities, and 
community-based organizations.  Media constructed the sensational story that 
demonized the young woman and then shifted the story to one about an ongoing 
labor strike in the city.  Friends claimed ignorance of the pregnancy, teachers 
responded with shock, and parents denied any knowledge of the young woman’s 
impending crisis. 
  
Richie: “A dramatic and troubling narrative emerged that portrayed a ruthless, 
irresponsible, and brutally uncaring young Black woman whose unconscionable 
behavior was heroically revealed by reporters covering the labor strike.  By 
nightfall, most audiences accepted this analysis of the infant’s death because of 
the way moral condemnation and institutional disregard for their well-being have 
shaped the general conceptions of young women of color’s lives in contemporary 
society.” (5-6) 
 

POTENTIAL: QUESTIONS / MAPPING / STRATEGIZING 
ANALYSIS: 
How would a Black feminist intersectional framework  analyze the story? 
 
How can we situate the story within violence matrix? 
 
How is this young woman’s experience and the response to it shaped by global 
capitalism?  What if any connections do you see between her experience and 
that of other young women transnationally whose lives are impacted by global 
capitalism?  
 
STRATEGIZING AND MOBILIZATION: 
What are current spaces for support and services? How would they need to be 
improved, expanded, transformed? 
 
How could community be organized to address the particular situation, the 
broader structures and contexts, and the laws and social policies of 
criminalization?  
  

from Beth Richie’s Arrested Justice

black feminist transformative justice
responses to violence
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introduction
According to the ACLU, nearly 60 percent of 
people in women’s prisons nationwide, and 
as much as 94 percent of some women’s 
prison populations, have a history of physical 
or sexual abuse before being incarcerated. 
These numbers are high because survivors 
are systematically punished for taking action 
to protect themselves and their children while 
living in unstable and dangerous conditions of 
violence. Survivors are criminalized for self-
defense, failing to control abusers’ violence, 
migration, removing children from abusive 
people, being coerced into criminalized activity, 
and securing resources needed to live day to 
day while suffering economic abuse.

Domestic violence is a crucial part of the paths 
to criminalization of survivors of violence. 
Cases such as those of Marissa Alexander, 
Bresha Meadows and Naomi Freeman are 
important because the cases represent a 
challenge to feminist anti-violence efforts that 
have become intertwined with the criminal 
punishment apparatus through advocating 
for pro-criminalization policies that endanger 
survivors (such as mandatory arrest laws), 
establishing uncritical partnerships with police 
and prosecutors (even as people across the 
country organize against police violence), and 
failing to advocate and organize for survivors 
targeted for prosecution. Will organizations that 
address gender-based violence re-evaluate 
their relationships with an empowered police 
state?

The cases of Bresha, Marissa, Naomi and other 
criminalized survivors demand that our critiques 
of prisons, jails and detention centers reflect a 
comprehensive understanding of the ways in 
which gender violence, racism, homelessness, 
lack of healthcare, disability and poverty have 
fueled the rise of our prison nation. During the

Obama era, we saw an increase in critiques of 
prisons and policing, but those critiques often 
relied on an exceptionalist narrative that argues 
for the release of prisoners who are deemed 
most deserving of freedom, such as “non-
violent drug offenders.” If we are serious about 
advancing a program of decarceration and 
about pushing for an end to profoundly violent 
systems of punishment, then we MUST address 
people who are criminalized for violent offenses.

Organizing campaigns that might only focus 
on non-violent offenses would also necessarily 
exclude people like Bresha, Naomi, and 
Marissa. This strategy presumes that people 
who are convicted of a “violent crime” do not 
deserve to be free, in which case survivors 
like Bresha, Naomi and Marissa who are 
criminalized for self-defense will be abandoned. 
An exceptionalist framework is also presumed 
to be the most pragmatic approach for reform, 
but freeing only “non-violent offenders” is in no 
way pragmatic for Bresha, Naomi and Marissa, 
among others. Exceptionalist arguments 
also entrench, rather than weaken, systems 
of punishment because they reinforce the 
legitimacy of prisons for everyone else. As 
we organize to end mass criminalization, the 
focus of our analyses and messaging should 
not be on who “deserves” freedom, but on 
the destructive social conditions that rely on 
punishment, scarcity and control to give rise to 
a prison nation.

There is a dearth of data about gender nonconforming people 
and trans women in men’s prisons. People who identify as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender are incarcerated at twice 
the rate of American adults who do not identify as LGBTQ. 
Sixteen percent of transgender and gender non- conforming 
respondents to a national survey had spent time in jail or 
prison, in comparison to about 5% of all American adults, with 
higher rates for transgender women (21%) than transgender 
men (10%). 

1

1

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
introduction
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The defense campaigns that we have co-
founded and supported over the years have 
insisted that prisons are fundamentally violent, 
not just for some, but for all. Our organizing 
strategies must be bolder than the institutions 
that we are challenging. 

This curriculum template is intended to 
help activists, advocates, organizers and 
community members to learn more about 
the criminalization of domestic violence 
survivors. We hope that you will use it during 
this October’s domestic violence awareness 
month and beyond to raise consciousness and 
to encourage others to join the fight to end the 
criminalization of survival.  

Adapted from Yes, Trump Is President. 
We Can’t Compromise in the Fight Against 
Criminalization by Alisa Bierria and Mariame 
Kaba. http://inthesetimes.com/article/19821/yes-
trump-is-president-and-we-cant-compromise-in-
the-fight-against-criminal 

note from mariame
This curriculum template was developed by Mariame Kaba. It benefitted from contributions by 
Holly Krig, Andy Smith and Lewis Wallace. Santera Michels also provided valuable feedback 
about the curriculum template. All of the problems with this document however are entirely the 
responsibility of Mariame.

On October 16, 2018, Survived and Punished (S & P) will be releasing a resource guide that 
includes curriculum units for workshops and various activities that can be used for popular 
education and consciousness-raising focused on the intersections between racialized gender-
based violence and criminalization. Some of the activities and curriculum units included in the 
resource guide are existing ones and some are new. The resource guide focuses on women 
(trans and cis), girls, genderqueer and gender nonconforming people. 

The resource guide will be posted at the Survived and Punished website and available for 
downloading: https://survivedandpunished.org. It was conceived and edited by Mariame Kaba 
and includes contributions from Iliana Figueroa, Jane Hereth, Holly Krig, Colby Lenz, Deana 
Lewis, Chez Rumpf, Ann Russo and Hyejin Shim. Danbee Kim designed both this resource 
guide and the accompanying curriculum template.

S & P is an all-volunteer formation, and we need & appreciate financial contributions for our 
work. You can donate here: https://survivedandpunished.org/donate/. 

note from mariame

Art by Molly 
Crabapple
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• To introduce basic concepts/ideas to enable 
participants to understand some of the dynamics that 
contribute to the criminalization of domestic violence 
survivors.

agenda goals
• Introduction 
     (20 mins) 

• Brainstorming 
Terms (20 mins)

• Mind Map & 
Defining PIC (20 
mins)

• Historical 
Timeline (25-40 
mins) 

• Case Study (30-
40 mins)

• Myths/Facts 
About DV (30 
mins)

• Taking Action 
(25 mins)

• Closing (10 
mins)

• AV equipment and access to internet (not required 
because other activities can be substituted)

• Large pieces of paper (with easel) or large whiteboard/
blackboard

• Markers and pens/pencils
• Post-it notes
• Handouts (case study for Naomi Freeman if you 

decide to focus on her story; statistics/facts in the 
appendix; poem)

materials

Total time 
3.5-4 hrs

This is a half day workshop if you facilitate the entire agenda 
& include breaks. However, you can pick and choose which 
activities you want to offer to participants based on your 
available time and the goals of your workshop.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
selected activities for a workshop
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Name, gender pronoun (if they want to share), why are you participating in the 
workshop/event (if there’s time for this)

Facilitator introduction – Who are you? Why are you facilitating this workshop?

Facilitator Note: You will certainly have survivors of domestic and other forms of 
violence in the room. Make sure that you have a list of local domestic violence and 
sexual violence resources with you so that you can share those with people who might 
need them as they leave. Also, make sure that you tell everyone at the start of the 
workshop/event that if they find themselves feeling overwhelmed, it’s OK to get up and 
take a break. If you have a local DV organization in your community, you might want to 
ask if they might send a counselor to your event so the person can be on site in case 
people need support during the session. 

introduction

Ask participants to brainstorm words they have heard used to describe domestic 
violence. Often we hear words like “battering,” “partner abuse,” “dating violence,” 
“intimate partner violence,” “physical violence,” “emotional violence,” “domestic abuse,” 
etc… 

Write out the definition of domestic violence (DV) on large paper or board so 
participants can read it.

Domestic violence is a pattern of physical and psychological abuse, threats, 
intimidation, isolation or economic coercion used by one person to exert power and 
control over another person in the context of a dating, family or household relationship. 
Domestic violence is maintained by societal and cultural attitudes, institutions and laws 
which are not consistent in naming this violence as wrong.

Ask for someone to volunteer to read the definition out loud and then ask participants 
what they think of the definition. Is there anything that’s missing for them?

brainstorming terms

20 mins

20 mins

Criminalizing 

domestic violence

activity 2a
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Facilitator Note: Make sure to point out that DV is a PATTERN of control that 
happens over time, in which one person is trying to gain power and control over 
their partner. This means that we cannot tell if one incident is abuse or not. Instead, 
we look for patterns of power and control. Also point out that DV includes different 
types of behaviors such as threats, isolation, emotional abuse etc…  Also DV is 
not mutual, this is important to highlight. DV is about one person in the relationship 
using power and control to control the other person. Survivors might fight back – 
whether physically, emotionally, or in some other way – but the point of that action 
is to protect themselves or to regain control over their own lives, not to control their 
partner. As such, they are not being abusive. 

A note about language: Sometimes people use the term “partner abuse” rather 
than domestic violence. The term “partner abuse” is inclusive of relationships 
other than marriage and cohabitation. Because it includes “partner,” it can be more 
inclusive of LGBTQ relationships. The term also puts the focus on abuse rather than 
just physical violence. The term does have limitations too. For example, many young 
people do not label the person they are with a “partner.” For the purposes of this 
workshop, tell participants that you will use domestic violence.

Next, ask participants to brainstorm what comes to mind when they hear the term 
“criminalization.” 

If you have access to AV equipment, you can share the following short video 
(under 5 minutes) by the Black Alliance for Just Immigration (BAJI) to help them 
understand the concept of mass criminalization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
152q74zAB0 

OR

Write out the definition of criminalization on large paper or board so participants can 
read it.

You can use part of the following definition by Andrea Ritchie and Beth Richie from 
their report titled “The Crisis of Criminalization” (http://bcrw.barnard.edu/publications/
the-crisis-of-criminalization/). 

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
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“Criminalization is the social and political process by which society determines 
which actions or behaviors – and by who – will be punished by the state. At the most 
basic level, it involves passage and enforcement of criminal laws. While framed as 
neutral, decisions about what kinds of conduct to punish, how, and how much are 
very much a choice, guided by existing structures of economic and social inequality 
based on race, gender, sexuality, disability, and poverty, among others. To give just 
one well-known example, the decision to punish possession of crack cocaine up to 
100 times more severely than possession of powder cocaine – which is chemically 
identical to crack – was largely driven by perceptions about who used which drug: 
Black people were perceived to use crack at higher rates than white people. 

Criminalization extends beyond laws and policies to more symbolic – and more 
deeply entrenched – processes of creating categories of people deemed “criminals.” 
This process is fueled by widespread and commonly accepted stereotypes. These 
highly racialized and gendered narratives – whether they are about “thugs,” “crack 
mothers,” “welfare queens,” or “bad hombres” – are used to fuel a generalized 
state of anxiety and fear, and to brand people labeled “criminal” as threatening, 
dangerous, and inhuman. In this context, violence, banishment and exile, denial 
of protection, and restrictions on freedom, expression, movement, and ultimately 
existence of people deemed “criminal” within our communities becomes a “natural” 
response. 

Criminalizing narratives are also projected onto entire groups of people to justify 
practices such as “stop and frisk” programs targeting Black youth in low income 
communities of color or immigration checkpoints in Latinx communities. As a result, 
even as criminal laws change, the same populations continue to be targeted through 
ongoing practices.” 

Key points for facilitators to stress:
1. Since the late 1970s, criminalization has been the way to deal with the social 

problems produced by racial capitalism.

2. A number of institutions, policies and practices create a web of criminalization 
that ensnares women and girls of color in their schools, homes, communities, 
health care facilities, and social services. 

3. Racialized and gendered survival have been criminalized.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
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Criminalizing 

domestic violence

Depending on the time that you have available and the goal of your workshop, you can 
facilitate a discussion about the PIC with participants. 

Objective: To illustrate the connections between various players in the prison system, 
and where we all fit in, and to introduce a definition of the PIC.

Items needed:
Big sheet of butcher paper
Markers
Definition of the PIC written on butcher paper 

Mind-map and defining the 
Prison Industrial Complex

20 mins

activity 2b

1. Explain that the group is going to create a mind-map to get a sense of how we 
understand prisons.  The group will build off the map throughout the workshop and 
participants will learn from each other’s knowledge. For a visual example of a mind-
map, see The Corrections Documentary Project’s Mind-Map: http://correctionsproject.
com/prisonmaps/pic4.htm 

2. Write “Prisons” in a circle in the middle of a big piece of butcher paper.

3. Ask: Who is affected by prisons (prisoners, families, guards, communities, towns, 
politicians)? Write these around the center, circling each one, and connect them with 
a line to “Prisons” in the center.

4. Ask: Who else is affected by prisons, or connected to them in some way? What 
are some of the institutions that are connected to prisons (courts, police, schools, 
government, social services, media, corporations, etc)? Continue to draw these 
around the center with lines connecting to “Prisons”, and you may also draw lines 
connecting the topics, within or between the layers. For example, politicians—
government, families—prisoners, prisoners—guards.

5. Ask: What are some of the larger ideas related to prisons that influence these 
institutions and individuals (fear, violence, racism, war on drugs, etc.)? Continue to 
connect them to “Prisons” and to other topics. 
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6. Ask: Where do you fit in?  Where are you connected to this picture? Write these 
connections in an outer circle.  It could be anything from personal connections 
to incarcerated people, to buying prison-made goods. As in the last step, draw 
connections within or between layers.

7. Now that the group has created a map, let participants know that the group has 
developed a working definition of the Prison-Industrial Complex. Say: All of these 
structures and people and the connections between them make up the PIC, and that is 
why it is called a “complex.”

8. Read the Critical Resistance definition, first paragraph: Prison Industrial Complex 
(PIC) is a term we use to describe the overlapping interests of government and 
industry that use surveillance, policing, and imprisonment as solutions to economic, 
social, and political problems.

9. Say: We like Critical Resistance’s definition of the PIC, but the mind map points 
to how the prison-industrial complex can mean different things to different people. It 
has lots of different parts—government and prisons, but also corporations and people 
who keep it going. Our understanding of it will always be growing and changing, even 
during this workshop.

10. Ask: Does anyone have any questions or thoughts about this definition before we 
move on? Provide time for discussion of the mind-map definition and/or the Critical 
Resistance definition.

Facilitator Notes

1. Point out that white supremacy and racism are driving forces behind this system—
class, race, gender and the criminalization of poverty are also key to the extreme 
expansion of the PIC over the last 30 years.  Prison populations have grown times five 
since the 1970s, and people of color are disproportionately targeted at all levels from 
policing to sentencing.  The number of people under state supervision today exceeds 
6.5 million.

2. Gender and the PIC: Say: When we say “gender”, we mean a wide variety of 
intersections: although the vast majority of people caught up in the system are men, 
women are effected by the PIC in specific ways that include the risk of sexual violence, 
pregnancy while in prison, separation from children (as women are more often the 
primary caretakers, though not always), and other things we will discuss. In addition,
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transgender and gender-non-conforming people including people who cross-dress, 
people who do not “pass” because they don’t conform to gender norms, people who 
are gay, lesbian, bisexual or queer, and people who are transsexual (meaning that 
they identify as a different gender or sex than their assigned gender or sex, and may 
take hormones or require special medical attention) are the recipients of violence and 
discrimination both outside of and inside of the prison system, from police, lawyers, 
foster care systems, judges and juries, prison guards, probation officers, and other 
incarcerated people.

3. This doesn’t mean that non-transgender (cis) men do not also have a “gendered” 
experience of the PIC. Cis men are in gender-segregated facilities at all times, which 
in itself can reinforce dangerous ideas about masculinity.  Men are also at risk of many 
forms of violence within the PIC. 

4. In this curriculum resource, the use of women includes cisgender women and 
transgender women. The curriculum developer uses “women” acknowledging that its 
value as a term is limited by the gender binary it often operates to reinforce. However, 
it is in fact a term that still has meaning and relevance for many individuals and for 
understanding oppression.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence

Art by Micah 
Bazant
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Objective: To learn about key points in the history of the intersection between 
racialized gender violence and criminalization.

Items needed:
Long sheet of butcher paper or wall space
Markers
Make and Print out copies of PIC/VAW timeline cards, each on a separate sheet of 
paper (I’ve provided you with a list of events in the appendix that you can use)
Post it notes

Facilitator Notes (5 minutes):

1. This timeline provides a look at the intersections between racialized gender-based 
violence and criminalization.

2. REMIND participants this is not an exhaustive review of every single issue related 
to the criminalization of women, girls, and GNC people but is only a sampling of select 
events. Tell them that they will be invited to add what they know and think is important 
to this history on the timeline.

3. Exercises like this are helpful because they show the historic and current ways that 
people and communities are impacted by government, political events, and cultural 
events. 

4. Timelines are also a way to share our history of resistance, and tell the story of the 
ways people affected by these issues have fought back in small and big ways and 
have succeeded in creating social change.

There are at least three ways that you can structure this activity depending on group 
size, space, etc…

If you have a lot of wall space and want to streamline the activity, you can set it up as a 
gallery walk. You can do small group discussion. Or you can make it a very streamlined 
activity.

Historical Timeline 25-40 mins

activity 3

PIC/VAW timeline cards
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Gallery Walk Version (35 minutes total)
[Preparation: Before your teach-in begins, post timeline cards on your walls in
chronological order.] Facilitator instructs: Find a partner, ideally someone who you
don’t know, and tour the timeline. Feel free to chat as you tour, once you’re done take
a seat. 15 min

Debrief Timeline – 20 min (Large group or in pairs)

Once everyone is done touring, ask the following questions to help surface what
participants saw and learned.

Flip chart the following questions, one per page. Write up people’s answers as the
discussion moves forward:
• What did you learn or what was surprising about the timeline?
• Did you notice any specific trends?
• What’s missing from the timeline? What would you add?

Small Group Version (35 minutes)
[Preparation: Prior to beginning the teach in – create a timeline on a wall starting from
pre-1800 to 2018. Leave enough room for participants to post cards under and/or
above the dates.] Facilitator instructs: Break up into groups of at least 2 people. I
will be giving you some cards with historical information on them. [Note to facilitators:
there are a number of historical moments included in this timeline. Depending on the
number of participants in your workshop, hand out enough cards per group to allow
for all groups to have at least a couple of cards. You should also be sure to hand out
blank post-it notes so that groups can add their own historical moments to the 
timeline, should they choose.]

Read the cards and discuss them with your partner/group:
• Is this information that you already knew?
• Is this new information?
• If the info is not new, what more can you share with your partner/group about this 

era?
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2. After you’ve discussed the historical moments, please paste them on the timeline 
in the appropriate era.  Also you can add other information that you know about other 
historical moments that may not already be represented on the timeline.

3. I am going to ask for a volunteer from each pair or group to come up and discuss 
the historical moments that they posted on the timeline.

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, 
what do you notice are some reoccurring themes?”

Streamlined Timeline Activity (limited time and space, 20 minutes) 
There are some instances where facilitators might want to include some historical 
background but are pressed for time or perhaps have limited space. In that case, you 
can do a streamlined version of the timeline activity.

Give out 8 to 10 timeline cards to 8 to 10 different participants. [Note to facilitator: 
make sure that you pre-select the events that you think will best illustrate how girls/
young women have been criminalized throughout history.]

Review the timeline in chronological order by asking participants to come up and 
present/explain the event/historical moment they have and place it on the timeline (on 
a wall, blackboard, etc.).

At the end of the activity, facilitator says: “Now that we have filled out the timeline, 
what do you notice is a reoccurring theme?

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
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If you have a way to play video, facilitator opens by telling participants that they will 
be watching the first 10 minutes of an interview by Marissa Alexander: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=GqrfNY9YKG0&feature=youtu.be 

Facilitator Notes: Facilitator should say a little about Marissa Alexander before 
showing the interview. The following 2 minute video gives a summary of Marissa’s case 
and facilitators should watch it before running this workshop: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2gTCi6_Wqh8 

Marissa is a survivor of domestic violence from Jacksonville, FL who was prosecuted 
and threatened with 60 years in prison for defending her life from her abusive husband. 
In order to defend herself, Marissa fired a warning short, and did not even aim at her 
husband.  While George Zimmerman was freed on self-defense after killing Trayvon 
Martin, Marissa was imprisoned 20 years just for firing a warning short.  After serving a 
sentence of 3 years behind bars and 2 years on probation/house detention while being 
forced to wear and pay for a surveillance ankle monitor, Marissa Alexander was finally 
free on January 27, 2017.  

Ask the following questions after showing the first 10 minutes of the interview: 

1. What do you think are the most important issues that Marissa raised in the video? 
2. Did anything she said surprise you?
3. What did she say about self-defense? Who has the right to self-defense?
4. What was the role of the state in Marissa’s story? Before her act of self-defense?  
    Afterwards? What was the state’s response to the violence Marissa was 
    experiencing?
5. Marissa stated that what she did in self-defense worked and she didn’t harm 
   anyone. How does Marissa’s definition of harm differ from the state’s? Does this 
   matter?
6. How do race, class, sexuality, and gender expression affect what our society sees 
    as violent?

case study: marissa alexander or naomi freeman
30-40 minsactivity 4
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If you don’t have access to AV equipment to show video, use the Naomi Freeman case 
study. 

Directions:
• Pass out the Naomi case study
• Instruct everyone to silently read the case study or the facilitator can read the case 

study out loud.
• Then ask everyone to discuss the questions posed in small groups.
• After 20 minutes, bring everyone back together to debrief the activity (do not ask 

each group to respond to each question for the sake of time)
• You can also stay as a large group to discuss the questions.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence

Facilitators can tell participants what happened with Naomi’s case.

Later that summer, members of Moms United Against Violence and Incarceration 
(MUAVI) were able to meet with Naomi Freeman and get in touch with her attorney 
and lawyer with some help from Cabrini Green Legal Aid’s CLAIM (Chicago Legal 
Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers) program. Though the only public information about 
her case were crime beat stories painting Naomi as a jealous girlfriend, it appeared 
similar to other cases in which women acted in defense of their lives. After a number of 
conversations with Naomi and her attorney, MUAVI, Love & Protect (formerly Chicago 
Alliance to Free Marissa Alexander), and the Chicago Community Bond Fund (CCBF) 
partnered to raise money to get Naomi released on bond, with the goal of getting her 
released before Christmas, just entering her 3rd trimester. CCBF posted bond on 
December 23, 2015.

Throughout 2016, MUAVI, Love & Protect, and CCBF organized court support, held a 
community baby shower for Naomi, raised funds for housing after her mom passed, 
and uplifted her case in social media efforts tied to other criminalized survivors. In 
2016, a campaign to oust then-current Cook County State’s Attorney, Anita Alvarez, 
resulted in the election of Kim Foxx, on a mandate to reform that office, and specifically 
how it addresses the criminalization of survivors and holds the Chicago Police 
Department accountable for violence targeted against Black communities. 

Naomi case study
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In 2017 the Chicago Metropolitan Battered Women’s Network agreed to set up a 
meeting with members of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s office. The meeting 
occurred in August 2017, and focused on three cases in which women were currently 
charged with first-degree murder. The group asserted both that violence was a direct 
provocation and that domestic abuse was the underlying story of each case, and that 
they were similar to nationally known cases in which supporters were demanding 
freedom for survivors. The women charged were Paris Knox, Caress Shumaker and 
Naomi Freeman. Their respective defense attorneys held separate meetings with the 
Assistant State’s Attorney (Jennifer Gonzalez) who attended the group meeting with 
CMBWN. 

By September of 2017, Naomi Freeman’s first degree murder charge was reduced 
to involuntary manslaughter with 30 months of probation and a requirement to visit a 
mental health professional monthly. Caress Shumaker’s charges were dismissed. Paris 
Knox, who had already been incarcerated for 13 years and had won a new trial, was 
offered a reduction to 2nd degree murder and time served, plus parole. 

Naomi Freeman (and Paris and Caress) have returned to community.  

Facilitator Notes [emphasize the following points to participants]: 
• Marissa’s and Naomi’s stories underscore the intersection(s) between gender-

based violence and criminalization. 

• “The treatment of Marissa Alexander is a consequence of the growing crisis of 
prisons and policing in the US as well as a product of anti-black racism and sexism 
which drives individuals and institutions to punish black women when they defend 
themselves from violence. Her case is one of many that shows us how black 
women and other marginalized people are especially likely to be blamed and 
criminalized while trying to navigate and survive the conditions of violence in their 
lives.” The same can be said for Naomi.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
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• Danielle McGuire has written in her excellent book “At the Dark End of the Street” 
that there was a time in this country when it was presumed that black women 
could not be raped. The idea was that they were naturally promiscuous and that 
their bodies were inviolate. In other words, no never meant no for black and brown 
women (and some poor white women). This idea has carried over to the concept of 
“self-defense” as applied to women of color. If Black women’s bodies can always be 
violated and if Black women are easily killable, then the notion of self-defense can 
never apply. Black women do not have a “self” worth defending. For more about this 
idea, you can read this post by Jasmine Montgomery: http://www.usprisonculture.
com/blog/2014/02/11/guest-post-on-marissa-alexander-and-the-politics-of-
defenseless-defense/ or listen to Mariame’s interview about McGuire’s book: http://
www.thelitreview.org/episode-12.html. 

• Black women are almost three times as likely to be killed as a result of domestic 
violence than white women.

• Despite the prevalence of domestic violence in the lives of Black women, they are 
less likely to seek help and more likely to fight back.

 
• A Black woman is 80% more likely to be convicted for killing her abuser. 

• Multiple studies indicate that between 71% and 95% of incarcerated women have 
experienced physical violence from an intimate partner. Many have experienced 
multiple forms of physical and sexual abuse in childhood and as adults. See 
Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor in Incarceration, Dichter & 
Osthoff, VAWnet, 2015 [Attached to this curriculum template are two fact sheets 
that you can use to discuss facts and figures related to the intersections between 
gender-based violence and criminalization.] 

Criminalizing 
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two fact sheets that you can use to discuss facts and figures related to the 
intersection between gender-based violence and criminalization.]
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[This is not an essential activity. It is offered in case you want to deepen the 
conversation about gender-based violence with your group to get at people’s cultural 
beliefs.]

This activity focuses on basic myths and facts about sexual assault and domestic 
violence that might be present in most 40 hour trainings.  However, some of the myths/
facts have been changed to speak to some of the realities regarding with the problems 
of the criminal legal system as the presumed solution for addressing domestic/sexual 
violence.  The strategy is to present some challenges to assumptions people may 
have about criminalization in a more low-key manner. Each question should not be 
so much “answered,” but serve as a prompt to discuss some key issues.  These key 
issues are identified under each question.  Each question should provoke a 5-minute 
discussion.  In addition, some people may have disagreements about some of these 
issues.  Disagreement does not need to be shut down, but the facilitator should focus 
on getting key facts out.  You can organize this as a four corner activity: https://www.
facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/four-corners 

Myth #1: Most sexual assaults are committed by strangers
• Issues to discuss: Vast majority of sexual assaults are by someone you know.  

People are often afraid of assaults in the street and develop precautions for 
such scenarios, but do not have strategies for addressing where they are most 
vulnerable to assault.

Myth #2: Mothers should be punished if they do not protect their children from abuse
• Issues to discuss: Mothers are often blamed more for not protecting children from 

abuse than the abuser (especially if they are a man).  If a mother is herself being 
abused, how easily can she protect her child? Women are often criminalized for not 
protecting children from abuse to the same extent or even harsher than the abuser 
is.

Myth #3: It is easy for people to leave abusive relationships
• Issues to discuss: Majority of survivors leave an abusive partner several times 

before they finally leave for good.  Survivors are most likely to be killed by an 
abuser after they leave.  Most survivors who kill their partners have called the police 
several times before resorting to lethal force.

myths & facts about domestic violence
activity 4B

30 mins
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Myth #4: With the increased awareness about domestic violence and improvements in 
the legal system, it is much easier for survivors to receive protection.
• Issues to discuss: Mandatory arrest laws have actually led to an increase in 

death rates for survivors, particularly Black women. Survivors themselves are 
sometimes arrested under mandatory arrests laws. The police are not actually 
required to protect women from abuse when they call. The police themselves have 
disproportionately high rates of domestic violence.

Myth #5: Prosecutions are effective strategies to hold people who do harm 
accountable
• Issues to discuss: About only 1 in 10 cases are even reported.  Very few of them 

are prosecuted. The point of this is to trouble the assumption that prosecution is the 
most effective way to address gender violence.

Myth #6: A survivor should always immediately report an assault to the police
• Issues to discuss: There are many unintended consequences to reporting to the 

police, particularly depending on one’s status.  Sex workers are often arrested if 
they report sexual assault.  Undocumented people risk deportation.  The police 
themselves can perpetrate gender violence, particularly against trans people and 
women of color.  The point of the discussion is also to shed light on why some 
people might not call the police or feel they have no alternative but to address 
gender violence directly.

Criminalizing 

domestic violence
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There are a number of ways to support criminalized survivors of violence:

Organize a defense campaign.  
A defense campaign is a grassroots effort to secure the freedom of a person targeted 
for criminalization through community organizing, political pressure, community 
education, legal advocacy, media advocacy, and other strategies.  Campaigns 
generally build a grassroots base of supporters to amplify the call for the person’s 
freedom and bring attention to oppressive policies and practices that led to the 
person’s criminalization.

The anti-violence movement has a historical legacy of defense campaigns – including 
Joan Little (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IWP3yQI0UQ) and others.
More recent defense campaigns have been organized around Marissa Alexander, 
Bresha Meadows, and more.

Some defense campaigns are organized by friends, family, and activists whose 
work resonates with the case. Some defense campaigns organized because the 
case represents some larger political issue that the campaign can help emphasize. 
For information about how to organize defense campaigns, explore the Survived 
& Punished defense campaign toolkit: https://survivedandpunished.org/defense-
campaign-toolkit/ 

Organize court watches in support of criminalized survivors: 
https://survivedandpunished.org/court-watch-toolkit/ 

Organize letter writing events to support incarcerated survivors: 
https://survivedandpunished.org/guide-to-writing-letters/ 

Support or launch mass commutation campaigns for criminalized survivors: 
https://survivedandpunished.org/commutations-campaign/ 

If you are part of a domestic violence organization, take a look at the checklist 
attached to this template so that you can improve in terms of serving and 
partnering with criminalized survivors.

How Can You Help/Take Action
activity 5

25 mins
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Read the following poem by Rachel White Domain together as a closing. 

closing 10 mins

For people interested in learning more about intersections between racialized gender-
based violence and criminalization, direct them to the work of Survived and Punished 
(https://survivedandpunished.org), Love and Protect (http://loveandprotect.org),  Black 
& Pink (http://www.blackandpink.org), the National Council for Incarcerated and 
Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls (https://www.nationalcouncil.us), National 
Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women (https://www.ncdbw.org), Women 
& Justice Project (https://womenandjusticeproject.org), NYC Anti-Violence Project 
(https://avp.org), STEPS to End Family Violence (https://www.egscf.org/programs/
steps/criminal-justice-services/), Moms United to End Violence and Incarceration 
(https://www.facebook.com/MomsUnitedChi/), and more.

For those who are interested in stories about incarcerated women, visit Just Us 
Voices (http://testif-i.com) and Women + Prison: A Site For Resistance (http://www.
womenandprison.org).    

NCADV (domestic violence awareness month) Toolkit – Survivor Speaks -- http://www.
ncadv.org/SurvivorSpeaks 

No Selves to Defend: The Legacy of Criminalizing Self Defense and Survival – A Site 
for Book & Poetry Discussions: noselves2defend.com - This site created by Mariame 
Kaba offers resources for people who want to run book and poetry discussion groups 
about survivors of violence who are criminalized for self-defense and survival.
No Selves to Defend Exhibition Site -- http://noselves2defend.tumblr.com 

Ny Nourn’s Tedx Talk about her #SurvivedAndPunished journey: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=rKcXWvDi5uw 

A Toolkit for Systems Advocacy on Behalf of Victims of Battering Charged with Crimes 
by Sue Osthoff and Jane Sadusky, National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered 
Women Philadelphia, PA, December 2016 -- https://www.ncdbw.org/pubs-toolkit 

resources

following poem by Rachel White Domain
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Racialized Gender-Based Violence & Criminalization: U.S.-Focused Historical Timeline

Naomi Freeman Case Study 

Statistics activity re: women and LGBTQGNC people in the criminal legal system 

PIC/VAW Statistics 

Checklist

Closing Poem
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Racialized Gender-Based Violence & 
Criminalization: U.S.-Focused Historical Timeline 

Compiled by Mariame Kaba & Ann Russo (with contributions from Alisa Bierria, Vikki Law, Chez 
Rumpf, Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-Samarasinha)

Pre-1492
Pre-European settler contact. The laws of many nations, including First Nations clan mother 
law, have community-based ways of dealing with rape and abuse, which are extremely rare. 
Marriage is not patriarchal; women have relationships as they like; relationships end when 
people want them to end; Two Spirit people are honored; many genders exist.

1492
European colonial invasion of North America begins (as colonization is also encroaching 
on Africa, Asia, Oceania, and Central and South America). White settlers employ 
enslavement of Black people; Black Codes/Fugitive Slave Acts; Indian Acts; anti-Asian/
Latinx laws; Christian supremacy; corporal punishment; forced labor; biological warfare; 
resource extraction; family separation; cultural repression; and prisons/institutionalization 
to control BIPOC, queer, disabled and/or non-cis male populations. Sexual and physical 
violence is embedded in all of these forms of systemic violence and created/encouraged 
by them. Sexual and physical violence is not illegal and is normalized and/or used as a 
weapon of colonization in residential schools and plantations. At the same time, all of these 
populations resist.

1681
Beginning with Massachusetts’s execution of Maria, a young enslaved woman, for arson-
murder in September 1681, officials executed 58 enslaved women before 1790, and 126 
enslaved women from 1790 to emancipation.

1711
The first recorded execution of a Native American woman occurred when Waisoiusksquaw 
was hung in Connecticut for the murder of her husband.

1790
Philadelphia’s Walnut Street Jail, the first penitentiary in the United States, opens.

1821
New York’s Auburn Prison opens with the silent system of prison discipline. It eventually 
becomes the model for the modern U.S. prison system.
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1825
Rachel Welch became pregnant at Auburn prison while serving a punishment in a solitary 
cell. Five months into her pregnancy, she was brutally flogged by a prison guard named 
Ebenezer Cobb. She died shortly after. Cobb was convicted of assault & battery, fined $25, 
and allowed to keep his job. Welch’s death prompted New York officials to build the Mount 
Pleasant Prison Annex for women on the grounds of Sing Sing in Mount Pleasant, New 
York in 1839.

1826
While a New York court heard a runaway case in City Hall, a large concourse of Black 
people (including many women) waited anxiously outside for the result. Fearing that the 
Blacks might become unruly, the mayor ordered the constables to disperse the crowd at 
about one o’clock. The police officers managed this maneuver with some difficulty, but by 
four o’clock, the Black people had gathered again and in greater numbers. The crowd was 
restless. One Black woman swaggered “about the part with a stick in her hands crying out 
where are the Virginians.” A short time later, after winning his court case, the slavecatcher 
and some of his witnesses left the City Hall. The assembled Black people bombarded them 
with bricks, sticks, and stones. The police attempted to intercede. One Black member of the 
crowd hurled a brick that hit one officer in the face, breaking “the bridge of his nose, and 
disfigur[ing] him in a frightful manner.” The constable and the watch arrested several people 
who were more actively involved in the conflict, but the disturbance continued elsewhere. In 
nearby Ann Street, a group of Black people chased a white man, shouting “kill him, kill him.” 
The police also had to stop an attack on the slavecatcher’s house.  

1830’s
Cherokee people who were forcibly removed from their land embark on the Trail of Tears, 
during which U.S. soldiers routinely commit sexual violence against Cherokee women.

1836
In 1836, a group of Black women stormed the courtroom of Chief Justice Shaw to whisk two 
enslaved women, Eliza Small and Polly Ann Bates, to safety. The two had been freed on a 
writ of habeas corpus brought by the abolitionist lawyer Samuel Sewall and the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society (BFASS), after their master’s agent had them apprehended 
aboard a ship. When the agent tried again to have them remanded under the provisions 
of the federal slave law, the women acted, on Sewall’s signal. The “abolition riot” involving 
the women and the alleged dereliction of duty of Sheriff C.P. Sumner, a man of anti-slavery 
convictions and Charles Sumner’s father, led northern conservatives to warn of a new 
phase in the abolitionist war against slavery (Sinha, 2016, p. 385).
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1848
Louisiana was the only slave state that passed legislation mandating the auction of children 
born to enslaved women inmates (Derbes, 2013, p. 278). This process was enabled by an 
1848 Louisiana law titled: “An Act Providing for the disposal of such slaves as are or may be 
born in the Penitentiary, the issue of convicts.” Brett Josef Derbes (2013) documents that: 

“Eleven children were torn away from their mothers in the Louisiana state prison at 
approximately the age of ten years old and sold into slavery, with the proceeds going to the 
‘free school fund.’ Four of those children were sent to plantations owned by the lessees of 
the penitentiary. Records of the transactions were difficult to locate, and the children are 
documented in only a handful of official penitentiary records. The 1850 slave schedule 
revealed that the children were kept in the penitentiary as property of the state, but only the 
1860 population census identified their place of birth as ‘born in the penitentiary’” (p. 288).

1849
Colonial American women form networks to assist women seeking to flee from abusive 
husbands.

1850’s
Women’s Rights Movement identifies “male licentiousness and cruelty” as a major problem 
facing women.

1855
On June 23, 1855, after enduring five years of sexual violence, Celia, a 19-year old 
Missouri enslaved woman killed her master, Robert Newsom. Her court-appointed defense 
lawyers suggested that a Missouri law permitting a woman to use deadly force to defend 
herself against sexual advances extended to enslaved as well as free women. Despite this 
vigorous defense, the court disagreed with the argument, and Celia was found guilty of 
murder and sentenced to death by hanging. After an appeal of the case failed, Celia was 
hanged on December 21, 1855.

1865
Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is passed and ratified, ending slavery 
(except for those convicted of a crime).

Black women kidnapped, robbed, and raped by Union soldiers during occupation of 
Richmond, Virginia.
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1866
Black women testify before Congress, following the Memphis Riots of May 1866, regarding 
their experiences of being gang-raped by mobs of white men. Specifically, Frances 
Thompson, a formerly enslaved transgender person, and Lucy, a 17-year-old formerly 
enslaved girl, testify before Congress about being assaulted, robbed, and raped in their 
home by white men, including 2 police officers, during the Memphis Riots. 

The “Black Codes” begin to be passed across the South – criminalizing vagrancy and 
creating new categories of crimes targeting Black people.

1869
Michigan enacts the U.S.’s first indeterminate sentencing law, which “authorized the state 
to incarcerate women convicted of prostitution for up to three years” (Gottschalk 2006:117). 
The idea was that although women engaging in prostitution were “fallen women,” they were 
capable of reform. The goal of reforming and rehabilitating fallen women justified longer 
prison sentences. Citing Nicole Rafter, Marie Gottschalk (2006:117) explains that this 
law signified “an important turning point in penal policy by singling out women for special 
treatment and establishing the precedent of indeterminate sentencing.”

1871
Alabama is the first state to rescind the legal right of men to beat their wives (Fulgrahm v. 
State). Massachusetts also declares wife-beating illegal.

State Penitentiary at Angola (Louisiana) held 228 prisoners, 10 of whom were women. All 
10 women were Black.

1873
The first prison completely devoted to women, the Indiana Reformatory Institution for 
Women and Girls, opens.

Comstock Law prohibits dissemination of information about birth control and pornography 
through the mail.

1875
The Page Act, the first U.S. immigration law, bans immigration of “Chinese” women and 
people who have engaged in prostitution. 

The first drug law also targets Chinese opium dens.
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1879
The Industrial School for Girls is established in Evanston, Illinois based on a law authorizing 
the placement in such schools of girls who were found begging on the streets, consorting 
with thieves, loitering in a “house of ill fame,” or living in poor houses.

State Penitentiary at Angola (Louisiana) held 228 prisoners, 10 of whom were women. All 
10 women were Black.

1880
Wounded Knee massacre of 230 Lakota women and children.

1882
Maryland is the first state to pass a law that makes wife-beating a crime, punishable by 40 
lashes, or a year in jail.

Black women were 3% of the 2,364 Black lynching victims identified in 10 southern states 
between 1882 and 1930

1885
Congress passed the Major Crimes Act, which obliterated restorative justice approaches to 
dispute resolution among Native tribes and replaced them with a punitive model on Indian 
reservations. Lengthy labor and confinement in prison became punishment for Native youth 
(Bell & Ridolfi, 2008).

1891
Ida B. Wells launches nation-wide anti-lynching campaign exposing the myth of the Black 
rapist that was used to fuel white lynch mobs; the myth of southern white male chivalry/
protection of white women; and the invisibility of the rape of Black women (which the Black 
Women’s Club Movement subsequently took up as a central issue).

1904
Over 13,300 women are committed to U.S. prisons – 21.3% were described as Negro 
and, interestingly, only 15.3% of male prisoners were Black. So, Black women were more 
disproportionately incarcerated than their male counterparts.
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1910
Sarah Haley’s research suggests that between 1910 and 1935, 40% of Black women in 
Georgia who applied for pardons after being convicted of murder claimed self-defense 
against partners/people who were sexual assaulting or using other types of physical 
violence against them.

Congress passes the Mann Act to fight prostitution across state lines.

1913
Mary Wilson, a “Negro” woman, was arrested and charged with the murder of Olaf Olson, 
a trooper of Fort Sam Houston. “According to Sheriff Tobin the woman signed a written 
confession and a copy of this has been presented to the grand jury. She waived preliminary 
examination before Justice Campbell and was bound over without bail. The woman stated 
that the soldier was at her house Sunday night and threatened her. When she started to go 
to a friend’s home, she said, he followed her and caught hold of her. Believing he intended 
to do her bodily injury, she says, she drew a revolver and shot him.”

1918
Lynching of Mary Turner, who publicly protested the murder of her husband after he 
was killed for resisting the abuse inflicted by a notorious plantation owner who procured 
indentured laborers through jails by posting bond.

1930
On February 10, 1930, a white police officer, Charles Guerand, attempted to rape 14-year-
old Hattie McCray in the New Orleans restaurant where she worked. Prevented from 
attacking her, Guerand proceeded to shoot and kill the Black teenager. He was convicted 
of her murder, sentenced to death, only to be released to an asylum and eventually freed a 
couple of years later.

1935
The federal welfare program Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC) is established 
as Title IV-A of the Social Security Act. It guaranteed means-tested federal assistance to 
children in poor families.

In February 1935, Susie Lattimore, who was 15 years old, went to a local tavern, had a few 
drinks, and stabbed another patron who later died. She was transferred to adult court and 
sentenced to 25 years in prison for first-degree murder. As a result of her case, the State’s 
Attorney gained the power to prosecute any child over the age of 10 and sentence them to 
an adult correctional facility. 
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1944
Recy Taylor, a Black mother and sharecropper, was kidnapped and gang-raped by a 
carload of white men in Abbeville, Alabama. The NAACP sent Rosa Parks to investigate. 
Parks organized the “Committee for Equal Justice for the Rights of Mrs. Recy Taylor,” 
which launched an international movement that the Chicago Defender called the “strongest 
campaign for equal justice in a decade.”

1945
Lena Baker, a Black maid and mother of three, is the only woman ever electrocuted in 
Georgia’s electric chair. Baker was convicted for the fatal shooting of E.B. Knight, a white 
Cuthbert, Georgia mill operator she was hired to care for after he broke his leg. At her trial, 
she said that he had imprisoned and threatened to shoot her should she try to leave. She 
took his gun and shot him. She was convicted of capital murder. She was 44 years old at 
the time of her execution. In 2005, 60 years after her execution, Baker was granted a full 
and unconditional pardon by the state of Georgia.

1947
Establishment of the UN Commission on the Status of Women. 

1948
In 1948, Rosa Lee Ingram, a widowed mother of 12 children, was convicted and sentenced 
to death along with her two sons, Wallace and Sammie Lee, for killing a white man in self-
defense. Ingram, a sharecropper, lived on the same property as 64-year old John Stratford, 
also a sharecropper. She had endured years of harassment by him. Supporters across 
the country organized protests. The widespread public pressure worked – in March 1948, 
Judge W.M. Harper set aside the death penalty and commuted the family’s sentences to life 
in prison. Wallace was 16 years old, and his brother Sammie Lee was only 14.

1949
The Citizens’ Committee for Gertrude Perkins is formed in defense of a 25-year-old Black 
woman raped by Montgomery, Alabama police officers.

1951
Boggs Act creates mandatory minimum sentences for marijuana.

1952
Rosa Parks labored unsuccessfully to free Jeremiah Reeves, a Black teenager sentenced 
to die for allegedly raping a white woman. Parks and the Montgomery NAACP, certain that 
the accuser and the accused had a consensual relationship, challenged Reeves’s case all 
the way to the Supreme Court, but Alabama officials executed Reeves in 1957. 
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1953
Congress passes Public Law 280 (PL 280), which transferred jurisdiction over criminal 
matters in tribal nations to six state governments (Alaska, California, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
Oregon, and Wisconsin) and allowed other states to assume jurisdiction as well. According 
to the National Institute of Justice (http://www.nij.gov/topics/tribal-justice/pl280.htm), “Tribal 
consent was not required, and tribes were not consulted.” Sarah Deer explains that “PL 
280 was part of a larger federal effort to ultimately ‘terminate’ and end recognition of tribal 
nations” (p. 35 in Color of Violence), and its impact has been “a weakening of tribal justice 
systems and a lack of response to criminal behavior, leaving many victims of crime without 
recourse in either the state or the tribal system” (p. 35).

1954
Prisoners at the state women’s correctional facility in Raleigh, North Carolina riot for several 
hours after the death of 18-year-old Eleanor Rush. Rush was placed in solitary confinement 
for six days. On the seventh day, Rush was not fed for over 16 hours. After 16 hours, she 
began yelling that she was hungry and wanted food. In response, the guards bound and 
gagged her, dislocating her neck in the process. Rush was dead a half-hour later.

1955
Emmett Till is murdered in Mississippi for allegedly whistling at a white woman. Two white 
men are acquitted by an all-white jury. Mamie Till, Emmett’s mother, brings international 
attention to her son’s murder and to entrenched racism in the U.S.

1956
The Narcotics Control Act spreads mandatory-minimum sentences to other drugs.

1958
In July 1958, Queen Audley Moore and the Universal Association of Ethiopian Women (an 
organization she founded to uplift and inspire oppressed people) began to take action when 
Theodore B. Snider, a local New Orleans white man who had been convicted of raping an 
18-year-old Black woman, was released. They met with the Orleans Parish DA to demand 
that Snider be re-arrested. When the DA did not respond, UAEW took their charges to the 
FBI. They called attention to racist and sexist Jim Crow practices and laws by pointing out 
that “no Louisiana white man has ever paid the death penalty for raping a Black woman.” 
UAEW members’ activism against sexual violence informed their reparations claim in the 
1960s. “Why Reparations?” included a call for restitution for the “suffering and emotional 

1960’s
Black and Brown Power, AIM, Queer Power, Disability Rights, feminist, queer and trans 
movements emerge. Movements are revolutionary and also contain internal sexual assault 
and intimate partner violence due to unprocessed trauma/minimization as “personal issue.”
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1960
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) is founded; Daughters of Bilitis 
hold the first national Lesbian conference in San Francisco.

First birth control pill is marketed.

1961
President’s Commission on the Status of Women is formed by John F. Kennedy with 
Eleanor Roosevelt as chair.

Fifty-thousand women in 60 cities, mobilized by Women Strike for Peace, protest above-
ground testing of nuclear bombs and tainted milk.

Dolores Huerta joins Cesar Chavez as a leader of the National Farm Worker’s Association.

1963
Fannie Lou Hamer is arrested and physically and sexually assaulted by police during a 
protest of a segregated lunch counter in Winona, Mississippi.

Four young Black girls attending Sunday school are killed when a bomb explodes at the 
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, a popular location for civil rights meetings.

Major Civil Rights Movement March on Washington; King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

Presidential Commission on the Status of Women documents systemic sex discrimination.

1964
Civil Rights Act is passed, which prohibits discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
national origin, and sex. 

1966
Formation of the National Organization for Women (NOW). 

Beating, as cruel and inhumane treatment, becomes grounds for divorce in New York, but 
the plaintiff must establish that a “sufficient” number of beatings have taken place.

Self-described “drag queens” resist arrest at Compton Cafeteria in San Francisco.

1967
Independent Women’s Liberation groups develop all over the country; and National Welfare 
Rights Organization formed.“Sir” Lady Java, a Black trans woman, challenges cross-
dressing laws in Los Angeles.
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1968
First National Women’s Liberation Conference (Chicago); Black Women’s Liberation 
Committee formed in SNCC; the National Abortion Rights Action League formed.

Congress passes the Indian Civil Rights Act of 1968, which “required tribal governments 
to honor the language contained in the US Bill of Rights (with few exceptions)” and 
“imposed significant limitations on the ability of tribal courts to incarcerate and fine criminal 
defendants” (Deer p. 36 in Color of Violence). As Sarah Deer explains, “Even though tribal 
governments did not traditionally rely on incarceration as a response to violence, many 
understood ICRA to limit a tribal court’s ability to respond to serious violence” (p. 36). 
She argues that the ICRA has been particularly harmful to rape survivors, since one of its 
consequences is that “Native women and children who are victimized often discover that 
their tribal nation does not have strong contemporary laws or prosecutorial policies on 
felony-level criminal behavior” (Deer p. 36 in Color of Violence).

Congress creates the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration (LEAA). As part of 
the Justice Department, the LEAA focuses on “fund[ing] projects that would improve the 
criminal justice system’s handling of victims and witnesses” (Gottschalk 2006:85). In 
addition to conducting national victimization surveys, the LEAA, through a system of block-
grant funding, provided significant federal funding that state and local law enforcement 
could use at their discretion. This funding strengthened the victims’ movement in the 
U.S., which fought for tougher penalties and punishments for offenders (Gottschalk 
2006:85). As Marie Gottschalk (2006:125) argues, “The LEAA’s Crime Victim Initiative 
provided an important mechanism to co-opt the women’s movement and enlist it in the 
war against crime and the criminal.” She continues, “With the help of LEAA money and 
other public financing, the government successfully absorbed many of the independent 
rape crisis centers and services, with their radical, volunteer, grassroots orientation, into its 
professional, hierarchical bureaucracy.”

1969
Stonewall Riots in New York – Gay, lesbian, and trans people resist a police raid at the 
Stonewall Bar in New York City launching the gay liberation movement. Leaders included 
Marsha P. Johnson, Miss Major, Stormé DeLarverie, and others.

1970’s
Trans women of color are excluded from many strains of feminism and anti-violence work, 
but continue to organize. Black and Latinx trans feminists Marsha P. Johnson and Sylvia 
Rivera form Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (STAR) as a safe house and political 
organization for street trans women of color, many of whom are survival sex workers. Many 
trans women of color doing street sex work come together to protect each other and fight 
back physically against cops and violent clients.



survived & punished curriculum 18433

1970
Formation of Third World Women’s Alliance; C.O.Y.O.T.E (Call Off Your Old Tired Ethics) – a 
sex worker union and Comisión Femenil Mexicana Nacional, Inc. (CFMN) by Chicanas.

Tens of thousands of women across the U.S. participate in the “A Women’s Strike Day” to 
demand equality.

Books: Toni Cade, ed., The Black Woman; Robin Morgan, ed.,Sisterhood is Powerful; 
Celestine Ware, Woman Power: The Movement for Women’s Liberation.

1971
New York Radical Feminists hold a series of speakouts on rape and women’s mistreatment 
by the criminal justice system.
  
Chiswick Women’s Aid, the first recognized shelter, opens in England.

The first battered women’s shelter opens in the U.S., in Urbana, Illinois – founded by Cheryl 
Frank and Jacqueline Flenner.

Susan Griffin publishes “Rape – The All-American Crime.” 

National Abortion Conference demands repeal of all abortion laws, no forced sterilizations, 
no restrictions on contraceptives.

Lesbian-Feminist Separatist collective, The Furies, is founded as a reaction to anti-gay 
attitudes in the feminist movement.

1972
Women’s Advocates in St. Paul, Minnesota start the first hotline for battered women. 

Women’s Advocates and Haven House in Pasadena, California establish the first 
recognized shelter for battered women in the U.S.

Earliest rape crisis centers are established in major cities and politically active towns, such 
as Berkeley, Chicago, Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C. – focused on ending 
rape through changing society, supporting survivors, and political organizing.
    
Ms. magazine begins publication.
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1973
Supreme Court case Roe v. Wade legalizes abortion.
    
Rockefeller Drug Laws passed in New York create stricter mandatory-minimum sentencing 
for drugs. The Laws required a sentence of 15-years-to-life for anyone convicted of selling 
two ounces or possessing four ounces of a narcotic, regardless of circumstances or prior 
history. The Rockefeller Drug Laws set a precedent for other states to follow.

1974
Combahee River Collective (Black feminist organization) and Women of All Red Nations are 
formed.

Feminist Alliance Against Rape newsletter begins – Aegis: Magazine on Ending Violence 
Against Women – and focuses on political organizing against rape and the need to 
transform the society at every level.

Two previously battered women join with two feminists to found one of the first battered 
women’s shelters in Boston – Transition House. Because of a lack of services for Latinas 
with Latina leadership, Casa Myrna Vazquez shelter is founded in Boston.

Erin Prizzley publishes Scream Quietly or the Neighbors Will Hear in England, the first book 
about domestic violence from a battered woman’s perspective.

N. Connell and C. Wilson, eds. Rape: The First Sourcebook for Women; Andrea Dworkin, 
Woman-Hating; Medea and Thompson, Against Rape.

Inez Garcia is found guilty and sentenced to five years, for killing her rapist leading to 
widespread “Free Inez Garcia” demonstrations. Garcia’s conviction was overturned on a 
technicality and, three years later (in 1977), another trial was held. She was acquitted.

Carol Crooks and The August Rebellion: On August 28, 1974, women at Bedford Falls 
Correctional Facility in New York took seven staff members hostage for two-and-a-half 
hours to protest the beating of Carol Crooks, who had filed a lawsuit against the facility, the 
warden, and staff members, claiming that incarcerated women’s constitutional rights were 
violated by the facility’s practice of placing women in segregation without a hearing and 
refusing to provide 24-hour notice of charges. Crooks won the suit on July 2, 1974, and the 
court issued an injunction against the prison, prohibiting it from placing women in solitary 
confinement without 24-hour notice and a hearing on the charges. In August 1974, five 
male guards beat Crooks and placed her in segregation. When her peers protested, state 
troopers and guards from men’s prisons (all men) were called in to put down the rebellion. 
Twenty-five women were injured. An additional 24 women were sent to the Matteawan 
Complex for the Criminally Insane without going through the required commitment hearings. 
August Rebellion galvanizes people in feminist and lesbian communities to do support work 
for women in prison.
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1975
Joanne Little, a Black woman who was sexually assaulted by a white prison guard while in 
jail, is acquitted of murdering her offender. The case establishes a precedent for killing as 
self-defense against rape.

On June 17, 1975, Dessie Woods and her friend Cheryl Todd were hitch-hiking home to 
Atlanta. The two Black women were picked up by an insurance salesman named Ronnie 
Horne. Horne stopped in a deserted area and tried to rape one of them. Cheryl Todd 
escaped from Horne’s car and ran. Horne drew his pistol in an attempt to stop her, but 
Dessie Woods who had been sitting in the back seat, grabbed the gun and struggled 
eventually killing him. She was tried and sentenced to 22 years in prison. A movement to 
Free Dessie Woods arose. In 1981, after serving five years, Woods was released from 
prison.

The Jacksonville Women’s Movement purchases Hubbard House, the first emergency 
shelter specifically for battered women in the Southeast, and thirteenth such shelter in the 
nation.

The Christmas Riot: In 1975, women in a California prison staged a “Christmas Riot” 
to protest the cancellation of holiday visits with family and holiday packages. Prisoners 
“gathered in the yard, broke windows, made noise and burned Christmas trees in a 
‘solidarity’ bonfire.”

The first UN Decade for Women Conference is held in Mexico City.

Susan Brownmiller’s Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape; Ntozake Shange’s, For 
Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide When the Rainbow is Enuf; and Diana E. 
Russell’s The Politics of Rape: the Victim’s Perspective are published.
 
NOW declares marital violence a major issue and establishes a National Task Force on 
Battered Women/Household Violence.

National Organization for Men Against Sexism is founded.
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1977
Combahee River Collective Statement circulated addressing how sexism, racism, classism, 
and homophobia all shape the identities and experiences of Black women. Key issue: 
violence against Black women.

National Coalition Against Sexual Assault (NCASA) is formed to create a national voice 
and opportunities for training and networking. Women of Color Institute is established in 
conjunction with NCASA conferences.

Hyde Amendment eliminates Medicaid funds for abortion, except in case of rape and the 
risk of death or severe illness; as a result, Rosie Jiminez dies from an illegal abortion.
 
Oregon becomes the first state to enact legislation mandating arrest in domestic violence 
cases.

Women at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility in New York file Todaro v. Ward, a case 
regarding constitutionally inadequate prison healthcare.

Women imprisoned in Michigan’s Huron Valley State Prison file Glover v. Johnson, a class-
action lawsuit claiming that prison officials violated incarcerated women’s rights under the 
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment by denying them access to the 
vocational and educational programs that were available to their male counterparts.

The Washington State Supreme Court issues a landmark decision in State v. Wanrow, 
declaring that a woman defendant’s right to equal protection under the law in a murder trial 
was violated by instructions that required a woman’s conduct be measured against that of a 
reasonable man finding himself in the same circumstances. The use of commensurate force 
and the perception of an imminent danger might be different for a woman, who is entitled 
to have the jury consider her actions in that light. The court creates the reasonable woman 
standard, which marks the start of the battered women’s syndrome defense.
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1978
First Take Back the Night March takes place in San Francisco – 5,000 women from 30 
states gathered

Laura X establishes the National Clearinghouse on Marital and Date Rape to lobby for state 
laws against marital rape; John Rideout of Oregon is the first man indicted for marital rape, 
but is acquitted. Later he was jailed for harassing his wife after their relationship ended.

National Coalition Against Domestic Violence is formed.

Minnesota becomes the first state to allow probable cause – warrantless arrest in the case 
of domestic assault, regardless of whether a protection order has been issued against the 
offender.

Publications: Louise Armstrong, Kiss Daddy Goodnight: A Speak Out on Incest; Lin Farley, 
Sexual Shakedown: The Sexual Harassment of Women on the Job.
    
“Rape, Racism and Reality” appears in Aegis magazine showing links between racism and 
rape.

The National Center for the Prevention and Control of Rape is created to support research 
and develop/assess sexual assault prevention programs.
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1979
First congressional hearings on the issue of domestic violence are held.

Office of Domestic Violence is established in the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, but is closed in 1981.

In the trials of Beverly Ibn-Tamas and Kathy Thomas, both Black women who had killed 
their batterers, the trial courts refused to admit testimony on Battered Woman’s Syndrome. 
Thomas, who was further stigmatized for receiving welfare and occasionally using drugs, 
was convicted of murder and sentenced to 15 years.

Eula Love, a Black woman trying to support her three daughters on social security 
payments, let her $22 gas bill lapse. The Southern California Gas Company sent out a 
meter man to shut off the gas in the dead of January. Eula threw him out of her house. The 
Gas Company called the LAPD, which dispatched two officers to Ms. Love’s home. She had 
a knife in her hand when they arrived. They clubbed her to the ground and emptied their .38 
caliber revolvers into her as she lay on the floor. 

The Chicago ACLU brought a class action lawsuit against the Chicago police department 
on behalf of at least 10,000 women who were stripped nude and body-searched in the 
presence of male officers and over closed-circuit TV – after being arrested for violations 
such as making a right turn from a left-hand lane. Captioned Jane Does 1-05 v. City of 
Chicago, the suit started after women who had been strip-searched got in touch with a 
lawyer at the ACLU, who in turn fed the story to Chicago’s NBC-affiliate television station. 
When WMAQ-TV aired a series of investigative pieces on Chicago’s practice of performing 
visual body-cavity searches of every woman arrested, no matter how minor the charge, 
there was an uproar and hundreds of complaints were made to the ACLU, whose phone 
number was included in the segments. The lawsuits soon followed.

Assata Shakur, leader of the Harlem Branch of the Black Panther Party, later the Black 
liberation army, escapes prison and flees to Cuba.

1,500 people gathered in the streets of Boston to memorialize the lives of six Black 
women who had been murdered within a two-mile radius of each other – organized by the 
Combahee River Collective.

In Glover v. Johnson, the court ruled in favor of incarcerated women and ordered the state 
to establish a general education program for women that was the equivalent to the one 
offered to men. The court also ordered that the prison offer a course on legal skills to the 
women “because skilled women inmates are needed to provide access to the courts.” In 
the court’s opinion, although the Huron Valley law library met constitutional standards, its 
prisoners lacked the access to the courts guaranteed by the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
due process clause. Male prisoners had a tradition of jailhouse lawyering and thus had 
developed expertise in utilizing legal resources, but “the women do not have a history of 
self-help in the legal field; the evidence tends to show that until recently they have had little 
access to adequate resources.”
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1980-2014
The population of women in prison increases by 700%, outpacing growth of the men’s 
prison population by 50%.

1980
First National Conference on Third World Women and Violence, held in Washington, D.C. – 
focuses on the particular issues facing women of color and “third world” women in the U.S. 
and across the world.

EEOC bans sexual harassment.
  
Laura Lederer, ed. Take Back the Night; Florence Rush, The Best Kept Secret on child 
sexual abuse of young girls by adult men.

The first domestic violence shelter was established on an Indian reservation – The White 
Buffalo Calf Women’s Shelter.

1981
Ann Jones, Women Who Kill; Delacoste and Newman, Fight Back: Feminist Resistance to 
Male Violence; Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua, This Bridge Called My Back: Writings 
by Radical Women of Color; bell hooks, Aint I a Woman.

The first annual Domestic Violence Awareness Week is celebrated. As of September, it 
is estimated that 25 states allocate federal Title XX or Emergency Assistance funds for 
domestic violence services.

Angela Y. Davis, Women, Race and Class, includes important essay “Rape, Racism and the 
Myth of the Black Rapist” – significant for anti-rape movement in the U.S.

Nilda Rimonte, a Filipino victim of abuse, establishes Everywomens Shelter in Los Angeles. 
It is the first shelter in the U.S. for Asian Women.

1982
The term “Date Rape,” introduced in Ms. to describe sexual violence on college campuses.

The 2nd National Coalition Against Domestic Violence features Women of Color conference 
with race, class, and homophobia as central themes.

Diana E. H. Russell, Rape in Marriage; Susan Schecter, Women and Male Violence: The 
Visions and Struggles of the Battered Women’s Movement; Alice Walker, The Color Purple.
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1983
A Police Foundation study in Minneapolis, funded by the National Institute of Justice, finds 
arrest more effective than two non-arrest alternatives in reducing the likelihood of repeat 
violence. The study’s findings are widely publicized and provide the impetus for many police 
departments to establish pro-arrest policies in cases of domestic violence.

Corrections Corporation of America is founded.

National attention is focused on male violence after a gang-rape of a woman in a bar in 
Bedford, Massachusetts. The film, The Accused, is made about the case.

1984
VOICES (Victims of Incest Can Emerge as Survivors) is established in Chicago. It is a 
clearinghouse of information and programs for survivors of child sexual abuse (now located 
in Cincinnati, Ohio).

First National Symposium on Sexual Assault is co-sponsored by the Office of Justice 
Programs and the FBI.

Eleanor Bumpurs is killed by the New York City Housing Police. Angela Y. Davis issues a 
call to anti-violence advocates to take up the cause of women targeted by police violence.

U.S. Attorney General establishes Task Force on Family Violence to examine the scope 
and nature of the problem. Nearly 300 witnesses provide testimony at public hearings in 
six cities. The final report offers recommendations for action in many areas, including the 
criminal justice response, prevention and awareness, education and training, and data 
collection and reporting.

Florida becomes the first state to enact legislation mandating consideration of spousal 
abuse in child custody determinations.

1985
Chicago Legal Advocacy for Incarcerated Mothers is formed in Chicago.

Thurman v. Torrington is the first case in federal court in which a battered women sues 
a city for police fraud to protect her husband’s violence. Tracy Thurman, who remains 
scarred and partially paralyzed from stab wounds inflicted by her husband, wins a $2 million 
judgment against the city. The suit leads to Connecticut’s passage of its mandatory arrest 
law.

U.S. Surgeon General issues a report identifying domestic violence as a major health 
problem.
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1986
Under the 1986 Anti-Drug Abuse Act, a five-gram sale of crack cocaine mandated a five-
year federal sentence while a 500-gram sale of powder cocaine mandated the same 
sentence.

Also under Anti-Drug Abuse Act, police and prosecutors are allowed to charge spouses 
and lovers with conspiracy in drug cases. There are no publicly-available statistics, but 
anecdotal evidence suggests that this increases the number of women sent to prison. 

Naming the Violence: Speaking Out About Lesbian Battering is published, naming that 
domestic violence and sexual assault occur in queer women’s communities.

1987
National Clearinghouse for the Defense of Battered Women opens within the ACLU.

Incarcerated women at the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility in New York begin the AIDS 
Counseling and Education Project (ACE). They had grown tired of watching incarcerated 
women die from AIDS and were concerned with the suffering HIV+ women faced as a result 
of late diagnosis, improper treatment, and social isolation. ACE provides peer education 
and counseling about HIV/AIDS, as well as care to women with AIDS in the prison infirmary.

1989
The U.S. has 1,200 battered women programs serving 300,000 women and children..

early 1990’s
Riot Grrl creates a movement of young women, girls, and nonbinary folks within punk/
anarchist/ radical youth subcultures speaking directly about their experiences as survivors 
of child sexual abuse, ritual abuse, sexual assault, and partner abuse. The movement 
is majority-white, but has a notable BIPOC presence and is very queer and trans, often 
working class, and often sex working. The movement engages with direct action against 
perpetrators of harm, and centers the idea that survivors are the experts on their own 
experiences. Survivors write experiences and share them, name rapists and abusers 
publicly, and organize around assault, consent and violence. 

At the same time, young women of color in hip-hop/spoken word and young Black and 
brown activist communities are organizing, creating art, and building community, while 
being involved in student, pro-Zapatista, anti-police brutality movements, where they find 
both empowerment and sexism and sometimes abuse.
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1990
The Clothesline Project begins in Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

In the 1990s, District Attorneys’ offices begin to adopt a “no-drop” policy, in which the 
prosecutor clarifies to the victim and the defendant that the prosecutor, not the victim, is in 
charge of the case, and that the victim is unable to get the charges dropped.

Ohio governor Richard Celeste grants clemency to 25 women imprisoned for killing their 
abusive spouses, the first mass clemency for battered women incarcerated for self-defense.

1991
The first woman is granted clemency under the battered women’s syndrome. The National 
Clearinghouse estimates that between 1991 and 1998, 39 women were granted clemency.

Anita Hill testifies at a U.S. Senate hearing about her experiences of sexual harassment 
perpetrated by then Supreme Court nominee, Clarence Thomas. The collective statement, 
“African American Women in Defense of Ourselves,” is published in major newspapers as a 
response to the nomination.

Kimberle Crenshaw publishes “Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and 
Violence Against Women of Color,” which helps introduce the term, “intersectionality.”

1992
The FBI reports that 1,431 women were killed by their husbands or boyfriends.

The American Medical Association formally acknowledges the extent and medical relevance 
of male violence against women and publishes practice guidelines.

Paul Kivel publishes Men’s Work: How to Stop the Violence that Tears Our Lives Apart; 
Dorothy Allison publishes Bastard Out of Carolina.

The False Memory Foundation is started – backlash against the power of adult survivors of 
child sexual abuse remembering and naming family perpetrators.

Campus Sexual Assault Victims’ Bill of Rights is passed.

The National Crime Victims Research and Treatment Center and the National Victim Center 
release Rape in America: A Report to the Nation, outlining the scope and effects of rape.
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1994
Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network (R.A.I.N.N.) is founded.

Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) is passed by Congress, which intensifies federal 
penalties for rape and domestic violence, contains funding for rape crisis centers and 
domestic violence shelters, and increases the number of police and prosecutors focusing 
on violence against women. It also forms the Violence Against Women Office in the U.S. 
Department of Justice.

California passes the “Three Strikes and You’re Out” legislation mandating 25-years-to-life 
sentence for a third felony, regardless of severity or circumstance.

In 1994, after pleading guilty to conspiracy to distribute crack cocaine for her boyfriend’s 
drug activities, Kemba, seven months pregnant at the time, was sentenced to 24.5 years 
in prison with no possibility of parole. Although Kemba had no prior criminal record, 
mandatory-minimum sentencing laws made her and an increasing number of women 
casualties of excessive punishments that do not fit their crimes.

UN Fourth World Conference on Women is held in Beijing – produces a Platform of Action 
that addresses 12 critical areas, including violence against women.

CRACK is founded and offers $200 to women agreeing to be sterilized. 

1993
Defending Our Lives, which documents the stories of battered women, wins an Academy 
Award for best short documentary.

UN World Conference on Human Rights is held in Vienna, recognizing women’s rights as 
human rights; General Assembly adopts the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, stating that rape violates basic human rights.

Emilie Buchwald, Pamela Fletcher, and Martha Roth, Transforming a Rape Culture (second 
edition, published 2004).

Congress passes the Child Sexual Abuse Registry Act, establishing a national repository for 
information on child sex offenders.
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1996
Women prisoners in Michigan file Neal v. MDOC, a class-action lawsuit on behalf of all women 
incarcerated in Michigan, charging the state’s Department of Corrections with sexual assault, 
sexual harassment, violations of privacy, and physical threats and assaults. These suits – and the 
embarrassing publicity that ensued – caused Michigan lawmakers to consider harsher penalties against 
DOC workers. (The suit itself is not settled until 2009.)

Sista 2 Sista – a collective of young (preteen to early-20s) poor/working-class Black and Latinx women 
– begins organizing in Bushwick, Brooklyn. They examine issues of sexism, racism, and violence.

A UN tribunal indicts eight Bosnian Serb military and police officers in connection with the rapes of 
Muslim women as war-related crimes.

The Community Notification Act, known as “Megan’s Law,” leads to public notification of the location of 
convicted sex offenders.

Congress passes the Drug-Induced Rape Prevention Act.

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act (PL 104-193) was signed into law 
by President Bill Clinton – “ending welfare as we know it”; replaces AFDC with Temporary Assistance 
to Needy Families (TANF) block grants to states; tied to mandatory work requirements that custodial 
parents, primarily single mothers, are required to meet in order for the family to qualify for public 
assistance; creates a five-year lifetime limit on receiving aid and a lifetime ban for those with felony drug 
convictions.

The Anti-Terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act (AEDPA) and the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act (IIRIRA) are passed. AEDPA requires the mandatory detention of non-
citizens convicted of a wide range of offenses, including minor drug charges. IIRIRA expands the list of 
offenses that mandated detention. Judges are no longer able to consider an immigrant’s circumstances, 
including family relationships and community ties, or the severity of the offense. In addition, these Acts 
allow the INS to indefinitely detain non-citizens who had been given a final order of deportation. These 
Acts dramatically increase the number of immigrants in detention, including women in detention. In 
1994, the average daily population in INS detention was 5,532; by 2001, that number had more than 
tripled to an average daily population of 13,210. Between 1992 and 1995, women comprised 6% of 
immigrants with an order for formal removal (deportation); in 1996, that number doubled with women 
making up 12% and, by 2000, that number had doubled again to 24%. 

1995
In 1995, at 17 years of age, Sarah Kruzan was convicted of the first-degree murder of her alleged pimp, 
George Gilbert Howard. She was sentenced to life imprisonment without parole. 

Runriot is founded in San Francisco by Staci Haines and others, as a militant organization of child 
sexual abuse survivors pushing back against the False Memory Syndrome Foundation, the psychiatric 
establishment, and carceral systems of dealing with child sexual abuse. In 2000, Runriot becomes 
Generation 5.

Beth Richie’s book, Compelled to Crime: The Gender Entrapment of Battered, Black Women, is 
published.
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1997
Men Can Stop Rape (formerly Men Against Rape) incorporates as a nonprofit with a 
mission to increase men’s involvement in efforts to end men’s violence.

Critical Resistance is formed – activists challenging the idea that imprisonment and policing 
are a solution for social, political, and economic problems came together to organize a 
conference that examined and challenged what has come to be called the prison industrial 
complex (PIC).

Survivor Project is formed – dedicated to addressing the needs of intersex and trans 
survivors of violence through caring action, education, and expanding access to resources 
and opportunities for action.

The Adoption and Safe Families Act (ASFA, PL 105-79) is passed, requiring termination of 
parental rights if a child is in foster care for 15 of 22 months.

1998
Charlotte Pierce-Baker publishes Surviving the Silence: Black Women’s Stories of Rape.

The Child Protection and Sexual Predator Punishment Act of 1998 authorizes harsher 
sentences for sex crimes against children, and in other ways combats child sexual assault, 
including crime facilitated by the Internet.

In Berkeley, California in September 1998, the Critical Resistance conference brings 
together over 3,500 activists, academics, former and current prisoners, labor leaders, 
religious organizations, feminists, gay, lesbian and transgender activists, youth, families, 
and policy makers from literally every state and many other countries. The three-day event 
featured nearly 200 panels and workshops. The conference also included a number of 
cultural events and a film festival. The goal of Critical Resistance was, and continues to be, 
building a movement to eliminate the prison industrial complex.

late 1990’s
STORM (Standing Together to Organize a Revolutionary Movement) – a young, new 
pan- Black and brown militant Maoist organization – forms in Oakland. A member asserts 
that she was raped by a man of color in leadership. STORM publishes a relatively widely 
circulated “STORM Summation” statement after dealing with the matter internally, shaming 
and dismissing the woman’s experience of sexual assault and accusing her of being white-
identified.
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1999
Spirithouse is founded in Durham, North Carolina and begins working to create alternatives 
to policing/prisons.
 
FAR Out launches in the Pacific Northwest and examines how isolation, racism/
homophobia/transphobia, and relationship myths lead to conditions supporting abuse in 
LGBTQ relationships, particularly among queer people of color.

The criminal statute of limitations is extended to 10 years from the date of the event for 
adult survivors of rape, and 10 years from the age of 18 for survivors who were raped when 
they were minors.

Amnesty International Report, “Not Part of My Sentence: Violations of the Human Rights of 
Women in Custody,” documents systemic abuse and rape of women in prison.

Legal challenge of the constitutionality of VAWA.

On July 23, 1999, undercover narcotics agent Thomas Coleman carried out one of the 
largest drug stings in Texas history. Dozens of residents in the farming town of Tulia were 
rounded up and imprisoned. Thirty-nine of the 46 people accused of selling drugs to 
Coleman were Black (many of whom were women). Coleman, who had been named Texas 
Lawman of the Year, was caught lying and was tried for perjury. A judge referred to him as 
“the most devious, non-responsive law enforcement witness this court has witnessed in 25 
years on the bench in Texas.”

Illinois is the first state to pass legislation regarding the shackling of incarcerated women 
during labor and delivery.
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2000
VAWA II is passed by the U.S. Congress.

INCITE! founders organized “The Color of Violence: Violence Against Women of Color” 
conference held at University of California-Santa Cruz on April 28-29. The primary goals 
of this conference were to (1) develop analyses and strategies around ending violence, 
which place women of color at the center; (2) address violence against women of color 
in all of its forms, including attacks on immigrants’ rights and Indian treaty rights, the 
proliferation of prisons, militarism, attacks on the reproductive rights of women of color, 
medical experimentation on communities of color, homophobia/heterosexism, hate crimes 
against queer women of color, economic neo-colonialism, and institutional racism; and (3) 
encourage the antiviolence movement to reinsert political organizing.

Generation Five, launched in the Bay Area in California, is founded to mobilize existing 
resources and bring activists together in a community-based movement to end child sexual 
abuse.

Congress passes the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000.

Hollow Water – a documentary about Community Holistic Circle Healers, a community 
organization at Hollow Water First Nation that addresses child sexual abuse and other 
forms of intimate violence through community accountability rather than the courts – is 
released by the Canadian National Film Board. The documentary is used as a model and 
educational tool by many people investigating community accountability/transformative 
justice (CA/TJ).

Communities Against Rape and Abuse (CARA) is founded in Seattle and spearheaded by 
survivors marginalized from mainstream sexual assault services. CARA creates spaces 
to invest in the power of collective action, critical dialogue, and community organizing to 
undermine rape, abuse, and oppression. The organization includes Black People’s Project, 
Disability Pride Project, Young People’s Liberation Project, The Safety Project, and other 
projects.

Around the same time period, Northwest Network of Bi, Trans, Lesbian, and Gay Survivors 
of Abuse increases the communities’ ability to support LGBT survivors of abuse through 
education, organizing, and advocacy.
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2001
INCITE! and Critical Resistance draft a statement about the intersections between gender 
violence and the prison industrial complex – http://www.incite-national.org/index.php?s=92.

Release of the report, “Whose Safety?: Women of Color and the Violence of Law 
Enforcement,” by Anannya Bhattacharjee for the American Friends Service Committee, 
which addresses violence perpetrated by police, prison guards, and INS officials against 
women of color in U.S.

Launch of the U.S. “War on Terror” after the 9/11 attacks. U.S. interns hundreds of people 
(mostly Muslim immigrants) at home and abroad.

2002
The Color of Violence II: Violence Against Women of Color Building a Movement takes 
place on March 15-17 at the University of Illinois, Chicago and is organized by INCITE! 
Women of Color Against Violence.

Sylvia Rivera Law Project is founded by Dean Spade in New York. It is the first legal clinic 
focused on the needs of trans people.

The first edition of Support zine is launched by Cindy Crabb and focuses on practical ways 
to support survivors of sexual assault. The zine will be updated and re-released for the 16 
years that follow.

Congress appropriates about $20 million to fund services for trafficking victims.

The Young Women’s Empowerment Project (YWEP) is founded in Chicago by a radical-
feminist and harm-reduction-based collective of women and girls who are involved in the 
sex trade and street economy, as well as their allies. The women and girls who created 
YWEP believe that any girl can be empowered; all girls are priceless, creative, and smart; 
and all girls can be leaders in their communities. YWEP’s mission is to offer safe, respectful, 
free-of-judgment spaces for girls and young women in the sex trade and street economies 
to recognize their goals, dreams, and desires.

2003
Congress passes the Prison Rape Elimination Act.

The Rogers Park Young Women’s Action Team (YWAT) is founded in Chicago by girls of 
color, ages 13-17, to address street harassment and other forms of gender-based violence.
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2004
Aishah Shahidah Simmons releases NO! The Rape Documentary about rape in Black 
communities and uses it as an organizing tool to raise awareness about sexual assault in 
Black communities.

Sista 2 Sista kicks off Sistas Liberated Ground/Harm Free Zone, declaring their 
neighborhood in Bushwick, New York “free of male violence” through wheatpasting, 
stickering, public art and guerilla theater, and organizing meetings.

After a series of sexual assaults within the Philadelphia punk/activist scene are confronted, 
Philly Dudes Collective forms, with the aim of creating space for men to confront those who 
commit sexual assault. After a member of the group themselves is confronted as an abuser, 
the group evolves to becomes Philly Stands Up/Philly’s Pissed. For the next decade-plus, 
the two groups evolve models to work with perpetrators of rape and abuse and support 
survivors – they develop zines and trainings and hold hundreds of accountability circles, as 
well as a training camp for transformative justice workers.

Vanessa Huang publishes “Transforming communities: community-based responses to 
partner abuse” in Colorlines – one of the first articles to talk about the burgeoning CA/TJ 
movement.

The Atlanta Transformative Justice Collaborative forms through work with Raksha, CARA, 
and Project South in Atlanta (2004-2006).

INCITE! document titled “Abuse in Activist Communities of Color” is published, focusing on 
specific ways abusive dynamics can play out in activist BIPOC communities.

After four friends share their experiences being abused within queer/activist of color 
communities, the Revolution Starts At Home Collective begins to work together to create 
a zine collecting stories of abuse in activist communities and non-state interventions. The 
zine, originally imagined as a small half-page zine, takes four years to complete and is 110 
full-sized pages in its final form. 
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2005
The Color of Violence III: Stopping the War on Women of Color! takes place on March 11-
13, 2005 in New Orleans and is organized by INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence.

Audre Lorde Project’s Safe Outside the System (SOS) begins as a project aimed at creating 
safety without police for QTBIPOC in central Brooklyn, after several brutal killings of queer 
Black men.  In 2007, SOS launches the Safer Neighborhoods Campaign, working with shop 
owners and street economic folks to create zones of refuge for QTBIPOC folks and create 
community safety teams at clubs and events.

Support NY forms as a collective aimed at doing interventions into situations of harm.

TGI Justice Project is founded – it is the first organization specifically focused on trans and 
gender-variant people in prison, and is led by Miss Major Griffin.

Andrea Smith publishes Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genocide.

The U.S. Department of Justice establishes an online national sex offender registry.

2005
Renewal of the VAWA extends coverage to 2011.

The New Jersey 4 are Patreese Johnson, Venice Brown, Terrain Dandridge, and Renata 
Hill.  In August 2006, these four women, along with three other friends, all of whom are 
Black and queer, were on a regular night out in New York City when a man sexually 
propositioned Patreese Johnson. When she refused his advances, he became enraged and 
assaulted the women. They acted to defend themselves, and a fight ensued in which their 
attacker was injured. The women were charged with gang assault, and a Class C felony. 
One woman, Patreese Johnson, was additionally charged with first-degree assault. In June 
2007, the women were sentenced to prison terms ranging from 3.5 to 11 years.

Black feminists and allies in Durham, North Carolina found UBUNTU, and many Black 
feminist survivors lead actions around the Durham Lacrosse Team rape case, publish 
guides to supporting survivors, intervene in several incidents of violence, and create art and 
build community.

2008
The U.S. Supreme Court rules that capital punishment can only be sought in murder cases.

INCITE! publishes its “Organizers’ Toolkit on Law Enforcement Violence Against Women 
and Transgender People of Color.”
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2010
There are 112,822 women in state and federal prisons across the U.S.

After a decade of organizing by formerly incarcerated women, their children, and prisoner 
rights advocates, New York passes the ASFA Expanded Discretion Act, stopping ASFA’s 
timeline for parental termination if a parent is in prison or in drug treatment.

In November 2010, men and women subjected to illegal strip searches at Cook County Jail 
obtain a $55 million settlement.

2012
VAWA is reauthorized.

Marissa Alexander is convicted and sentenced to a mandatory-minimum sentence of 20 
years.

CeCe McDonald accepts a plea agreement – pleading guilty to a reduced charge of 2nd 
degree manslaughter, which carried a sentence of 41 months. She was released after 
serving 19 months in a men’s prison.

Beth Richie’s book, Arrested Justice: Black Women, Violence, and America’s Prison Nation, 
is published.

Rekia Boyd is killed in Chicago by off-duty detective Dante Servin.

In May 2012, women shackled during childbirth while in Cook County Jail (despite the anti-
shackling legislation passed in 1999) obtain $4.1 million settlement.

2013
#BlackLivesMatter and Black Youth Project 100 are founded. 

In May 2013, Monica Jones is arrested and charged for “manifesting prostitution” after 
accepting a ride home to her neighborhood from men who turned out to be undercover 
cops. In April 2014, Jones was found guilty, and faces the possibility of serving time in a 
men’s prison as a trans woman.

Women prisoners in California are illegally sterilized. Of the 144 inmates who underwent 
tubal ligations from fiscal years 2005-2006 to 2012-2013, auditors found nearly one-third 
were performed without lawful consent.

To comply with a U.S. Supreme Court order to reduce prison overcrowding, California 
converts Valley State Prison for Women to a men’s prison and transfers approximately 
1,000 women to the already-overcrowded Central California Women’s Facility and the 
California Institute for Women.

After organizing by formerly incarcerated parents and advocates, Washington State passes 
SHB 1284 (Children of Incarcerated Parents Bill), which guides the courts to not terminate 
parental rights if the child is in foster care while a parent is in prison and is making efforts to 
stay in contact with their child.

On August 23, 2013, Illinois Governor Pat Quinn signs into law Senate Bill 1872, ending 
felony charges for prostitution.

The grassroots effort to free Marissa Alexander is formed and is led by the Free Marissa 
Now Mobilization Campaign and the Chicago Alliance to Free Marissa Alexander, among 
others.

2014
Oklahoma Police Officer Daniel Holtzclaw’s rape and sexual assault of at least 13 Black 
women and girls comes to light. OKC Artists for Justice is formed to support survivors 
during trial and sentencing, and is joined by national activists from Black Women’s 
Blueprint, the African American Policy Forum, and the Transforming Justice Coalition.
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2015
Sandra Bland is found hanged in her Waller County, Texas jail cell after an arrest following 
a traffic stop in which she was, according to the police dash camera, assaulted by the 
arresting officer. 

Survived and Punished is formed.

Sins Invalid launches disability justice/transformative justice initiative with San Francisco 
Women Against Rape (SFWAR), focusing on disabled BIPOC’s experiences of violence.

First National Day of Action to End State Violence Against Black Women, Girls, and 
Femmes.

2016
Fourteen-year-old Bresha Meadows of Ohio is incarcerated and faces a charge of 
aggravated murder for defending herself and her family against the unrelenting terror and 
abuse of her father. A defense campaign successfully organizes to keep her in the juvenile 
system, and she eventually took a plea deal that allowed her to be released from jail in 
February 2018.

Mirror Memoirs project launches documenting QTPOC survivors of child sexual abuse 
(2016-2018).

Love with Accountability series by Aishah Shahidah Simmons is launched and focuses on 
Black women’s writings on child sexual abuse and sexual assault.

Queering Sexual Violence is published.

2017
The Me Too movement revival creates openings and controversy, a broad platform for 
survivor issues, and many writings criticizing carceral approaches by transformative justice 
practitioners.

*Credit to Raquel Willis for documenting the stories of Frances Thompson and Lady Java.
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naomi freeman case study

On 4th of July weekend, 2015, Naomi Freeman, a 23-year old Black woman, was arrested at 
her home, and later charged with first degree murder for the death of her boyfriend, John Perry. 
She was held at Cook County Jail on a $500,000 D bond (requires $50,000 to be released). She 
faced decades in prison if convicted. 

Naomi Freeman was the mother of 2 children under 5 and was in her first trimester of pregnancy 
with her 3rd child. Naomi had been to the hospital previously when Perry had beaten her. She 
did not tell hospital staff how she was injured, and she did not call police. Naomi’s first encounter 
with police was when she was 10 years old and a police officer thrust her head against a wall 
when she protested him searching her backpack on her way home from school. The officer 
experienced no consequences, and Naomi began seeing a therapist shortly after. Naomi’s father 
had also been beaten by police on more than one occasion and took civil action against CPD.

In the summer of 2015, Naomi had been attempting to avoid Perry, so that she could slowly cut 
ties with him without initiating a break-up. On July 4th, Perry began calling Naomi who had been 
at a party with her family. He demanded that she bring him money and harassed and threatened 
her until she agreed. Naomi was nervous so brought a friend with her. When she gave Perry 
the money, he continued to verbally abuse and threaten her. As she attempted to drive away, he 
pulled her from the car and hit her dozens of times in the face, threatening her life, repeatedly 
daring her to do anything about it. The friend of Naomi’s attempted to pull Perry off of Naomi, but 
eventually fled in fear. Naomi got back into the car by herself, and as Perry continued threatening 
her, she struck him with the minivan she was driving. Fearing he would come after her, she got 
out of the vehicle and ran. Perry was in fact pinned under the van and died later in the hospital 
from his injuries. Naomi was arrested days later. Staff in the jail’s medical unit confirmed her 
pregnancy.

References: 
https://www.dnainfo.com/chicago/20151224/north-lawndale/naomi-freeman-mom-jail-for-killing-
abuser-released-thursday-advocates

http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/34214-punished-for-survival-domestic-violence-
criminalization-and-the-case-of-naomi-freeman

Questions:
1. What are the systemic forces that led to Naomi’s incarceration?
2. How do we conceive of “self-defense”? Is there a way to think of “self-defense” more 

expansively to include more than just fighting back in the moment? What about the survivors 
who don’t “fight back” and are still criminalized for surviving? (ex: Failure to Protect, etc.)

3. How does Freeman’s story speak to questions about “dangerousness” and the limits criminal 
justice reform efforts focused on people accused of “nonviolent” crimes?

4. What forms of violence must be addressed by movements for racial and gender justice to 
support criminalized survivors? How are they being addressed in the work that you do?

5. Review the set of questions available at the No Selves to Defend site and select ones that 
you’d like to use: https://noselves2defend.wordpress.com/questions/ 
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Statistics activity re: women and 
LGBTQGNC people in the criminal legal system

Note: Use of the term “LGBTQ respondents” refers exclusively to data taken from 
“Coming out of Concrete Closets”: 
(http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf). This report lifts up the voices of LGBTQ prisoners 
from across the United States so that they can inform, shape, and lead the movement for 
prisoner justice. These numbers, statistics, and stories represent the largest ever 
collection of information from LGBTQ prisoners. This collection of information is possible 
because of the time taken by 1,118 prisoners across the United States to handwrite 
responses to our 133-question survey, which was itself designed/drafted with prisoners 
themselves.  
 
This document uses the words “women,” “mother” and “female” but recognize and 
highlight the fact that many individuals housed in female prisons, those giving birth, or 
those categorized as women may identify as gender-queer, gender-nonconforming, or 
transgender. There are also people who are refused categorization as women who we 
may not be accurately representing.  
 
Arrest and Incarceration 
Number of women in prison in 1970 
5,600  
 
Number of women in state and federal prisons and local jails in the U.S in the present 
day  
219000   

1

 

 

1 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2017women.html 
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# of women under control of the U.S. “Corrections” system in 2014:  
1.2 million  

2

 
% of women in federal prison serving sentences for nonviolent drug crimes:  
60%  

3

 
% increase in number of women incarcerated in state facilities for drug related offenses 
alone (between 1986 and 1999):  
888% increase (compared to an increase of 129% for non-drug offenses)  

4

 
% increase in the number of women vs men in prison since 1980: 
# of women in prison has been increasing at a rate 50% higher than men since 1980  

5

 
% of American youth in detention who currently identify as LGBT or gender 
nonconforming:  
20% (versus an estimated 7 percent of youth on the outside)   

6

 
% of  trans people of color who say they've been incarcerated at some point in their 
lives: 
47%   

7

 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being arrested or held in a cell due to bias of police officers on the basis of 
gender identity/expression alone: 
7% (This percentage increased to 41% for Black respondents and 21% for Latino/a 
respondents)  

8

 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being sent to jail or prison “for any reason”:  
16% (Note: This percentage increased to 47% for Black respondents and 30% for 
American Indian respondents.)   

9

 
% of respondents in a national survey of LGBTQ prisoners whose first arrest occurred 
when they were under the age of 18:  

2 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Gi
rls.pdf 
3 https://www.cjpf.org/federal-female-drug-offenders 
4 http://www.aclu.org/files/images/asset_upload_ 
5 https://sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Trends-in-US-Corrections.pdf 
6(https://www.motherjones.com/crime-justice/2016/02/why-are-lgbt-people-overrepresented-
prisons-and-jails  
7 http://www.lgbtmap.org/file/lgbt-criminal-justice-poc.pdf 
8 http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf 
9 ibid  

58% (Note: Black and Latin@/Hispanic respondents were more likely to have their first 
arrest occur when they were under 18 compared to white respondents (66% versus 
51%, respectively))  

10

 
% of LGBTQ respondents for whom the current sentence they are serving is not their 
first experience of incarceration: 
67%  

11

 
Spotlight on Pretrial Detention  
 
What is the fastest growing population of incarcerated people in the US?  
Women held in local jails  (can’t say definitively regarding transgender or 

12

gender-nonconforming folks)  
 
Number of women held in jails:  
~110,000  

13

 
% of LGBTQ respondents held in jail prior to their conviction 
75% (and more than half were detained for a year or more.)  

14

 
% of counties in 1970 reporting NO women in their jails:  
73%   

15

 
% of women in jail who have not been convicted of a crime and are awaiting trial:  
60%  

16

 
& of women in jails with dependent children:  
~80%  

17

 

10 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 
11 ibid  
12 
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/aug/17/women-incarceration-rates-growth-study 
13 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
14 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 
15 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
16 https://www.aclu.org/report/womens-mass-incarceration-whole-pie-2017 
17 http://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/incarcerated-women-and-girls/ 
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% of women in jails reporting sexual violence at some point in their life:  
86%  

18

 
Proportion of women in jail who report a serious mental illness:  
1/3   

19

 
Mothering and Children  
 
% of women in federal prison who have children under age 18: 
more than 50%  

20

 
% of women in state prisons who have minor children:  
62%  

21

 
% increase in number of mothers in prison between 1991 and 2007: 
122% increase  

22

 
% of mothers who were the primary caretakers of their children before going to prison:  
64%  

23

 
➢ For many justice involved women, their children are often the motivating factor for 

wanting to disengage from activities that may result in their imprisonment  
24

➢ Women have plans to return to that role upon release   
25

 
% of respondents in a national survey of LGBTQ prisoners who report having children, 
although only 29% of these parents report having any kind of contact with their children: 
45%  

26

 
% of parents in state prisons incarcerated more than 100 miles from their last residence: 

18 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in
-jails-report-web.pdf 
19 Ibid  
20 http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf 
21 Lawston 2012 Women and Prison Fact Sheet 
22  
http://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Incarcerated-Parents-and-The
ir-Children-Trends-1991-2007.pdf 
23 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
24 https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226812.pdf 
25 
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/60696/410628-Prisoners-and-Families-Pa
renting-Issues-During-Incarceration.PDF 
26 
http://www.blackandpink.org/wp-content/upLoads/Coming-Out-of-Concrete-Closets.-Bla
ck-and-Pink.-October-16-2015..pdf 

62% (which goes up to 84% for those in federal)   
27

 
% of mothers in federal prison who thus are never able to receive a visit from their 
children: 
50%  

28

 
Number of American children who have experienced parental incarceration:  
10 million  

29

 
Black children are 7.5 times more likely and Hispanic children are 2.6 times more likely 
than are white children to have a parent in prison.  

30

 
How much does being incarcerated increase a mother’s chance of losing children to 
foster care?  
5x as likely  

31

 
# of states in which it is legal to shackle women during labor and delivery: 
27  

32

 
# of women who are pregnant upon arrival to prison or jail each year:  
9000  

33

 
Race  
 
Imprisonment rate for black women versus white women:  
2:1 (in other words black women are twice as likely as white women to end up behind 
bars)  

34

 
Imprisonment rate for Latinx women versus white women:  

27 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
28  http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf 
29http://www.pewtrusts.org/~/media/legacy/uploadedfiles/pcs_assets/2010/CollateralCosts1pd
f.pdf 
30 https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Parents-in-Prison.pdf 
31 http://www.fragilefamilies.princeton.edu/briefs/ResearchBrief42.pdf 
32 https://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/23/opinion/handcuffed-while-pregnant.html 
33 
http://inthesetimes.com/article/18410/u.s.-prisons-are-threatening-the-lives-of-pregnant-moth
ers-and-newborns 
34 see: 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f 
http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Fact-Sheet.pdf 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Gi
rls.pdf 
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1.2:1  
35

 
% of all incarcerated women in the US who identify as black: 
30% (although they represent 13% of all women in the US)  

36

 
% of incarcerated women in the US who identify as Latina: 
16% (although they make up only 11% of all women in the U.S.)   

37

 
in 2011, the % (approximate) of incarcerated women who were Black, Latina, First 
Nation, or Asian:  
70%  

38

 
% of Black trans people who have been incarcerated at some point: 
50%  

39

 
This isn’t because these women of color are more likely to engaged in activity deemed 
criminal or to use drugs at a higher rate than white women. Rather, people of color are 
far more likely to be stopped, searched, arrested, prosecuted, convicted, and 
incarcerated for drug law violations than White women are.  

40

 
Mental Health 
 
% of women in prison who reported a history of mental illness:  
66% (and 68% of those in jail)   

41

 
# of women who said they had recently experienced psychological distress in prison:  
1 in 5  
 
# of justice involved women who meet criteria for current PTSD 
About 1 in 3  (with 1 in 2 meeting criteria for lifetime PTSD)  

42

35 ibid  
36 https://www.aclu.org/other/facts-about-over-incarceration-women-united-states 
37 ibid  
38 Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:1 
39 2011 National Transgender Discrimination Survey, NTDS 
40 Drug Policy Alliance, Fact Sheet: The Drug War, Mass Incarceration and 
Race, New York, NY: Drug Policy Alliance, 2014. Available 
athttp://www.drugpolicy.org/sites/default/files/DPA_Fact_Sheet_Drug_War_Mass_Incarceration
_and_Race_Feb2014.pdf 
 
41 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/06/22/the-mental-health-crisis-facing-women-in-pris
on#.cYGFhZPZq 
42 Messina, N., Calhoun, S. & Braithwaite, J. (2014) Trauma informed treatment decreases 
posttraumatic stress disorder among women offenders. Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 15:1: 
6-23. Retrieved from: http:// 

 
% of women prisoners in state prisons who exhibited mental health issues:  
73% (vs 55% of men)   

43

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been diagnosed with a mental illness: 
67% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who receive no therapy: 
48%  
 
Substances  
 
% of women who reported using drugs categorized as “illicit” during the 30 days before 
incarceration 
67%   

44

 
% of women in jails who met lifetime criteria for drug or alcohol abuse or dependence: 
82%  

45

 
% likelihood for women in prison to have co-occurring substance abuse disorders and 
mental health issues: 
40.5% (vs 22.9% for men)  

46

 
% of women with substance abuse histories who need treatment and receive it in state 
prisons:  
20% (and only 12% in federal prisons. The programs that do exist are usually 
bare-bones and fail to address the underlying social problems – including sexual and 

www.stephaniecovington.com/assets/files/Trauma-Informed-Treatment-Decreases-PTSD-Amon
g-WomenOffenders-HWR-and-BT%2C-Messina_Calhoun_Braithwaite_2014.pdf  
43 James, D. & Glaze, L. (2006). Special Report: Mental Health Problems of Prison and Jail 
Inmates. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics. Retrieved from: 
http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/pub/pdf/mhppji.pdf 
44 Garcia, M. & Ritter, N. (2012). Improving Access to Services for Female Offenders Returning to 
the Community. NIJ Journal 269. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/237725.pdf)  
45  (Lynch, S.M., DeHart, D.D., Belknap, J. & Green, B.L. (2012). Women’s Pathways to Jail: The 
Roles & Intersections of Serious Mental Illness and Trauma. Retrieved from: 
https://www.bja.gov/Publications/Women_ Pathways_to_Jail.pdf)  
46 CASA (2010). Behind Bars II: Substance Abuse and America’s Prison Population. The National 
Center for Addiction and Substance Abuse at Columbia University. Retrieved from: 
http://www.centeronaddiction.org/addiction-research/reports/substance-abuse-prison-system-
2010 
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physical violence, poverty, and sexism – that deeply affect many women’s history with 
drugs) ,  

47 48

 
Experiences of Violence and Criminalized Survivors  
 
% of justice involved women who report experiencing some kind of physical or sexual 
abuse in their lifetime: 
between 60% and 98%  

49

 
% of women in prison who suffered physical or sexual abuse as children  
up to 82%   

50

 
% of women in prison who have histories of sexual assault by an intimate partner during 
adulthood:  
75%  

51

 
Note: young women of color who are survivors of abuse are also more likely to become 
involved in the criminal justice system than White girls – and even more likely to be if 
they are gender nonconforming.  These women also have lower chances of being 

52

treated as survivors and victims and receive services from child welfare or mental health 
systems.  Instead of being treated for trauma, depression, addiction, and other injuries 

53

of violence, these women are displaced into the criminal justice system.  
54

 
% of accused staff who were referred for prosecution in 2004 out of complaints made 
against them: 

47 http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/dudsfp04.pdf. 
48 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK83252. 
 
49 Beck, A.J., Berzofsky, M., Caspar, R. & Krebs, C. (2013). Sexual Victimization in Prisons and Jails 
Reported by Inmates, 2011–12. U.S. Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. 
Retrieved from: http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/svpjri1112.pdf 
50   https://www.csosa.gov/newsmedia/factsheets/statistics-on-women-offenders-2016.pdf  
51 https://www.csosa.gov/newsmedia/factsheets/statistics-on-women-offenders-2016.pdf 
52 Gilfus M, Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor for Incarceration, Harrisburg, PA: 
VAWnet Applied Research Forum, 2002. 
 
53 Gilfus M, Women’s Experiences of Abuse as a Risk Factor for Incarceration, Harrisburg, PA: 
VAWnet Applied Research Forum, 2002; Hunt J and A Moodie-Mills, TheUnfair Criminalization of 
Gay and Transgender Youth: An Overview of the Experiences of LGBT Youth in the Juvenile 
Justice System, Washington, DC: Center for American Progress, 2012. Available 
at www.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/issues/2012/06/pdf/juvenile_justice.pdf. 
 
54 Dana DeHart, Pathways to Prison: Impact of Victimization in the Lives of Incarcerated 
Women, National Institute of Justice (2004), available 
atwww.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/208383.pdf 
 

1/3 (and out of those referrals, only half were discharged, and 1/10 were disciplined but 
not discharged)  

55

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who are sexually assaulted in prison:  
12.2%  (4 times more likely to be sexually assaulted than the general prison population)  
 
% of Black transgender women of color report being sexually assaulted in custody or in 
prison: 
38%  

56

 
% of LGBTQ respondents physically assaulted by prison staff:  
more than a third  
 
% of Black transgender and gender nonconforming (GNC) people who interacted with 
the police and  reported harassment: 
38% 
 
% of Black trans and GNC respondents who had been arrested or held in a cell due to 
bias at some point in their lives:  
35% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have experienced strip searches in prison: 
100% (answers in number of searches ranged anywhere from 1 to 50, 250, 500, 
“millions,” “every day in 12 years,” and “too many to count.” One respondent wrote, “who 
the heck keeps track of all that?” This means that, despite the declared intentions of the 
Prison Rape Elimination Act (PREA), 100% of prisoners have experienced sexual 
violence by prison staff.)  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents those who report that in situations where they were assaulted 
by another prisoner prison staff intentionally placed them in situations where they would 
be at high risk of sexually assault from another prisoner:  
76% 
 
% of domestic homicide cases in which police were called by the abused woman at least 
once before she killed the abusive partner:  
85%  (and they were called at least five times in 50% of cases)  

57

 
% of women incarcerated for killing their significant others who had been abused by 
them:  

55 American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Words From Prison — Did You Know?, New York, NY: 
ACLU, June 12, 2006. Available 
at https://www.aclu.org/womens-rights/words-prison-did-you-know#_edn47 
 
56 http://www.thetaskforce.org/static_html/downloads/reports/reports/ntds_full.pdf 
57 Convicted Survivors: The Imprisonment of Battered Women Who Kill By Elizabeth Dermody 
Leonard  
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93% in California, 67% in New York, and potentially 90% overall   
58

 
average sentence for women killing a partner: 
15 years (the average for men killing a partner is 2-6 years)   

59

 
ratio of black women to white women convicted of killing their abusive husbands:  
2:1 (in 1991)   

60

 
number of women in prison for killing abusive male partners:  
as many as 4500   

61

 
% survivors in a New York City study who had been arrested along with their abusers 
(dual arrest cases) or arrested as a result of a complaint lodged by their 
abuser (retaliatory arrest cases): 
66% were African American or Latina,  
43% were living below the poverty line, 
19% percent were receiving public assistance at the time  

62

 
Income and Employment  
 
Annual median income of women who could not make bail: 
11,071  

63

 
Median annual income of black women who could not make bail:  
9,083 (20% of a white non-incarcerated man)   

64

 
typical bail amount:  
10,000 
 
median annual income for incarcerated women prior to incarceration:  
13,890  

65

 

58  (http://legislation.sinbysilence.com/about-ab-593  
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/DV-SJA-Talking-Points-3-
21-13-FINAL.pdf) 
59 ibid  
60 http://www.purpleberets.org/pdf/bat_women_prison.pdf 
61  Convicted Survivors: The Imprisonment of Battered Women Who Kill By Elizabeth 
Dermody Leonard 
62 
http://www.incite-national.org/sites/default/files/incite_files/resource_docs/2883_toolkitrev-d
omesticviolence.pdf 
63 prisonpolicy.org/reports/incomejails.html 
64 (https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2017women.html 
65 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/income.html 
 

% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being unemployed prior to their incarceration: 
33% (nearly 7 times the 2014 national unemployment rate in 2014) 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents reported that they have traded sex for survival: 
39%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have sold drugs for money: 
50% (Black respondents were nearly 20% more likely to have participated in the drug 
trade than white respondents (67% and 48% respectively). This over-representation of 
Black respondents in the drug trade highlights the racism of the War on Drugs, since 
white people are actually more likely to sell drugs.  
 
Sexual Identity and Gender Identity 
  
% of LGBTQ respondents who identified as LGBTQ prior to their incarceration: 
65% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who experienced emotional pain from hiding their sexuality 
during incarceration/throughout their interactions with the criminal legal system: 
70% 
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents experienced emotional 
pain from hiding their gender identity during incarceration/throughout their interactions 
with the criminal legal system: 
78% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being denied Gender Identity Disorder or 
Gender dysphoria diagnoses upon seeking them during incarceration: 
31%  
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents who took hormones 
prior to their incarceration: 
33%  
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents are currently taking 
hormones in prison: 
23%  
 
% LGBTQ respondents who report being denied access to hormones they requested: 
44%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents are allowed access to underwear and cosmetic needs that 
match their gender: 
21% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents have been barred from programs offered by the prison 
because they identify as LGBTQ: 
15% 
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33% (nearly 7 times the 2014 national unemployment rate in 2014) 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents reported that they have traded sex for survival: 
39%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have sold drugs for money: 
50% (Black respondents were nearly 20% more likely to have participated in the drug 
trade than white respondents (67% and 48% respectively). This over-representation of 
Black respondents in the drug trade highlights the racism of the War on Drugs, since 
white people are actually more likely to sell drugs.  
 
Sexual Identity and Gender Identity 
  
% of LGBTQ respondents who identified as LGBTQ prior to their incarceration: 
65% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who experienced emotional pain from hiding their sexuality 
during incarceration/throughout their interactions with the criminal legal system: 
70% 
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents experienced emotional 
pain from hiding their gender identity during incarceration/throughout their interactions 
with the criminal legal system: 
78% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being denied Gender Identity Disorder or 
Gender dysphoria diagnoses upon seeking them during incarceration: 
31%  
 
% of transgender, nonbinary gender, and Two-Spirit respondents who took hormones 
prior to their incarceration: 
33%  
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hormones in prison: 
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Homelessness and Housing 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported being homeless or transient prior to their 
incarceration: 
20% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who lived with a family or friend: 
29%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents living in a home of their own before incarceration: 
52% 
 
Education  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have completed high school or earned a GED: 
90%  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who completed high school outside of prison: 
29% (This means that 71% of respondents dropped out of school, were expelled from 
school, or never attended school in the first place.) 
 
Sentencing  
 
Likelihood of LGBTQ respondents vs general state and federal prison populations to be 
serving life sentences: 
2:1  
 
Average time LGBTQ respondents have spent in prison: 
10 years (According to research by Pew, prisoners released in 2009 served an average 
of 2.9 years in custody) 
 
Prison Security Levels  
 
Ratio of white to Black LGBTQ respondents being held in minimum, lower security 
prisons: 
2:1  
 
Parole  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been granted parole on a previous sentence: 
30% (Of those who have been granted parole, 65% have been returned to prison on a 
parole violation) 
 
Sexual Activity  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been sexually active in prison: 
70% 

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have access to condoms allowed by the prison: 
2% 
 
% LGBTQ respondents who have used a condom or another barrier to stop the 
transmission of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) in prison: 
22% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who discussed safer sex with their sexual partner(s): 
81% 
 
% of respondents that have been disciplined for engaging in consensual sex: 
33% (of those, nearly two thirds have been placed in solitary confinement as punishment 
for consensual sexual activity)  
 
Solitary Confinement  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents have been in solitary confinement at some point during their 
sentence 
86% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have spent 2 or more years there: 
~50% (Altogether, respondents have spent a total of 5,110 years in solitary confinement) 
 
Likelihood that Black, Latin@/Hispanic, mixed-race, and Native American/American 
Indian LGBTQ respondents would have been in solitary confinement: 
2x the likelihood of white participants 
 
LGBTQ Respondents with a mental illness diagnosis were more likely to be in solitary 
confinement at the time of the survey and more likely to have ever been in solitary 
confinement than survey respondents without such a diagnosis.  
 
A 2014 ACLU report found that putting women in solitary confinement can exacerbate 
mental illness; re-traumatize victims of past abuse—and can render incarcerated women 
more vulnerable to abuse by correctional officers; is sometimes used as retaliation 
against women who have reported sexual and other harmful treatment while in prison; 
can jeopardize the relationship between mother and child, harming children; and for 
pregnant women it is harmful and internationally condemned.  

66

 
Healthcare  
 
Many incarcerated women are in poor health and have chronic and/or communicable 
medical problems including HIV, Hepatitis C, and other sexually transmitted infections 
(STIs).  But, their physical and mental health is routinely put at risk by ill-conceived 

67

66 https://www.aclu.org/sites/default/files/assets/worse_than_second-class.pdf 
67 Maruschak L, Medical problems of prisoners, Washington, DC: Department of Justice, Bureau 

of Justice Statistics, 2008. 
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security policies as well as delays in accessing both emergency and routine health care.
 

68

 
Number of tubal ligations done on women between 2006-2010 in California prisons 
without following the approval process established by state law to protect them from 
coercion: 
148  

69

 
% of LGBTQ respondents who are HIV positive:  
7% (Black respondents were more than 3 times more likely to be HIV positive than white 
respondents)  
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported having to pay a fee to see a doctor: 
81% (Fees ranged from $1 per visit to $100 per year) 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents for whom fees prevented from seeking medical care they 
needed: 
43% 
 
% of LGBTQ respondents who reported denial of routine healthcare due to bias while 
incarcerated:  
12% 
 
% likelihood of transgender women being deprived of healthcare:  
2x as likely as cis women  
 
% of respondents in a national survey of transgender and gender non-conforming people 
who reported being in jail or prison and denial of hormones while incarcerated:  
17% 
 
Relationships 
% of LGBTQ respondents who have been in a romantic relationship with another 
prisoner while incarcerated 
68% 
 

 
68  American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), Words From Prison — Did You Know?, New York, NY: 
ACLU, June 12, 2006. Available 
at https://www.aclu.org/womens-rights/words-prison-did-you-know#_edn47. 
 

69 Johnson CJ, “Female inmates sterilized in California prisons without approval,” Sacramento 
CA: The Center for Investigative Reporting, July 7, 2013. Available online 
at: http://cironline.org/reports/female-inmates-sterilized-california-prisons-without-approval-4917. 

 
 

% of LGBTQ respondents in romantic relationships who experienced intimate partner 
abuse 
1/3 
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pic/vaw statisticsPIC/VAW Statistics 
 
 
1. Number of Prisoners (excluding jails) in 1970 in the U.S.  
50,000 
200,000 
600,000 
1,000,000 
1,500,000 
 
2. Number of women in prison in 1970 
1,302 
5,600  
27,300 
98,000 
205,315 
 
NOTE: This document uses the words “women,” “mother” and “female” but recognize and 

highlight the fact that many individuals housed in female prisons, those giving birth, or 
those categorized as women may identify as gender-queer, gender-nonconforming, or 
transgender. There are also people who are refused categorization as women who we 
may not be accurately representing.  

 
3. Number of people locked up in the U.S. (2018)   

1

100,000 
450,000 
780,000 
1,200,000 
2,274,800 
 
NOTE: The almost 2.3 million people behind bars in 2018 represents more than a 1050% 

increase from the level of 1970. 
 
This number does not accurately include people whom the Department of Homeland Security 

detains in Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) facilities. The United States 
maintains the largest immigration detention infrastructure in the world, detaining 
approximately 380,000 to 442,000 persons per year.  According to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, “the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) held a record-breaking 
429,000 immigrants in over 250 facilities across the country.”  According to Amnesty 

2

International USA, “The dramatic increase in the use of immigration detention has forced 
US immigration authorities to contract with approximately 350 state and county criminal 
jails as well as for-profit prisons across the country to house individuals pending 
deportation proceedings. Approximately 67 per cent of immigration detainees are held in 
these facilities, while the remaining individuals are held in facilities operated by 

1https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2018.html?gclid=Cj0KCQjw1q3VBRCFARIsAPHJXr
F28TDeldnzPeePVI8DCODwEJ8JPlAssPILuT7piOegXCmNVXQJpr0aApH3EALw_wcB 
2 http://www.aclu.org/immigrants-rights/immigration-detention  

1 
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immigration authorities and private contractors.”  According to the Department of 
3

Homeland Security, “Nearly 67 percent of the ICE detained population are housed in 
local or state facilities, 17 percent are housed in contract detention facilities, 13 percent 
are housed in ICE-owned facilities (service processing centers), and 3 percent are 
housed in Bureau of Prisons facilities, which are funded either through congressional 
appropriations to the bureau or through ICE reimbursement.”  

4

 
Thus, the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ (BJS) data on the numbers of people incarcerated in 

federal and state prisons and jails reflect only a portion of the total number of people 
whom ICE detains. BJS collects data from ICE on the number of people it detains in ICE 
facilities. The most recent data BJS has made available is from 2007. In its “Prisoners in 
2007” report, BJS indicates that at yearend 2007, ICE detained 9,720 people in ICE 
facilities.  This population is in addition to the people whom ICE detained in jails and 

5

prisons. 
 
The U.S. immigration detention system “is a relatively recent phenomenon. Prior to the 1980s, 

there were only approximately 30 people in immigration detention each day. The 1980s 
gave rise to two major prison corporations, GEO Group and Corrections Corporation of 
America, that lobbied the government for laws that expanded detention and other forms 
of incarceration. In fact, various federal and state laws were passed that resulted in a 
new prison built every 15 days throughout the 1990s. Today, the detention population 
has increased fourfold to approximately 34,000 individuals each day, due in part to 
a Congressionally mandated lock-up quota. As there exists no independent oversight of 
the system, people in immigration detention are vulnerable to abuse.  Immigrants in 
detention facilities around the United States are often subjected to punitive and 
long-term solitary confinement.  They are subject to inadequate medical care, vulnerable 
to rape and assault, and often isolated from access to legal assistance and community 
support.”  

6

 
4. Number of women in state and federal prisons and local jails in the U.S in the present day  

7

50,134 
82,395 
147,009 
218,890 
507,117 
 
NOTE: Women comprise about 9.5% of people locked up in the US. Since 1978, the number of 
women in state prisons nationwide has grown at over twice the pace of men, to over 9 times the 
size of the 1978 population.  

8

3 http://www.amnestyusa.org/research/reports/usa-jailed-without-justice?page=show#FNref8  
4 http://www.ice.gov/news/library/factsheets/detention-mgmt.htm  
5 See table 10 on p. 7: http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/p07.pdf 
6 http://www.endisolation.org/resources/immigration-detention/ 
7 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2017women.html 
8 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/women_overtime.html 

2 
 

● In 2016, Black women were incarcerated at 2 times the rate of white women. Hispanic 
women were incarcerated at 1.2 times the rate of white women.   

9

● From 2000 to 2010, the rate of incarceration decreased 35% for black women and 
increased 28% for Hispanic women, and 38% for white women.  

10

 
NOTE: From The Sentencing Project’s “The Changing Racial Dynamics of Women’s 
Incarceration” February 2013 report : 

11

● “The declining ratio of incarceration between African American and white women is a 
function of two trends: fewer black women in prison, but growing numbers of white 
women incarcerated. Thus, the nearly 30-year trend of women’s incarceration increases 
outpacing that of men has not abated; rather, the racial dynamics of those changes have 
shifted.” 

● “the ethnicity of arrestees is not documented, so all Hispanic arrestees are categorized 
only by race, with the vast majority classified as white.” 

● “while this trend of population reduction has drawn much attention, it is important to note 
that the decline in state prison populations in the past several years is disproportionately 
influenced by reductions in the prison population in California. Between 2009 and 2010, 
for example, the reduction in California constituted 57% of the total state prison decline 
of nearly 11,000 inmates nationally…In the U.S. Supreme Court’s Brown v. Plata 
decision in 2011, the court found that overcrowding in the state’s prison system 
produced unconstitutional conditions of health care. Its ruling required the state to 
reduce its prison population by more than 30,000 persons over two years. 

 
5. Percentage of incarcerated people in state and federal prisons in the U.S. who are people of 
color (2016)   

12

33% 
45% 
54% 
70% 
81% 
 
NOTE: While the percentage of the U.S. population who are people of color is only 28.7%, 

9 see: 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f ; http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Fact-Sheet.pdf; 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Girls.
pdf 
10 The Sentencing Project “Incarcerated Women” Fact Sheet 
http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/cc_Incarcerated_Women_Factsheet_Dec2012
final.pdf 
11 The Sentencing Project, 2013, “The Changing Racial Dynamics of Women’s Incarceration” 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f  
12 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and
-whites-in-prison/ 

3 
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that the decline in state prison populations in the past several years is disproportionately 
influenced by reductions in the prison population in California. Between 2009 and 2010, 
for example, the reduction in California constituted 57% of the total state prison decline 
of nearly 11,000 inmates nationally…In the U.S. Supreme Court’s Brown v. Plata 
decision in 2011, the court found that overcrowding in the state’s prison system 
produced unconstitutional conditions of health care. Its ruling required the state to 
reduce its prison population by more than 30,000 persons over two years. 

 
5. Percentage of incarcerated people in state and federal prisons in the U.S. who are people of 
color (2016)   

12

33% 
45% 
54% 
70% 
81% 
 
NOTE: While the percentage of the U.S. population who are people of color is only 28.7%, 

9 see: 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f ; http://cjinvolvedwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Fact-Sheet.pdf; 
https://www.sentencingproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Incarcerated-Women-and-Girls.
pdf 
10 The Sentencing Project “Incarcerated Women” Fact Sheet 
http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/cc_Incarcerated_Women_Factsheet_Dec2012
final.pdf 
11 The Sentencing Project, 2013, “The Changing Racial Dynamics of Women’s Incarceration” 
http://sentencingproject.org/doc/publications/rd_Changing%20Racial%20Dynamics%202013.pd
f  
12 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and
-whites-in-prison/ 

3 
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people of color make up 70% of the U.S. prison population. 
● The racial breakdown of the U.S. state and federal prison population at year-end 2016 

is: White (30%), Black (33%), Hispanic (23%), “Other” (14%) - includes American 
Indians, Alaska Natives, Asians, Native Hawaiians, other Pacific Islanders, and persons 
identifying two or more races). [refers to state and federal prisons (not jails) by race at 
year-end 2016]  

13

● U.S. Population Percentages by Race (Census 2016): Black or African American 
(13.63%), Hispanic or Latino (17.8%), White alone, not Hispanic or Latino (61.3%), Asian 
(5.7%), American Indian and Alaska Native (1.3%), Native, Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander (.2%), two or more races (2.6%) 

● Strikingly, by Brown vs. Board in 1954, there were 98,000 Black folks in prison 
nationally….a half a century later, this figure has jumped to 759,000, an 675% increase.

 “The United States imprisons a larger percentage of its black population than South 
14

Africa did during the height of apartheid.”  
15

o Black people are five times more likely to be incarcerated than white people, and 
Hispanic/Latinx folks are 3 times more likely to be incarcerated than white 
people.    

16

o For all three of these groups, imprisonment rates have “declined substantially 
since 2009. The rate has declined 25% among Black people, 11% among whites 
and 19% among Hispanic/ Latinx people.”  

17

 
 
6. Percentage (approximate) of incarcerated women who are Black, Latina, First Nation, or 
Asian  

18

40% 
50% 
60% 
70% 
80% 
 

13 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and
-whites-in-prison/ 
14 http://www.naacp.org/criminal-justice-fact-sheet/  
15 Alexander, Michelle. 2010. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of 
Colorblindness. NY: The New Press. 
16 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and
-whites-in-prison/ 
17 
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/01/12/shrinking-gap-between-number-of-blacks-and
-whites-in-prison/ 
18 Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:1 

4 
 

7. Percentage of women in jail who did not have full-time employment prior to their arrest  
19

28% 
39% 
60% 
78% 
93% 
 
8. Median annual income for incarcerated women prior to incarceration  

20

8,053 
13,890 
17,540 
22,408 
25,800 
 
9. Percentage of women in prison who were homeless at least once in the year prior to their 
arrest  

21

15% 
24% 
49% 
62% 
87% 
 
10. Percentage of women in state prisons who have not graduated high school  

22

12% 
27% 
42% 
78% 
89% 
 
11. Percentage of women in state prisons who have minor children   

23

12% 
28% 
46% 
62% 
78% 
 
12. Percentage of women in state prisons who reported histories of physical or sexual violence 
10% 
30% 

19 
http://www.safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/overlooked-women-in-jai
ls-report-web.pdf 
20 https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/income.html 
21 WPA Women and Prison at a Glance 
22 BJS 2003 “Education and Correctional Populations” 
23 Lawston 2012 Women and Prison Fact Sheet 

5 
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50% 
60% 
80% 
 
NOTE: Depending on the study, 60-98% of incarcerated women reported histories of physical or 
sexual violence (see: Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:2, Beck et al 2013: Sexual Victimization in 
Prisons and Jails Reported by Inmates). 
This is in comparison to 43% of women in the general population who report experiencing 

physical or sexual violence at some point in their lives (Schlesinger and Lawston 2011:2) 
 
13. Percentage of women in prison who reported using drugs categorized as “illicit” during the 
30 days before incarceration  

24

22% 
39% 
56% 
67% 
84% 
 
14. Percentage of women in jails who met lifetime criteria for drug or alcohol abuse or 
dependence  

25

29% 
43% 
68% 
82%  
92% 
 
15. Percentage of women in prison who reported a history of mental illness  

26

21% 
38% 
54% 
66% 
92% 
 
16. Number of women who are victims of intimate partner violence each year  

27

200,000 
800,000 
1,300,000 

24 Garcia, M. & Ritter, N. (2012). Improving Access to Services for Female Offenders Returning 
to the Community. NIJ Journal 269. Retrieved from: 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/237725.pdf) 
25 https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/226812.pdf 
26 
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2017/06/22/the-mental-health-crisis-facing-women-in-prison
#.cYGFhZPZq 
27NCADV:Domestic Violence Facts 
http://www.ncadv.org/files/DomesticViolenceFactSheet%28National%29.pdf 

6 
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1,600,000 
2,000,000 
 
17. Percentage of domestic violence victims who identify as women  

28

35% 
55% 
75% 
85% 
95% 
 
18. Ratio of women who have been victims of some form of physical violence by an intimate 
partner within her lifetime  

29

1 in 10 
1 in 8 
1 in 6 
1 in 3  
1 in 2  
 

28NCADV: Domestic Violence Facts 
http://www.ncadv.org/files/DomesticViolenceFactSheet%28National%29.pdf 
29 https://ncadv.org/statistics 

7 
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Anti-violence Organizations & Criminalized/Incarcerated Survivors: Self-assessment Tool (May 2016) 

Question Response 

 Does not 
exist Rarely Sometimes Often Ready 

Direct services and outreach 

Implement structure for answering mail and phone calls 
from incarcerated survivors. 

     

Operate with understanding that many survivors have 
frightening, hostile and traumatic experiences with 
police and prosecutors. 

     

Develop screening process for crisis calls and intakes 
inclusive of criminalized and incarcerated survivors. 

     

Write parole letters for incarcerated survivors offering 
services and/or support (shelter, trainings, volunteering, 
jobs, support group, counseling, etc.). 

     

Create language access capacity for Limited English 
Proficiency (LEP) survivors. 

     

Share domestic violence/outreach materials in jails, 
prisons and detention centers, including information 
about shelter and resources for survivors post-release. 

     

Include education on criminalization, race, and domestic 
violence in volunteer training programs. 

     

Give shelter, transportation and resources to callers 
who are being released from prison/detention. 

     

Give continuity referrals to community resources or 
coping skills for how to transition to the community for 
those being released from prison/detention. 

     

Provide support post-release from prison/detention.      

Organizational development  

Prioritize formerly incarcerated survivors as potential 
staff, board, and volunteers. 

.     

Include support for criminalized/incarcerated survivors, 
including immigrants, as part of the organization’s 
population served, mission, values and priorities. 

     

Train staff, board and volunteers to support 
criminalized/incarcerated survivors (trauma-informed 
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coping skills for how to transition to the community for 
those being released from prison/detention. 
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criminalized/incarcerated survivors (trauma-informed 

     

 

cultural competency, education on prison and 
immigration systems, impacts of racism/sexism on our 
legal systems, etc). 

Create stronger boundaries between organizations and 
prosecutors (ex: challenge prosecutors targeting 
survivors; document/report sexist, racist, homophobic 
and transphobic rhetoric used by prosecutors, judges 
and police to justify criminalizing survivors; challenge 
notion that prosecutors are natural allies or should be in 
leadership roles for anti-violence organizations; etc). 

     

Community organizing and advocacy 

Prioritize the development of community-based 
strategies to addressing domestic violence. 

     

Share skills for addressing domestic violence with 
community members (ex: emotional support, safety 
planning, de-escalation, etc). 

     

Identify staff members who could be the contacts for a 
survivor defense campaign that arises. 

     

Support volunteers to regularly write to survivors on the 
inside. 

     

Challenge notion that increasing criminalization and 
incarceration will increase safety for survivors. 

     

Ground analysis in context of harmful impacts of 
policing, immigration enforcement and prisons on 
communities, particularly Black/immigrant 
communities—including women and trans/queer people. 

     

Build alliances with immigration and anti-prison 
organizations/policy advocates focusing on 
decarceration and immigration relief. 

     

Oppose initiatives that increase policing and 
criminalization to address domestic violence. 

     

Prioritize anti-criminalization legislation in policy 
advocacy (end mandatory minimums, 3 strikes, 
mandatory arrest, failure to protect, immigrant detention 
and deportation [“priority enforcement”]).  

     

Advocate for more expansive forms of immigration relief 
that don’t rely upon one’s status as a victim or 
perpetrator of crime. 

     

Advocate for incarcerated survivors with the 
understanding that imprisonment is inhumane and 
violent for everyone—and that domestic violence 
survivors are not the only ones inside who have 
histories of abuse and trauma and are in need of 
support and compassion.  
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for the so many women who are incarcerated for fighting back to protect their lives and 
their children’s lives
we have to ask
where we were
when whatever happened,
happened
that they had to make that choice
we have to ask that question because that’s not the question they are asking
in a court of law
they’ll ask where was she
they’ll ask if she was a good girl (otherwise)
how long she took it for
they’ll ask whether it was bad enough
get out a ruler and measure the inches she was to the edge of the cliff
they’ll look over at the rocks and dust kicked over the edge in the struggle and consider
how far down it is
she probably would have survived, they might say
she could have taken it a little longer
and maybe they’ll keep her in a cage
which is where they keep fierce life-loving freedom-fighting women
in worlds where they don’t  think
we should all get
to be safe and free

*This poem is inspired by my friend whose first day of trial was today. However, it is 
completely fictional and the “she” in the poem (obviously) is used generically and 
metaphorically. 

“they won’t ask where we were”
by rachel white domain
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